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3 Egyptians held for inciting protests 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three Egyptian students have been 
anested for frying to whip up an anti-Israeli demon- 
stration outside the Israeli embassy in Cairo a 
Human Rights group said Sunday. The legal aid cen- 
tre for human rights urged the Egyptian authorities to 
“release immediately the three 'students who were 
only exercising their legitimate right to peaceful self- 
expression." The three, named as Mohammad Abdul 
Halim. Mustafa Zeidan and Ahmad Taha Kandii, are 
accused of inciting their colleagues to demonstrate 
and trying to organise a protest march to the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo, the group said. It criticised what it 
called a “security blockade" imposed around Egypt- 
ian universities to prevent demonstrations. 
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Yemeni gunman kills 6 children, 2 teachers 

SANAA (R) — A school headmistress, a teacher and six 
children were killed on Sunday when a man fired a 
machinegun at hundreds of pupils at two schools in the 
Yemeni capital, a security official said. An Interior Min- 
istry statement said a total of 11 pupils from the two 
neighbouring schools and three other people were 
wounded. The security official ranted the headmistress as 
Asma Noman. an Egyptian w oman in her -40s whose son 
was also killed. Police arrested the gunman. Witnesses 
said he was a disgruntled former bus driv er at the Talu'eh 
school but the security official said he believed the 
assailant was insane. Witnesses said the attacks spretid 
panic among the more than 1 .000 students in the adjacent 
schools in the middle class suburb of Asbahi. Some of the 
panic<stricken children dived for cover while other* ran 
awav. the witnesses said. 
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Arab League recommends 

freezing all ties with Israel 

Violence rages in West Bank on Land Day 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
After hearing an emotional 
appeal by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, Arab 
foreign ministers on Sun- 
day approved a resolution 
that recommends freezing 
relations with Israel 
because of its settlement 
policies. 

The meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers 
follows protests by Arab 
countries and many Mus- 
lim states against Israel's 
plans to build a 6,500-unit 
housing project for Jews on 
occupied land in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The ministers, meeting in 
a regular semiannual ses- 
sion of the 22-member 
league, debated for more 
3 than four hours a resolution 
T drafted by Syria which 
called for an all out suspen- 
sion of relations with Israel. 
But they finally agreed on a 
watered-down resolution 
sponsored by Egypt, which 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979 and wants to 
maintain its role as a medi- 
ator. 

The resolution, which 
was approved in a closed 
session, will be announced 
in a final communique on 
Monday, delegates said. 

“The Arab League rec- 
ommends that ail Arab 
countries, which have 
established norma) ties 
with Israel to freeze rela- 
tions until Israel agrees to 
implement its peace agree- 
ments with all Arab sides 
and stops violating the 
accords,” the resolution 
said. 

But delegates said the res- 
olution does not oblige any 
Arab country to suspend 
ties with Israel, and leaves 
it to individual states to 
decide on their relations 
i with Israel. 

The recommendation, 
however, is not expected to 
affect Israel’s peace treaties 
with Jordan and Egypt 

League officials said it 
was aimed more at coun- 
tries such as Morocco, 
Tunisia and the Gulf states 
of Qatar and Oman, which 
have opened fledgling trade 
links. 

“This means that each 
Arab country will decide 
on the best way that is in its 
interest to implement the 
resolution," said a senior 
Arab League official wrho 
attended the meeting and 
asked not be named. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa said late 
Sunday that “there was no 
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opposition from the Arab 
countries regarding halting 
normalisation with Israel.” 

“Our understanding is 
that Arab countries will 
implement the heart of this 
resolution.” he said. 

“The resolution is good,” 
said Farouk Kaddoumi, 
head of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (PLO) 
political bureau. 

Said Kamal, under-secre- 
tary of the Arab League, 
said steps toward freezing 
ties would include closing 
down of offices and mis- 
sions until Israel “imple- 
ments the principles of land 
for peace and the agree- 
ments and commitments 
which have been reached 
with all Arab parties.” 

He said the league also 
recommended the suspen- 
sion of Arab participation 
in the multilateral peace 
talks — on water, econom- 
ic cooperation, Palestinian 
refugees, the environment 
and disarmament — and to 
reactivate the Arab eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel 
until “a lasting and just 
peace is established and all 
obstacles are removed.” 

The resolution also called 
on Israel to complete its 
troop withdrawal from the 
rest of the West Bank and 
to withdraw from the Golan 
Heights and southern 
Lebanon. 

Saudi Arabian Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A1 
Faisal said a tougb stand by 
the league could save the 
Middle East peace process 
by making Israel rethink its 
plans. 

The planned Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem has stalled peace 
talks and kindled new vio- 
lence, including a suicide 
bombing March 2 1 that 
killed three Israelis. 

Mr. Arafat drew on the 
Muslim attachment to 
Jerusalem repeatedly in his 
speech opening the league 
meeting. At one point, he 
interrupted a sentence to 
say, “Oh Jerusalem, oh 
Jerusalem, oh Jerusalem.” 

“I appeal to your con- 
science.” Mr. Arafat told 
the ministers. “I am sure 
that you'll issue resolutions 
which will get things back 
to normal politically ... and 
help your brothers in Pales- 
tine” 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel 
of violating peace accords 
with Palestinians by frying 
to change the population 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian police stops thousands of protesters trying to reach the Jewish enclave in 
Hebron on Sunday (AFP photo) 

Thousands of Palestinians vent 
their anger on West Bank streets 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Thousands of demonstra- 
tors shouting '’vengeance" 
filled the streets in cities 
throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Sunday 
to protest Israeli construc- 
tion in Arab East Jerusalem 
and vent their anger over 
the shooting death of a 21- 
year-old demonstrator. 

Israel, fearing the spread 
of violence on Land Day — 
an annual day of protests 
against Israeli land confis- 
cations — stationed a half- 
dozen tanks outside Nablus 
and beefed up its troop 
presence at checkpoints and 
military bases around other 
Palestinian towns. 

But Palestinian police 
largely succeeded in creat- 
ing a buffer between their 
own people and Israeli 
troops, at times firing into 
the air, beating protesters 
with clubs, and chasing 
them up and down moun- 
tainsides. 

While President Yasser 
Arafat's own Fateh party 
has acknowledged organis- 
ing the violence that has 
taken place daily for the 
past 11 days, both tides 
clearly have an interest in 
preventing the kind of vio- 
lence that broke out last 
September, when SO people 
were killed in clashes that 
deteriorated into gunbattles 
between Palestinian police 


and Israeli soldiers. 

“We need to keep our 
people safe by any means,” 
Colonel Fans Amleh, the 
Ramallah police chief, said 
as his officers chased pro- 
testers to keep them away 
from the Israeli checkpoint 
where Abdullah Sal ah was 
killed on Saturday. 

“We already have one 
person dead in Ramallah, 
we don't want any more.” 

Blocked from reaching 
the checkpoint, protesters 
briefly pelted Palestinian 
police with stones. 

Salab is the only person 
killed in 1 1 days of clashes 
between Palestinian stone- 
throwers and Israeli troops. 

Several dozen demonstra- 
tors were wounded on Sun- 
day by rubber bullets and 
tear-gas. 

In Nablus, protesters 
burned Israeli and Ameri- 
can flags, a wood and styro- 
foam Israeli tank, and an 
effigy of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Later, thousands of pro- 
testers shouting “venge- 
ance” swept through the 
streets of the city, heading 
for the Israeli-guarded 
Joseph’s Tomb seminary. 
But three lines of Palestin- 
ian police, arms locked 
together against the surging 
crowd, blocked their way, 
while other officers fired 
into the air to force the pro- 


testers back. 

*’I want to die — why are 
you stopping me?" one 
man in a T-shirt shouted at 
the policeman pushing him. 

Israel had warned Pales- 
tinian police that the tanks 
stationed outside the Pales- 
tinian-controlled city would 
be sent in if the tomb was 
attacked. 

In September, six Israeli 
soldiers guarding the tomb 
were killed by Palestinian 
police after violence broke 
out in the city. 

Sunday’s protests spread 
to Nablus, Jenin and the 
Gaza Strip, in addition to 
Bethlehem, Hebron and 
Ramallah. where almost 
daily clashes have broken 
out since Israel broke 
ground two weeks ago for a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem, which 
the Palestinians claim as 
their future capital. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, touring 
an army base outside 
Ramallah, said Israel want- 
ed to “find how we can 
negotiate together, how we 
can find a way — together 
— to fight terrorism in the 
area and not to have any 
violence in the area." 

But Ahmad Tibi, an 
adviser to Mr. ArafaL gave 
little hope that there would 
be any talks 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel and Iraq set to dominate Jordan-U.S. talks 


By Dominic Evans 
Reuters 

AMMAN — King Hussein 
is heading for the White 
House on Tuesday for talks 
with President Bill Clinton 
overshadowed by escalat- 
ing Arab-Israeli hostility 
and a potential row over 
U.S. policy towards Iraq. 

Jordanian officials said 
the King would reiterate 
his firm support for peace 
with Israel despite a recent 
war of words with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and the shoot- 
ing of seven Israeli school- 
girls by a Jordanian soldier. 

But he would warn that 
^ Israeli policies which have 
v angered Palestinians, 
including Jewish settle- 
ment building in Arab East 
Jerusalem and the limited 
withdrawal from the West 


Bank, were also undermin- 
ing Jordan's own peace 
treaty with Israel. 

“The King was angry and 
is still angiy at the policies 
of the Israel* government," 
a Jordanian former minister 
said. 

“We are observing our 
treaty, we are trying to ful- 
fill our treaty,” he said. 
“But the degree of imple- 
mentation will be affected 
bv the implementation of 
the Palestinian accord.” 

Jordan has won debt 
relief and military aid from 
the United States worth 
almost SI billion since the 
Kingdom signed its 1994 
peace treaty with Israel and 
steered away from Iraq. 

But the new prime minis- 
ter, Abdul Salam Majali, 
who flew to join King Hus- 
sein in the United States on 
Thursday, broke rank on 


Saturday by criticising U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright’s 
“hardline” policy statement 
on Iraq. 

Dr. Majali, who was 
appointed by the King two 
weeks ago and enjoys good 
relations with Baghdad, 
said Ms. Albright was med- 
dling in Iraqi affairs by 
suggesting her country 
would only deal with an 
Iraq without Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

He sud Jordan found it 
“unacceptable for a coun- 
try, however big or small, 
to interfere in the internal 
matters of another.” Ms. 
Albright’s comments were 
likely to backfire and 
strengthen support for 
President Saddam, he said. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz said in 
Amman last week he wel- 


comed Dr. Majali 's 
appointment and spoke of 
“artificial tensions” with 
Jordan under his predeces- 
sor, Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

Amman has played down 
talk of policy change 
towards Iraq in response to 
the start of the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal, which has eased 
sanction-hit Baghdad's 
financial crisis and sent 
Jordanian companies 
scrambling to sell goods to 
Iraq. 

With U.S. oil companies 
already buying Iraqi oil 
under the U.N.-monitored 
deal few Jordanians 
believe that Washington 
can maintain its tough anti- 
Iraq line indefinitely. 

“The King will say (to 
Clinton) : ‘What do you 
really want from Iraq?"' 
said a pro-government 
deputy. “I don’t consider 


(Albright's) statements 
really constitute U.S. poli- 
cy over the next four years 
— it is under study and it 
might change.” 

Dr. Majali has said that 
U.S. aid for Jordan, under- 
pinning Amman's close 
support for Washington’s 
Middle East agenda, would 
also be discussed at King 
Hussein’s Tuesday talks 
with Mr. Clinton. 

The United States wrote 
off Jordanian debt in 1994 
and 1995 worth $702 mil- 
lion and has promised a 
squadron of fighter jets by 
next year. In December it 
delivered military equip- 
ment worth another SI 00 
million. 

But Dr. Majali said Jorda- 
nians had yet to see the 
fruits of their peace treaty, 
the much-promised “peace 
dividend." 


Regent calls on journalists 
to be accurate and objective 

J ordanian-Palestinian relationship should be 
translated into economic and political links 


AMMAN (Petrol — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Sunday thar the Pales- 
tine problem is a central 
issue for Jordan and one 
that is reflected in the King- 
dom's policies on the Mid- 
dle East peace process 
which aims at restoring the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people and enabling them 
to exercise their right to 
self- determination in their 
own homeland within a 
comprehensive solution to 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

Addressing a meeting 
held at Jordan Television 
and attended by editors, 
columnists and journalists 
in local newspapers. Prince 
Hassan called for translat- 
ing the distinguished rela- 
tionship between Jordan 
and the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip into patterns of 
economic and political 


dealings serving the two 
peoples and contributing to 
the liberation of the Pales- 
tinians from Israeli eco- 
nomic and political hege- 
mony. 

The Regent said that 
inter- Arab interests require 
dealing with daily events 
within the framework of a 
comprehensive plan in a 
manner that will target their 
strategic objectives despite 
the temporary events. 

He urged the Arab Nation 
to take die initiative in deal- 
ing with events and in con- 
tributing to the shaping of 
the future through active 
studies of the nation's 
needs and analysis of polit- 
ical and economic forces 
which influence the future 
rather than merely display 
reactions to events. 

“In dealing with events in 
a comprehensive manner, 
we should not be influ- 



enced by outbidding but 
rather we should influence 
the course of events.” the 
Regent added. 

Referring to the Jordun- 
ian-Palestinian relation- 
ship, he stressed the need to 
increase the volume of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Majority of Jordanians believe Majali 
will be successful as premier — survey 


By P. V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
public at huge and opinion 
leaders have given Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and his cabinet a 
better than expected 
endorsement, results of an 
opinion poll released Sun- 
day showed. 

The survey, conducted by 
the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan, revealed that the 
Jordanian public is willing 
to give every prime minis- 
ter a chance to prove him- 
self although some of them 
might have had 
unfavourable assessment of 
the head of government in 
the past 

The survey was conduct- 
ed on two levels: one 
among Jordanians from all 
walks of life representing a 
“national sample” and the 
other among “opinion lead- 
ers” — meaning political 
analysts, party leaders, 
union and professional 
association activists, and 



writers, including journal- 
sits. 

The survey showed that 
54.2 per cent of the nation- 
al sample and 48.5 per cent 
of opinion leaders believed 
that Dr. Majali. who took 
office earlier this month, 
would “fully suceed" in 
shouldering his responsibil- 
ities while 30.3 per cent of 
the national sample and 
34.5 per cent of opinion 
leaders thought the new 
prime minister would “fair- 
ly succeed." 

On the other side were 3. 1 


per cent of the national 
sample and 9.4 per cent of 
opinion leaders who 
believe that Dr. Majali 
stood “little chance” of suc- 
ceeding and 2.S per cent of 
the national sample and 5.6 
per cent of opinion leaders 
who fell the prime minister 
would not suceed at all. 

Those who did not have 
any opinion were 9.5 per 
cent among the general 
public and 1.9 per cent of 
opinion leader*. 

The survey also re-estab- 
lished that the public 
always had a better rating 
for the person of the prime 
minister than member* of 
the Cabinet. An opinion 
poll conducted a few’ days 
after Abdul Karim Kabariti 
formed his government in 
February 1 996 had the 
same results. 

In the latest survey, the 
audience was asked 
whether the full Council of 
Ministers would be able to 
successfully shoulder its 
responsibilities: 42.2 per 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saudis 

want 

Canada to 

extradite 

suspect 

RIYADH (API — An Inte- 
rior Ministry official said 
Sunday the Saudi suspect 
held in Canada for last 
June’s bombing that killed 
19 American servicemen 
should be extradited to 
Saudi Arabia, not to the 
United Stares. 

Canada arrested Hani A1 
Sayegh on March 18 for 
possible involvement in the 
deadly truck bombing at 
Dhahran in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. 

Canadian officials claim 
Sayegh is a threat to Cana- 
dian security and want to 
deport him. U.S. officials 
have said that since he 
entered Canada from the 
United States, Sayegh 
could be deported to Amer- 
ican territory rather than 
Saudi Arabia. 

But the Interior Ministry 
official, who spoke under 
customary conditions of 
anonymity, said Sayegh 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ensour submits resignation 
as member of Parliament 


By Mamdouh Hawamdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour on Sunday submit- 
ted his resignation from 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in a letter which he 
sent to House Speaker 
Sa’d Havel Srour. 

In the letter. Dr. Ensour 
did not give any reason for 
his resignation but 
i n formed govern mem 

sources told the Jordan 
limes that the resignation 
came in response to His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
directives issued in his let- 
ter of designation to the 
new government in which 
he stressed the need for 
separating between the 
executive and legislative 
authorities. 

Parliamentary sources 
said that the' resignation 
does not entail any consti- 
tutional procedures on the 
pan of Dr. Ensour or the 
Lower House, noting that 
Article 72 of the Constitu- 
tion defines the way in 
which a deputy can resign 
stating that the resignation 
is normally submitted at 
the first meeting of Parlia- 
ment. But since Parlia- 
ment is in recess at the 


present and because there 
is a poor chance for the 
legislature to convene in 
an ordinary session, the 
resignation docs noi 
change anything. 

Some parliamentarians 
called on the government 
to convene an extraordi- 
nary parliamentary session 
in order to prove its seri- 
ousness about separating 
the two authorities. 

According to norms, 
acceptance of a deputy's 
resignation should be 
approved by an absolute 
majority and this means 
that the decision on the res- 
ignation will be the prerog- 
ative of the House and not 
the resigning deputy. 
According to the sources, 
if the House rejects the res- 
ignation, the minister may 
resign from the govern- 
ment. 

But. they said, the Con- 
stitution does not provide 
for separation between the 
executive and legislative 
authorities. 

It is to be noted dial the 
Cabinet includes two Par- 
liament members: Dr. 

Ensour and Tawfiq Kreis- 
han. minister of municipal 
and rural affairs and the 
environment. 
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Palestinians observe 
Land Day in Lebanon 



Palestinian protestors bum Israeli and U.S. flags in the 'Ain al Hilweh refugee camp at 
the outskirts of the southern port city of Sidon on Sunday (AFP photo) 


Over 200,000 landmines a 
major threat in Lebanon 


SIDON (AP) — Palestini- 
ans opposed ro Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Sunday marked Palestinian 
Land Day with calls for 
stepping up the struggle 
against Israel and halting 
peace talks. 

Syrian-backed Palestin- 
ian factions set ablaze car 
tyres and Israeli and U.S. 
flags at the entrances to 
Lebanon's largest refugee 
camp in this main city in 
South Lebanon. 

Thick black smoke drift- 
ed over "Ain Al Hilweh 
camp, home to some 

75.000 Palestinian refugees 
and one of 13 camps across 
Lebanon housing around 

400.000 Palestinians. 

Pro-Arafat Palestinian 

factions also marked the 
traditional protest day with 
a sit-in at the camp. Land 
Day is the anniversary of 
the killing of six Arabs 
protesting Israel's confisca- 
tion of Arab-owned land in 
northern Israel in 1976. 

Abed Makduh. a senior 
official in Sidon for the 
Damascus-based Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PLFP) in Sidon. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
governor of Sudan's Blue 
Nile state. Brigadier Babikir 
Jabir KabaJo. suffered minor 
injuries in a landmine blast 
that tore off the legs of his 
driver, the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUN A) 

reported Sunday. 

Brig. Kabalo's car struck 
the mine Saturday evening as 
he toured the scene of recent 
fighting near the border with 
Ethiopia, the agency said. 
His bodyguard and a security 
official also were slightly 
wounded. 

The incident happened S5 
kilometres east of Damazin. 
where government troops 
have been fighting the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). The report did not 
make clear who planted the 
mine. 

The agency gave no details 


called on the Palestinian 
National Authority to with- 
draw from negotiations 
with Israel. 

Another hardline Pales- 
tinian leader, Munir Mak- 
dah. said: "We will contin- 
ue in offering martyrs who 
transform their bodies into 
human time bombs against 
the (Israeli) oceupiers " 

"There will be no peace 
as long as a state for the 
Jewish entity exists." he 
added. 

A symbolic strike for 
Land Day was also 
observed in other camps in 
Sidon and the southern port 
city of Tyre. 

The Iranian- backed 

Lebanese guerrilla group 
Hizbollah also issued a 
Land Day statement, which 
urged Palestinians inside 
the occupied territories to 
step up violence againsL 
occupation. 

The statement published 
in Sunday newspapers, said 
that "continuous and unfal- 
tering jihad” provides the 
only chance of reaching a 
settlement between Israel 
and the Arabs. 


of Brig. Kabalo's injuries. It 
said the others wounded were 
being treated at Damazin 
hospital. A reporter and pho- 
tographer from the agency 
were with Brig. Kabalo's 
party but were not injured. 

The southern rebels of the 
SPLA attacked in Blue Nile 
state along the border with 
Ethiopia in January in a 
renewed effort to bring down 
the Khartoum govern men L 
The government accuses 
Ethiopia of actively support- 
ing the rebels, but Ethiopia 
denies iat. 

The SPLA has fought a 
series of Sudanese govern- 
ments since 19S3 to try to 
win more autonomy or inde- 
pendence for Christians and 
animisLs in southern Sudan. 
More than 1.3 million people 
have died in the fighting or 
ensuing famines. 


MEDOUKHA. Lebanon 
(AFP) — More than 
200.000 Russian. U.S.. 
Chinese and Israeli land- 
mines are still buried in 
Lebanon — remnants of the 
devastating 1975- 1 990 civil 
war and two Israeli inva- 
sions. 

However, military offi- 
cials said the figure does 
not cover the Israeli -occu- 
pied border zone in South 
Lebanon, where resistance 
guerrillas often plant explo- 
sive charges against Israeli 
troops who in turn lay land- 
mines in the area. 

The most endangered 
region remains the southern 
part of the eastern Bekaa 
VaUev. where about 1 1 
tonnes of landmines and 
unexploded shells lie 
beneath a 70-square-kilo- 
metre area inhabited by 
20.01X1 people. 

In 15 years, landmine 
explosions have claimed 
the lives of 189 people and 
disabled some 212 others, 
according to a survey by 
the Lebanese Ministry of 
Health. 

The victims were fanners, 
shepherds, wood collectors, 
hunters or just visitors to 
the area 


Gaza, one of 15 villages 
in the area, has paid a high 
price: 15 dead and 18 dis- 
abled out of a population of 
700. 

Most of the mines were 
planted by the Israeli army 
along its front line with the 
Syrians and Palestinians 
before it pulled back to its 
self-declared “security 
zone" just north of the Jew- 
ish state's border in 1985. 

The dangers in the area 
grew when a landfill, erect- 
ed by the Israelis in 1983, 
collapsed over a large 
Palestinian arms depot. 

“I have prohibited our 
500 students from wander- 
ing around the school 
which is virtually located in 
a field of landmines," Ihsan 
Homed, the principal of a 
primary school in 
Medoukha, told AFP. 

“We live in an obsessive 
fear that any of our students 
could disobey the orders," 
she added. 

Many still remember 
vividly the explosion that 
hit a truck transporting 
agricultural 'workers, just 
after the 1985 Israeli with- 
drawal. that left 22 dead 
and 15 others wounded 

In addition, there are no 


signs to warn of any nearby 
danger. 

“A shepherd has recently 
been injured by a bomb in 
the north of the valley of 
mines. Only then we came 
to know that it was a dan- 
gerous place,” said an 
inhabitant of the area. 

The Lebanese army, 
despite lacking maps show- 
ing the exact location of the 
landmines and adequate 
equipment to dispose of 
them, in 1991 launched a 
large clearing operation, 
mainly in Beirut’s devastat- 
ed city centre. 

The array admits the diffi- 
culty of the task, knowing 
that some of the landmines 
have been buried for more 
than 15 years. 

Three soldiers have been 
killed and seven other oth- 
ers seriously wounded so 
far in the operation. 

"We should declare the 
area around Medoukha and 
Gaza a disaster zone, win 
world assistance for the 
clearing operation and help 
the people disabled for 
• life.” said Nasser Abu Ltaif, 
who was charged with car- 
rying out the survey by the 
Ministry of Health. 


Sudan state governor escapes 
mine blast with minor injuries 


Yemen places curbs on tourists as hostage stalemate continues 


DUBAI (AFP) — Yemen 
moved to restrict the move- 
ment of foreign tourists in 
the country as negotiations 
continued with tribesman 
holding four Germans 
hostage in an eastern moun- 
tain village, officials said 
Sunday. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
agreed new guidelines with 
travel agencies in a bid to 
protect the country's fragile 
tourism sector following 
the latest in a series of kid- 
nappings by the country's 
notoriously unruly tribes, 
travel agents said. 

Two elderly German cou- 
ples were grabbed in A I 
Mahjaja. around 200 kilo- 
metres cast of Sanaa, as 
they returned to the capital 
from visiting archaeologi- 


cal sites in the Mari b region 
on Thursday. 

Security services have 
surrounded Al Mahjaja and 
several members of the kid- 
nappers’ Jihm tribe have 
been arrested to put pres- 
sure on the captors, accord- 
ing to die Ministry of Inte- 
rior . 

Tribal sources said the 
kidnapping was carried out 
by members of the Zaidi 
clan of the Jihm tribe, and 
that clan leader Sheikh 
Mohammad A I Zaidi had 
been leading a mediation 
effort with the kidnappers 
since Friday. 

However, since an official 
statement on Friday the 
authorities have imposed a 
total news blackout on the 
kidnapping, the third lime 


tribesmen have seized for- 
eigners this year. 

More than 80 foreigners 
have been kidnapped since 
1993 by tribesmen hoping 
to exact ransom payments 
or concessions from the 
government. and the 
authorities fear the trend 
may cause terminal damage 
to the tourism sector. 

The hard currency earned 
from tourism is vital to 
Yemen, which is one of the 
poorest countries in the 
world and relies on donor 
nations to sustain economic 
reforms started in 1995. 

Travel agents said they 
have now agreed with the 
government to restrict jour- 
neys by tourists outside 
Sanaa. 

All trips to the central 


Shabwa region and Theo- 
mani border province of 
Mahara have been suspend- 
ed. said Abdul Wahab 
Mohammad of the Yemen 
Arab Tourism Agency 
(YATA). 

He told AFP in Dubai that 
the popular archaeological 
sites of the Marib region, 
the scene of several recant 
kidnappings, could only be 
visited in large groups with 
an army escort. 

Mr. Mohammad said the 
measures would stay in 
force until the April 27 gen- 
eral elections. 

The authorities have 
accused the kidnappers of 
deliberately trying to sabo- 
tage the elections — the 
First since the country's 
civil war in 1994. 


Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saiah said late 
Saturday that “on the eve of 
the legislative elections, all 
historic achievement is 
being hindered by some 
problems” — a reference to 
the kidnapping. 

Earlier this month seven 
German motorcycle tourists 
were kidnapped by 50 
armed tribesmen near 
Tarim. 750 kilometres east 
of Sanaa, and held by mem- 
bers of the Manahil moun- 
tain tribe, north of the oil- 
rich Wadi Massila area. 

They were freed 10 days 
later, after which the 
Yemeni government denied 
that it satisfied the captors' 
demand of a ransom of S7 
million. 


Turkish coalition frays 


under military pressure 1 


ISTANBUL (R) — Demands by Turkey's 
powerful generals for a crackdown on 
Islamist activities have exposed the fault 
lines in the ruling coalition and revived 
doubts about the long-term survival of the 
10-month-old government 

The run-up to Monday’s regularly sched- 
uled meeting of the military-dominated 
National Security Council touched off a 
war of words at the weekend between the 
coalition’s Islamist and secularist wings. 

At issue are 18 directives from the coun- 
cil, which is charged under the constitution 
with safeguarding the secular system, 
aimed at choking off the growing influence 

of religion in public life. 

Laid down on Feb. 28. they include strict 
limits on Koranic education, enforcement 
of restrictions on head scarves and other 
forms of Muslim dress, as well as an assault 
on pro-Islamist media and business. 

But the broader underlying questions — 
the role of the military in Turkish democra- 
cy, relations between mosque and state, the 
rise of civil society — are also in play. 

“Either this government will go. or 
democracy will,” said commentator Bilal 
Cetin, summing up the the long-term out- 
look of a number of analysts. 

“The consensus is that the chances of sur- 
vival for both are decreasing steadily.” Mr. 
Cetin wrote in the daily Yeni Yuzyil. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, the 
first Islamist leader of the officially secular 
republic, reluctantly endorsed the council's 
orders for a crackdown. 

However, aides from his Welfare Party 
have since hinted enforcement would be 
less than enthusiastic. 

The more outspoken ministers of the 
junior partner True Path Party, secularist 
conservatives at least in name, meanwhile 


pledged aggressive implementation. 

For the second time in a month the gov. 
eminent cancelled its weekly cabinet meet. 
ing 7 apparently to avoid a public rift befoi 
the session of the security council, which 
groups the top force commanders and 
senior ministers. 

Talk of early elections, never far from the 
surface in Turkey, is once again in the air. 

The agenda for Monday’s meeting, which 
begins at 0630 GMT, has not been mat|c 
public. ] 

But enforcement of the Feb. 28 orders, j 
most notably cuts in the religious education j 
that the Islam-based Welfare Party sees as ! 
vital to its future growth, is expected to he 1 
discussed under the catch-all of “national 
security.” 

Already there have been feverish prepara- 
tions on all sides. 

The military brass held a series of consul- : 
tations lare last week and press leaks indi- 
cate the army, by far the most respected 
institution in Turkey, is prepared to see off 
any protests from Prime Minister Erbakan. 

At the same time True Path and Welfare 
officials, in uneasy coalition since, June, 
1996, have traded tough talk. 

“The council’s decisions will be enforced 
to the letter- If there is anyone who is trying 
to stop that, let them come forward and 
try,” said Yalim Erez. trade and industry 
minister from the True Path Party. 

Health Minister Yildirim Aktuna, also 
from True Path, sent shares on the Istanbul 
stock exchange tumbling on Thursday 
when he expressed doubts that Welfare 
would support the crackdown . 

“For Welfare to accept the council deci- 
sions means giving up the policies which 
they have followed until today,” Mr. Aktu- 
na said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE sends aid team to Palestinians 

ABU DHABI (.AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
said on Sunday it was sending a team from its Red Cres- 
cent Society to the West Bank and Gaza Strip to buy $3 
milli on worth of food for Palestinians. The aid was 
ordered by UAE president Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
N ah ay an last week with the aim of supporting the Pales- 
tinian people, the official news agency WAM said. The 
Red Crescent team would leave on Monday to buy food 
from the Palestinian market to “ensure quick delivery and 
activate the domestic economy,” the Red Crescent chief. 
Khalifa Al Suweidi, told WAM. In Shaijah. the rhirri- 
laigest UAE emirate, its ruler Sheikh Sultan Ben Noham- 
mad Al Qassimi announced Saturday the donation of $1 
million for Palestinians to build an orphanage and expand 
Al Ahli hospital in Hebron. 

James Baker to visit W. Sahara 

ALGIERS (AFP) — The U.N. special envoy for the 
Western Sahara. James Baker, will visit the territory next 
month, it was announced here Sunday. The visit will prob- 
ably take place between April 20 and 22. said BaShir 
Mustapha Sayed, the Polisario Front’s foreign affairs 
emissary. It will be the first trip to the region by the former 
U.S. secretary of state since his nomination as special 
envoy in March. Mr. Baker is to try to relaunch ihe peace 
process in the former Spanish colony whose sovereignty 
has been disputed by the Polisario Liberation Front and 
Morocco since 1975. 

Plane skids off runway at Iranian island 

CAIRO (AP) — A passenger jet skidded off a runway 
during a landing in bad weather at the Iranian resort island 
of Kish, Iran’s official Islamic Republic News Agency 
fIRNA) reported Sunday. None of the 150 passengers on 
board was hurt, it said The problem occurred Saturday 
when the jet. which had taken off from Tehran, was land- 
ing at the airport on Kish island, which is 1.025 kilometres 
south of the capital, IRNA said. The agency, monitored in 
Cairo, said the plane landed in “unfavorable weather con- 
ditions” including heavy rainfall and skidded on landing. 
It quoted Bani Adami, managing director of the Kish air- 
port, as saying the incident was under investigation. 


Lebanon, 
Cyprus 
switch to 
summer time? 

NICOSIA (AFP) - 
Lebanon and Cyprus 
moved forward an hour to 
summer time on Sunday 
along with many European 
countries. 

y The new- time, "three 
■hours ahead of GMT. will 
remain in force in Lebanon 
: until the last Saturday of 
September and in Cyprus 
until the last Saturday of 
October. 

Jordan has announced it 
will move to summer time, 
three hours ahead of GMT, 
on April 4. 

Syria and Egypt will 
move to summer time, 
three hours ahead of GMT. 
on April 1 and May 9 
respectively. 

Israel is three hours 
ahead of GMT, and Iran Is 
four-and-a-half hours ahe- 
ad of GMT. both already 
moved to summer time on 
March 21. 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates keep r J 
winter time throughout the 
year, with the UAE and 
Oman four hours ahead of 
GMT and the others three 
hours ahead. 

Yemen sticks to winter 
time three hours ahead of 
GMT throughout the year. 
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: JORDAN TELEVISION 

, 717. "73///-/V 

PROGRAMME TWO 


' 14:05 Cartoon — Captain Planet 

14:30 FI in (stones 

i 15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Nature's I mentions 

1 16:25 Deep Water Haven 

| 16:50 Scrie-- — Ocean Girt 

: 17HHJ Doc. — Extra Dimensions 

; 18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 


! 19:35 Comedy — “One Foot in 
! the Grave" 


20:00 D»v. — Discover Macj- 

■ tine 

. 2(k30 Drama — Murder She 
Wrote 

I 21:10 Drama — Hiehiander 

| 22:00 New s in English 

1 22:25 Under Suspicion 

! 23:00 Middle March 

PRAYER TIMES 

, 04:04. Fajr 

! 05:22 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 11:40 Dhuhr 

. 15:12 'Asr 

17:58 Maghreb 

! 19:16 ’Isha 


CHURCHES 
: St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
| SwriOeh. Tel. S ! 0740 
' Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

1 632785. 

1 St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
! Church of the Anminicatiou 
Tel. 637440. 

» De la Salle Church Tel. 
f 661 757 Terra Sanda Church TeL 

I 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


6223cm 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 773261 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. / / 1751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 8271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tei. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in .Amman Tel. $11295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Warm weather conditions will 
prevail today with temperatures 
becoming slightly above average 
and winds southeasterly moder- 
ate. On Tuesday, temperatures are 
expected to rise farther as relative 
warm. dry. and dusty weather con- 
ditions will prevail and winds 
becoming southwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be warm, 
winds northerly moderate and 


seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

.Amman. 07/22 

Aqaba 12/29 

Deserts 05/24 

Jordan Valley 10/27 

Yesterday's high temperamres: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 27 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 31 per cenL 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAshhab 602507 

Dr. Avman .Al Muhtaseb 875748 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Fetdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy -.637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 

.Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmaev „...( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hilal .Al Sayyid - 986702 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S5417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— -.630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue fttice — 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police -.843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints —.661176 

Water & Sewerage Gcr np fcmc -397467 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) I2i 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ...623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs- 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...—...............77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co-,. —-,636381 
RJ Flighi Information ..08-53200 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813S13Q2 


Khalidi Maternity. 6442S1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 


Malhas. J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine. Shnieisani -.607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66 6 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen .—777 101/3 

AJ-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marfca —89161 1/1 5 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 


Special Surgery S65 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Goa Hospital 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 

1 09 1900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL— (09)986732 
Al Hikraa Modem Hospital 
(09 >990900 

ERBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

-.,......(02)275555 

Greek 

Carbolic Hospital 

_...(02)27' ,T 75 

Ibn Ai 

Nafees Hospital 
107)747100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)31411) 

Haya Hospital 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
{ GS >53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other fights can be supplied on 
phtme OS (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:15 

Sanna (RJ) 

iHi-v; 


08:55. 

09:30 

Npur rvihi iR T) 

09:50 

l(k05 

.Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ i 

. Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 . 

Cairo (RJ) 



18-J0.. 
19d»... 
22:10 . 

...New York, Amsterdam i.RJ) 
Casablanca iRJl 

23:50 Malaga (add) (RX) 

02:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur iRJ) 
03-40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:45 ..Khartoum (SD) 

09-JO 


12:00 

- .Dnha(Q7) 

12:40 


15:05 . 

Vienna (OS) 


23:00 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 


22:45 Athens, Beirut (RD 

00 JO —London, Damascus (BA) 


01:20 ..Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 

05:05 London t.KJ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 — Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 


10:00 


11:25. 

11J5 

. Amsrerdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:15 


12:20 


32 J5 


20:15 


21:00 

21:05 


22:40. 



23:00 


00J0. 

01-20 

Abu Dhabi (add)fRJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 


06:00 — -Istanbul (TK) 

07:35 . — Beinit, London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

10:20 ..... — Cairo (MS) 

33:00 JDoha(QT) 

13:30 —Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 — — - —Vienna (OS') 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 —Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02J0 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

07:30 — ... London (KJ) 


07:35 ..Damascus, London (BA) 
Royal Wing (RW I Flights 
09»0 Marka Airport (from 
QAIAj (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


HLIAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Ctep. AmnvE — &00 am every Mtnfy 
An Damascus —500 pm every Matte 
D=p Etamascus 7:30am way Sunday 
Ac Ammon 5:00 pm every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upperflawer price in fils per kg. * 

Apple.... 

700/500 

Banana (imported).- 
Cabbage 

... -660/600 
..-1000/600 
—140/80 

Carrot 

. 200/120 

Cauliflower. 

200/100 


.230/100 

Cucumber (small).. 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

—380/200 

....270/140 

.450/300 


1550/600 

Grape fruit 

180/130 

Lemon 

-500/250 

Marrow flnrjwi 
Marrow (small) 

— 220/100 
.360/180 

Onion (green) 

-140/180 

Onion (dry) 

.--380/180 

Oranae . 

35Q/30O 

Peas 

950/700 

Pepper (hot) 

620/350 

600/300 

Potato 

—370/200 

Radish ... 

_ 150/60 j 

Spinach 

—280/150 

Stringbeans 

1050/70 

Tomato 

440/2 S 
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Prince chairs applied university 
* Royal Commission meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad, cultural advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein, chaired the first 
meeting of the Royal Commission for the 
Balqa Applied University and approved the 
formation of the university’s executive 
committee. 

The commission named Deputy Prime 
Minister for Services and Minisrer of 
Administrative Development Abdullah 
Ensoor as president. Minister of Education 
and Higher Education Munther Masri as 
member, and Dr. Victor Billeh as member 
and acting president of the university'. 

It also named Mohammad Samir 
Halawani as secretary'. 

The commision emphasised the impor- 
tance of studying labour market require- 
ments in order that university curricula con- 
^ form to such. 


It stressed the significance of dose coor- 
dination between the university and local 
industry. community colleges and 
universities. 

The Balqa Applied University was estab- 
lished by a Royal Decree issued on Aug. 22 
of last year. King Hussein named Prince 
Ghazi as chairman of the university ’s Royal 
Commission as well as its board of trustees. 

The new university is slated to include 
undergraduate faculties and community 
colleges linked to various government 
departments as well as adopt those run by 
the Jordan Armed Forces. 

In his message to the government, the 
King said the applied university should 
supervise community college progress in 
regulating academic and vocational levels 
and encourage qualified students to pursue 
vocational and technical occupations. 


UNDP to assist Kingdom 
in minimising pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — The United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) resident 
representative in Jordan, Jtirgen Lissner 
Sunday visited Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment Tawfiq 
Kreishan and stated that his office is ready 
to offer Jordan grants to help combat all 
forms of pollution. 

Mr. Lissner said that, as parr of that assis- 
tance. UNDP environment experts would 
be available to help spread public aware- 
ness on the dangers of pollution and what 
can be done to avoid such. 

The UN official reviewed the survey pan 
of a programme designed to help Jordan 
minim ise pollution with Mr. Kreishan 

The survey will be conducted by minis try 
teams in all environment-related sectors, 
including health and energy. 

It will help pave the way for an integrated 


strategy to be adopted by the Kingdom in 
the 21st century, according to a ministry 
official. 

Messrs. Lissner and Kreishan also dis- 
cussed ways in which Jordan can coordi- 
nate measures with the Palestine Environ- 
ment Authority through the General Corpo- 
ration for Environmental Protection. 

Meanwhile in Aqaba, a shipment of 57 
items of machinery and equipment airived 
as a gift from the Japanese government to 
Jordan. The implements will be used for 
the disposal of dangerous waste. 

According to Samih Abu Amerieh. direc- 
tor of the Department of Municipal Affairs 
in Aqaba, the equipment worth SI 1 million, 
includes bulldozers, tractors, dump trucks 
and integrated workshops for maintenance 
work. 


Armouti appointed to lead Jordanian 
participation in German exposition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Salani Majali has appointed Dr. Mazen 
Armouti, both advisor to HRH -Crown 
Prince Hassan and president of the Institute 
of Diplomacy as Jordan's commissioner- 
general for the Hannover Universal Exposi- 
tion (Expo 2000) in Germany, according to 
an Institute of Diplomacy statement. 

Dr. Majali announced his appointment in 
a letter addressed to German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in which he informed him of 
Jordan’s decision to take part in the five- 
month exposition, expected to be the most 
elaborate international event at the close of 
the century, the statement said. 

The overall theme of Expo 2000 will be 
“Mankind. Nature, Technology" and will 
include cultural, scientific, tourist and envi- 


ronmental activities in addition to confer- 
ences covering various facets of 
international relations, according to the 
statement. 

Dr. Armouti will also chair a national 
committee to oversee the planning and 
organisation of Jordanian participation in 
the event. 

The committee will also be assigned the 
task of organising “Jordanian weeks" in 
Germany to be held before and after the 
exposition to boost bilateral relations and 
strengthen ties at the political, economic, 
cultural, scientific and tourist levels, the 
statement said. 


Defence contests court jurisdiction in lese majeste case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special io ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The defence, in the 
case of two journalists accused of 
lese majeste, Sunday re-contest- 
ed the State Security’s Court 
jurisdiction in the case and asked 
for their clients full acquittal of 
all charges. 

Journalist Nahed Hattar is 
standing trial on charges of dis- 
tributing articles which slandered 
both His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
while journalist Abdullah Abu 
Ruman is accused of verbally 
slandering of the King. 

Defence Attorney Faisal 
Batayneh said in his 1 0-page 
closing argument Lhat his client’s 
articles were not intended to 
slander the King but rather criti- 
cise the government’s perfor- 


mance and policies. 

“My client concentrated on an 
analysis of the positive and nega- 
tive aspects of the government’s 
policies and performances based 
on his judgements of right and 
wrong," hesaid. 

Mr. Batayneh also requested 
that one of the charges, which the 
military’ prosecutor" mentioned in 
his closing argument, accusing 
Mr. Hattar of receiving cash from 
abroad to write the aforemen- 
tioned articles, be omitted. 

“The military' prosecution's 
allegations are both dangerous 
and insulting and I question the 
prosecution's failure to mention 
this issue either in its charge 
sheet or during the court ses- 
sion.” Mr. Batayneh stated. 

He referred to earlier witnesses 
testifying for the defence, includ- 
ing former Prime Minster Taher 


Masri. who earlier told the court 
that an article Mr. Hattar wrote 
contained no statements about 
the King and Deputy Toujan 
Faisal who testified 'that the 
newspaper's editors would pre- 
view columns and that if these 
editors felt dial any material 
therein was slanderous they 
would prevent such articles from 
publication. 

Charges against the two stem 
from articles they wrote during 
and after the unrest in August 
over the hike in bread prices. 

Some of these articles were 
published in weeklies, while oth- 
ers were seized during a police 
raid at the journalists' office. 

Defence Attorney Zaycd 
Radaideh. who is defending Sir. 
Abu Ruman. said in his closing 
argument that the prosecution 
failed to present any evidence 


against his client. 

In addition, he said, the prose- 
cution based its charges on an 
article which was written by his 
client containing no slanderous 
material and furthermore illegal- 
ly seized by security forces dur- 
ing the raid. 

"My client w;ls merely writing 
about his own feelings regarding 
the bread prices in an article kept 
locked in his drawer.” Mr. 
Radaideh stated. 

He further charged that the 
prosecution misinterpreted the 
meaning and thoughts written in 
the article. 

Justices Yousef Faouri. Are)' 
Syouf and Salem SaouJi *ei 
April 15 to either issue a verdict 
or further study the case. 


Ministry denies report alleging possible 
reduction of bread prices in Kingdom 


Doctor 
held in 
woman’s 
death 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 65- 
year old gynaecologist was 
apprehended last week in 
connection with the death 
of a woman, three months 
pregnant, according to an 
official source. 

The official source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the author- 
ities apprehended the doc- 
tor. 

The woman who visited 
the doctor regularly appar- 
ently wished to have an 
abortion, he said. 

“The doctor agreed to 
perform the abortion for JD 
100, the source stated, and 
during the operation the 
woman passed away and 
the police was notified.” 

Coroners later attributed 
the cause of the death to the 
use of unsterilised medical 
equipment 

According to the official, 
the gynaecologist, identi- 
fied only as M.S., was offi- 
cially charged with per- 
forming an abortion, illegal 
in Jordan, and will be 
referred to the Amman 
Criminal Court in the next 
few weeks. — R.H. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Finance Sun- 
day denied a report in the 
Arabic daily A1 Dustour 
which described govern- 
ment plans to 'reduce 
bread prices and annul a 
cash subsidy which the 
government initiated in 
August of last year. 

The Jordan News 
Agency. Petra quoted a 
ministry source as 
emphasising that the 
Ministry of Finance is 
continuing with previous 
government regulations 
regarding cash subsidies 
for Jordanian citizens to 
offset an increase in 


bread prices. 

Al Dustour stated that 
the government is cur- 
rently considering the 
possibility of reducing 
the price of a kilogram of 
bread from 210 tils to 150 
fils and that only those 
who currently benefit 
from financial assistance 
from the National Aid 
Fund (NAF) will contin- 
ue to receive a cash sub- 
sidy. 

According to the report, 
the government began to 
consider the reduction in 
response to a dip in world 
wheat prices from $275 
to S200 a tonne last year. 


Al Dustour also report- 
ed that a parliamentary 
committee, formed to 
study bread and animal 
feed prices, suggested 
lhat the government uf 
former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabarili 
decrease bread prices to 
150 fils a kilo but failed to 
win official support. 

A n i ncrease i n bread 
and fodder prices, follow- 
ing the government's ter- 
mination of subsidies for 
both, triggered protests in 
several towns in southern 
Jordan last summer. 

At the time, the then- 
govemment announced 


that it would compensate 
Jordanians for the 
increase through a cash 
subsidy of JD L2X per 
person, per month. 

In its denial of the Al 
Dustour report. the 
source stared lhat the 
Ministry of Finance is 
currently preparing for 
die distribution of cash 
subsidies to livestock 
breeders in the second 
w eek of April. 

It will do sueh through 
the Housing Bank, the 
source said, and distribu- 
tion dales will be 
announced at a later date. 


Dentists to convene in Amman in two conferences 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 15th Jordanian Dentists Conference and the 20th Conference of the Arab Dentists Fed- 
eration (ADF) wil both open tomorrow' at the Palace of Culture of Al Hussein Youth City under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

According to President of the Jordan Dentists Association (JDA) Dr. Said Abu Meizar, a total of 1.U00 dentists 
from 13 countries are expected to attend the meetings which are organised bv the JDA in conjunction with the 
ADF. 

Dr. Abu Meizar, chairman of the conference, said that during their three days of deliberations, participants will 
review 100 reports in 36 sessions, covering dental services and surgical operations and will also visit Al Bashir 
hospital's dental clinic. 

Auxiliary to the meetings, the JDA has arranged for on exhibition of dental equipment and medicine by domes- 
tic and international firms, he added 

The meetings will be of benefit to all attending dentists as well as dental surgeons that they might exchange 
information and views and establish direct contacts among themselves for the benefit of their patients. Dr. Abu 
Meizar stated. 

Participants will be accompanied on visits to a number of medical institutions as well as tourist and archaeo- 
logical sites upon the conclusion of their meetings, he said. 
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Conference to focus on tooth embedding 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day international dental conference will be held at Al Hussein Medical Centre today with 
dentists from 18 foreign countries participating. Participants to the conference will discuss recent dental embedding tech- 
niques. Head of the Dental Department at AJ Hussein Medical Centre Yasin Husban will present a report covering the 
centre’s experience over the past two years in the field of teeth embedding. Participating in the conference will be den- 
tists from Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Morocco. Tunisia. Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAEj, Yemen. Swe- 
den. the United States. Iran and Jordan. 

FAO official arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Regional information and Communication Officer at the Rome-based Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) Michael Haji arrives here today on a five-day visit to Jordan during which he will discuss issues 
related to the Rome Declaration and others related to the World Food Programme (WFP) conference with Ministry of 
Agriculture Secretary General Gbaleb Abu OrabL The two will discuss measures to ensure food security, combating 
poverty and increasing food production. 

Iraqi delegation visits Irbid 

AMMAN (Petra) An Iraqi trade delegation, currently visiting the Kingdom, Sunday called on the Irbid Chamber of 

Commerce, where they met with its president. Mohammad Shouma. and members. Mr. Sbouma called for the expan- 
sion of commercial exchange protocol between Jordan and Iraq, for enhancing cooperation between entrepreneurs in 
both countries and for implementing joint ventures. The Iraqi delegation visited the Jordan University of Science and 
Technology, and Al Hassan Industrial Estates where they were briefed on the volume of investments therein. 

Workers injured in ceiling collapse 

AMMAN (J.T.) Five workers were injured Sunday when a ceiling collapsed near Al Rabieh Circle in Amman, Civil 

Defence Department (CDD) officials said. Second Lieutenant Aref Tarawneh told the Jordan Times that the accident 
occurred when the five workers, all Egyptian nationals, were pouring concrete on the second floor ceiling of the build- 
ing “There was not enough support to hold the weight of the cement mixture and the roof collapsed,” Lieut. Tarawneh 
said All five men suffered fractures and bruises and were taken, by CDD ambulances, to Al Bashir Hospital. 


What’s Going On 
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: GBRMAN-AMERICAN FILM WEEK 

- - Union” . (English) ar the American 
(^oti^bdqun at 5:00 pan. 

THEATRE FESTIVAL 




'V* French' performance entitled “La Caterer du Petit 
Lebanese- performance entitled Modem 
/to# and Poetry/Professional 96” respectively at 7:00 
^ah.-abd 8:30 p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


LECTURE 

* T Tbe Conflict in the Relationship Between the Educat- 
ed and the Authority in the Arab World" (in Arabic ) by Dr. 
Wamid Nazim ar Abdul Hameed Shorn an Foundation, 
Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

*, Artworks "by Egyptian artist Jamil Shafiq entitled 
“Black and White 77 atBaiadoa Art Gallery. Gardens Street 
(Tel. 687598); until .April 10. 


DAY 

SEVEN 


Hurry .. Hurry .. 

Only Three Days Left.. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
PRINCESS RANIA AL-ABDULLAH 
JORDAN RIVER FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Is organizing a fund raising campaign 

From March 25 until April 3, 1997 
Between 8:00am - 7:00pm 

You can deposit your contribution to A special Jordan River For Development Projects' bank 
account number 48/50493/20 - At The Arab Jordan InvestroanfeBank 


Donated gifts cotrid be sent to 
one of the following locations:- 

Jordan River Designs’ showroom (See map) 
Aramex (Mecca St./Infront of Dahiat Al Hussein) 
Aramex (Irbid) 

McDonald's (Mecca St.) 

AJ Ahlia Abela 

Iman Early Learning Center (Abdoun) 

Safeway 

Fakherdin Restaurant 



j | Ahlijyafa School 
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For further information call 613081 or Fax 613083 



4 World News 


India’s Congress withdraws 


support to Deve Gowda 


NEW DELHI l R) — India's 
Congress Party withdrew its 
make-or-break support to 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda's centre-left alliance 
Sunday and staked a claim to 
form the country's next gov- 
ernment. 

It was not immediately 
dear if the Congress deci- 
sion meant the shaky nine- 
month-old government led 
by Mr. Deve Gowda would 
have to resign and call a snap 
mid-term election. 

The bombshell Congress 
announcement came in the 
middle of rare official talks 
between India and Pakistan 
and threatened .to stall Mr. 
Deve Gowda's budset tor 
fiscal 1997/9S ‘iApril- 
March). still pending in par- 
liament after it was unveiled 
on Feb. 28. 

There was no immediate 
comment from government 
officials. 

The news sent shock 
waves through the country's 
financial community. Share 
prices in Bombay fell 
sharply in off-market kerb 
deals. 'This is something 
totally unexpected. There's 
trouble ahead that doesn't 
look like it will be easily 
resolved." said Ravi 


of 


Gopalakrishnan. head 
sales at UBS securities. 

"I met the President 
(Shankar Dayal Sharmai 
today and told him that we 
are withdrawing support to 
the United Front government 
and I also staked our claim to 
form a government." 
Congress President Sitaram 
Kesri told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We have told the presi- 
dent that the support we had 

extended to the government 
on the hope that they will 
support secular forces which 
has not come about so we 
are withdrawing our sup- 
port.” Mr. Kesri added. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad, a 
senior Congress Party offi- 
cial told reporters: “The 
Congress Party is not in 
favour of any fresh elections. 
The Congress Parliamentary 
Party has requested the party- 
president (Kesri) to formally 
write to the president to 
stake the party's claim.” 

Mr. Kesri, who became 
Congress president in 
September after former 
Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao was forced 
to resign the post over cor- 
ruption charges, was expect- 
ed to formal Iv sLake his 


claim before Sharma 
Monday, Congress politi- 
cians said. 

But he did not immediate- 
ly appear to have the support 
of several key Congress 
leaders, including influential 
former Defence Minister 
Shared Pawar. Mr. Rao too 
was not present at the party 
meeting that formally 
endorsed Mr. Kesri's stand 
Sunday. 

The United News of India 
quoted Pawar. regarded as a 
supporter of Mr. Deve 
Gowda's government, as 
saying he was not aware of 
the Congress decision to 
bring down the government. 

Mr. Azad said the 
Congress might amend some 
of the budget proposals of 
Mr. Deve Gowda’s govern- 
ment in case the Congress 
succeeded in its bid to head a 
new coalition. 

“We will see what changes 
are needed and implement 
them." he told Reuters. 

Agriculture Minister 
Chaturanan Mishra. a 
Communist member of the 
government, told Reuters he 
felt Mr. Deve Gowda should 
resign. ‘The government 
was dependent on the 
Congress Party's support 


and if that support is with- 
drawn it is logical that the 
government should resign.” 

India’s oldest political 
machine. Congress is reeling 
from a string of financial 
scandals dogging its leading 
politicians. 

Congress officials said the 
withdrawal decision fol- 
lowed “attempts by the 
United Front” to split the 
Congress Party in the key 
north Indian state of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

The rightwing Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
formed a coalition govern- 
ment in the state earlier this 
month, thwarting Congress 
attempts to rule the crucial 
region which sends 85 
deputies to the 545-member 
lower house of parliament 

Mr. Deve Gowda’s minori- 
ty 15-member Ignited Front 
alliance which groups free- 
traders, Communists and 
centrists and controls some 
178 deputies in the lower 
house, was formed in June 
1996 after inconclusive 
national elections. 

The Congress, which has 
142 deputies, supported the 
government but was not part 
of the ruling alliance and 
held no cabinet post. 


Violence surges in 
Indian Kashmir 


SRINAGAR. India (R) — 
More violence flared in 
India's Restive Jammu and 
Kashmir state Sunday, a day 
after a car bomb blast killed 
16 people and wounded 
about 70. 

Police said suspected sepa- 
ratist rebels lobbed a grenade 
at a security' patrol in the 
busy Amira Kadal market in 
the heart of Srinagar, the 
state's summer capital. It 
missed the patrol and explod- 
ed on the road, wounding 
four civilians. 

Nine policemen were 
wounded earlier when a 
deuce contained in a pouch 
tied to the body of a slain 
Muslim militant exploded by 
accident at a police station in 
Kupwara, near the Pakistani 
border. S7 kilometres north 
of Srinagar, police said. 

They had been examining 
the body of a guerrilla killed 
in an overnight dash when 
the device went off. 

•Two of the injured are 
serious ;md we are shifting 
them to Srinagar military 
hospital." a police 
spokesman said. 

K up warn, located in a sen- 
sitive border district, is a 
stronghold of Kashmiri sepa- 
ratist guerrillas. 

The latest trouble in the 
disputed Himalayan territory 
coincided with talks betw een 
Indian and Pakistani diplo- 
mats in Now Delhi, the first 
such formal discussions for 
three years. 

The last round of India- 
Pakistan talks collapsed in 
January 1994 over Muslim- 
majurily Kashmir, claimed 
by huth countries. 

More titan 20.000 people 
have been killed since a 
revolt in the Indian-ruled part 
of the territory began in 
1990. 

A police spokesman said 
violence had surged this 
month, with 192 people 
killed, including 90 militants 
and 1 2 members of the para- 


military security forces. 
There had been 17 explo- 
sions and IS grenade attacks. 
He gave no figures for 
February. 

On Saturday, a car bomb 
blew up in a crowded bus sta- 
tion in Jammu, the stale's 
winter capital, killing 1 6 peo- 
ple and wounding about 70. 
police and hospital doctors 
said. 

Farooq Abdullah, chief 
minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir. has accused 
Pakistan of being behind the 
attack. 

"This dastardly act was 
sponsored by Pakistan’s ISI 
(Inter-Services Intelligence) 
and its agents with the inten- 
tion of dividing the people on 
communal lines." he said. 

‘The ISI doesn't want nor- 
malisation of relations 
between India and Pakistan 
and is.. .Trying to create trou- 
ble in a bid to divide commu- 
nities to further its ends.” his 
statement added. 

Police .said they had found 
a severed head and torso at 
the scene of Saturday's blasL 
bringing the death toll to 16. 

Hospital doctor Rakesh 
Gaudutra told Reuters abour 
70 people injured in the blast 
had received treatment, of 
whom six were in critical 
condition. About 20 had been 
discharged. 

A five-year-old boy with a 
bandaged thigh lay crying in 
pain. He was sharing a bed 
with his injured father. The 
right-wing Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party called 
for a general strike in Jammu 
Monday in protest at the 
bombing. Jammu is populat- 
ed mainly by Hindus. 

“I was drinking tea and 
suddenly there was a big 
bang and I could see parts of 
human bodies hurtling 
through the air." said 
Bhushan Kumar Gupta, the 
owner of a petrol station next 
to the bus station. “It was like 
an earthquake." 


Peru hostages spend 
Easter under guns 


LIMA (R) — The 72 men 
held captive by Peruvian 
Marxist rebels at the 
Japanese ambassador’s 
house looked set to make 
Easter Sunday their 103rd 
day under their captors' 
guns as negotiations for 
their release hit a low point 

“We still don't foresee a 
peaceful solution soon.” 
Tupac Amaru 

Revolutionary Movement 
tMRTA) leader Nestor 
Cerpa said on Saturday by 
walkie-talkie from within 
the residence. 

“The positions are still not 
really drawing close." 

The hostages were cap- 
tured on Dec. 17 during an 
MRTA raid on a cocktail 
party thrown by Japanese 
Ambassador Mori hi sa Aoki. 

The hostages, including 
Aoki. two Peruvian cabinet 
ministers, generals, busi- 
nessmen, President Alberto 
Fujimori’s brother, Pedro, 
the Bolivian ambassador 
and two dozen Japanese cit- 
izens, have also spent 
Christmas and New Year’s 
in the mansion. 

In his communication 
from the compound. Cerpa 
denied speculation by diplo- 
mats. officials and the press 
that the MRTA paved the 
way for a deal with the gov- 
ernment by accepting a 
Cuban offer for political 
asylum for himself and the 
other rebels. 

“[ repeat that we have not 
come here to look for asy- 
lum or a trip abroad,” Cerpa 
insisted, repeating his main 
demand — freedom for 
their 450 jailed comrades. 

"While you hear state- 
ments that totally deny the 
possibility of that (releases), 
the peaceful solution is very 
far away.” he said. 

As the hostages prepared 
to receive a special mass 
and chocolate eggs for 
Easter, Archbishop Juan 
Cipriani, one of the three 


peace guarantors operating 
as negotiators, sought to 
bring them solace. He said 
headway was being made 
and blamed the press for the 
prevailing sense of pes- 
simism. 

‘1 can tell you progress 
has been made,” he told 
local radio. "Sometimes, 
when I read the papers, they 
make me sick." 

Amid the sense of gloom 
in the 15-week-old crisis, 
the only recent tangible 
improvement in the situa- 
tion of the hostages came on 
Saturday, when rebels 
chopped down a tree that 
was blocking a window. 

Soon after that. Peruvian 
Foreign Minister Francisco 
Tudela, one of the hostages, 
made his first appearance in 
weeks. Later. Aoki and 
another unidentified 
hostage also were glimpsed 
looking out the window. 

Fujimori has ruled out 
releasing any MRTA prison- 
ers, and vehemently under- 
lined in a speech last week 
that no "terrorists” should 
be allowed to walk free. 

Diplomats, the media and 
officials have been saying 
all week the government 
and the MRTA were draw- 
ing closer to an accord 
involving asylum in Cuba 
and possibly the release of 
some lower-level prisoners. 

Cerpa said: "The only 
thing 1 can tell you is that 
the conversations continue." 

The two sides last met 
face-to-face on March 12, 
and since then the three- 
member commission of 
guarantors has been trying 
to negotiate a solution. 

Two of the guarantors — 
archbishop Cipriani and 
Red Cross representative 
Michel Minnig — entered 
the residence on Saturday 
for further talks with the 
MRTA. They left without 
comment to reporters. 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, March 31, 1997 
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A Cambodian woman cries in horror beside the bodies of victims shortly after a bomb and grenade attack at a potit- 
cal rally outside the parliament in Phnom Penh on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


Attackers kill 7 at Cambodia protest 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Seven people were killed and 
many injured in a grenade 
attack on a demonstration led 
by opposition leader Sara 
Rainsy in the Cambodian 
capital Sunday, police said. 

Police said four grenades 
ripped through the crowd of 
150-200 demonstrators out- 
side the Cambodian national 
assembly around 8.30 a.m. 
(0130 GMT), but contradict- 
ed earlier reports that a bomb 
had been placed in a food 
vendor’s trolley. 

Sam Rainsy, leader of the 
officially unrecognised 
Khmer Nation Party (KNP). 
narrowly escaped injury in 
the blasts and told reporters 
later, "this is a setback for 
democracy in Cambodia." 

A municipal police officer, 
who did not give his-name. 
told reporters seven people. 


in a park opposite the parlia- 
ment building as armed police 
arrived in force to seal off all 
roads leading to the assembly. 
Blood and placards littered 
the ground. 

It took more than half an 
hour to take away all die 
injured, including some who 
were badly hurt. They were 
ferried to hospitals on the 
back of police pick-ups and in 
an ambulance. 

One of the injured was 
.American Ron Abney, 55, of 
Cochran. Georgia, who 
works for the International 
Republican Institute, a body 
linked to the Republican 
Party. Ml Abney was wound- 
ed in tire thigh by shrapnel 
and told Reuters he was to be 
evacuated to Singapore for 
treatment. Khieu Kanhwith, 
information secretary of state, 
confirmed the death toll-' of 


had been killed and 25 ‘ seven and saidtirafl 11 -people 
injured, including 19 serious- had been injured. 


ly. Hospital officials said 
many others had come in to 
seek treatment for injuries. 

After the attack dying and 
injured men and women lay 
on the road and pavement and 


Ministry of Interior spoke- 
man Sok Phal said the 
demonstration had been 
authorised by the ministry 
and police had launched an 
investigation into the attack. 


Sam Rainsy, in a blood- 
smeared shirt and jacket, said 
his bodyguards Han Mony 
and KNP steering committee 
member Chhet Daravuth 
were among the dead, along 
with at least two female gar- 
ment workers. 

He accused co-Premier Hun 
Sen of the Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP) of being 
behind the attack, the first 
against an opposition demon- 
stration since the KNP started 
launching anti-government 
demonstrations last year. 

“It was a weli-planned 
attack. These attacks were 
aimed to kin people. 1 was 
leading the demonstration, so 
I presume if there was any 
attack to kill people, they 
would aim at the leader first,” 
he said, adding that he had 
been very lucky to escape. 

One witness said the 
grenades had- been thrown 
from a car that sped past the 
demonstration, but Sam 
Rainsy claimed at least one 
had been thrown from the 
national assembly compound 
and another by someone in 
the crowd. 


“I think since the (1993 
general) election, this is the 
worst attack. This is a very 
clear indication that the situa- 
tion is deteriorating very dra- 
matically.” Sam Rainsy said. 

He said the aim of the attack 
was to dissuade people from 
taking part in further protests. 

But Sam Rainsy, who was 
sacked as finance minister in 
late 1994 for his criticism of 
the government and expelled 
from parliament a year later, 
pledged to continue straps 
gling for democracy an.* H 
human rights. 

He had called Sunday's 
demonstration to protest 
against the judiciary's lack of 
independence and alleged 
subservience to the CPP, 
which formed an uneasy 
coalition government with the 
royalist FUNCINPEC Party' 
after U-N.-nm general elec- 
tions in 1993. 

Sara Rainsy formed the 
KNP in November 1 995 and 
last February joined an 
alliance with FUNCINPEC to 
compete against the CPP in 
elections expected in 
November next vear. 


Burma keeps security tight for 
Lao premier; unrest dies down 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Burmese authorities kept 
security tight for a visit by 
Laotian Prime Minister 
Khamtay Siphandone as com- 
munal unrest in the capital 
appeared to be winding down, 
witnesses said 

Security forces surrgunding 
the official visit supplemented 
those stationed near mosques 
and monasteries to stem a rash 
of attacks on Muslim property 
which began two weeks ago 
in the central Burmese city of 
Mandalay. Rangoon has been 
quiet for the past few days 
after a series of incidents in 
which Buddhist monks stoned 
and vandalised mosques and 
private Muslim homes, but 
curfews apparently remained 
in place in Mandalay and 
Toungoo. 

Dozens of Muslim proper- 
ties have been targeted in 
cities across the country, 
including Pegu, where 
Khamtay was taken Sunday 
after signing agreements on 


drug suppression and border 
management the previous day. 

Khamtay is in Burma on an 
official visit with General 
Than Shwe. chairman of the 
military’s ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), the state- 
run radio Rangoon reported 

The most serious incidents 
in the latest unrest have 
occurred in Mandalay and 
Rangoon, where at least 100 
monks have been picked up 
for questioning and religious 
examinations scheduled for 
the coming week have been 
cancelled 

SLORC officials have 
blamed the unrest on elements 
out to ruin its bid to join the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
whose membership includes 
the majority Muslim Brunei, 
Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Burma. Laos and fellow 
observer Cambodia may be 
admitted as full members of 
ASEAN as eariv as July. 


Sri Lankan government rejects Tiger overture as ‘nothing new 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka Sunday flatly 
rejected an offer of condi- 
tional peace talks by Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas as “nothing 
new" and reiterated that the 
rebels must lay down arms 
to end the drawn out war. 

The separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) said in remarks 
published Sunday that they 
were prepared for third- 
party mediated talks provid- 
ed security forces withdraw 
from territory captured from 
diem. 

“There is nothing new in 
the Tiger offer.” a govern- 
ment spokesman said. “We 
do not take this seriously. 
There is nothing new in 
what they are saying. It is 
the same song only the 


singer is different." 

The government 

spokesman said the main 
stumbling block to negotia- 
tions was the “intransi- 
gence" of the LTTE to lay 
down arms and agree to a 
specific time frame to con- 
clude talks. 

The Sunday Times weekly 
quoted middle-level LTTE 
leader. Shanker Master, as 
saying in the eastern district 
of BatticaJoa that they want- 
ed third parry mediation to 
end the conflict which has 
killed more than 50.000 
since 1972. 

Last week. Foreign 
Minister Lakshman 

Kadirgaiar turned down an 
offer of good offices by 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to bring about a set- 


tlement between the Tiger 
and the Colombo govern- 
ment. 

Sri Lanka h3s also reject- 
ed offers by Western gov- 
ernments and Australia to 
intervene saying that the 
problem was an internal 
issue. 

Tiger area leade r Ma ster 
had repeated the LTTE call 
for the army to withdraw 
from the northern peninsula 
of Jaffna, the former bastion 
of the Tigers captured by 
security forces last year. 

The government has 
already rejected the demand 
as totally unacceptable. 

Instead, the government 
has escalated its mil itary 
campaign against the LTTE 
while unveiling a political 
package aimed at granting 


greater autonomy to minori- 
ty Tamils in exchange for 
ethnic peace. 

The Tigers have already 
rejected the controversial 
peace plan but moderates 
among the Tamil and major- 
ity Sinhalese community 
fed that the political conce- 
sions will marginalise hard- 
liners on both sides of the 
divide. 

A 100-day truce between 
President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga’s government 
and the LTTE ended abrupt- 
ly with the rebels blowing 
up two gun ships at a naval 
facility in the northeast of 
the country in April 1995. 

Thereafter, bitter fighting 
erupted but security forces 
captured the Jaffna peninsu- 
la. regarded as the fountain 


head of Tamil separatism in 
the coun try. 

LTTE supremo Velupillai 
Prabhakaran said in 
November last year that he 
will keep up his guerrilla 
campaign for an indepen- 
dent state called Eelam 
despite the military set- 
backs. 

Prabhakaran has urged his 
supporters to fight on saying 
there was no liberation 
without death, destruction, 
bloodshed and sacrifices. 

“We cannot gain our 
rights by pleading with the 
Sinhala rulers," he said. 
"History has not recorded 
any liberation struggle that 


has won without fighting. 


without bloodshed, without 
death and destruction, with- 
out sacrifices." 


In another development, 
the state-owned Sunday 
Observer newspaper report- 
ed that police have arrested 
a senior Tamil Tiger rebel 
suicide squad member plan- 
ning to assassinate President 
Kumaratunga. 

The 26-year-old suspect, 
Anthonypillai Nesarajah, 
also known as Major Rahu 
Appa. had videotaped tem- 
ple trees, Kumaratunga’s 
official residence, from a 
high-rise building in the 
capital Colombo, the paper 
said. 

He had also revealed plans 
to attack helicopters used to 
transport senior government 
officials, it said. 

A military spokesman said 
he had no information on 
the report. 


China, Taiwan jostle over 
Central American ties 


SAN JOSE (AFP) — China and Taiwan jostled to improve 
their commercial and political ties with Central American 
nations this week, fanning the flames of the two Asian nations’ 
historic dispute. 

China wants to establish diplomatic links with the seven 
countries of Central America. Chinese ambassador to the 
United Nations Qin Huasun said here Tuesday. 

Mr. Qin, traveling with Chinese businessmen looking inub' 
buying Costa Rican coffee, sugar and bananas, said he hopes 
to get support from Costa Rica to sway other Central American 
countries to improve ties with Beijing. 

|*We want to normalise diplomatic relations with all countries 
with whom we haven’t had such ties ... particularly with 
Central America." said Mr. Qin, who met with Costa Rican 
Foreign Minister Fernando Naranjo. 

Mr. Naranjo said Central America would maintain its diplo- 
matic ties with Taiwan even as it increases trade with China, 
which has a potential market of 1.200 million people and 
enjoys 10 per cent annual economic growth. 

But Taiwan which has stepped up investment in the region 

over the last few months — saw the initiative as an effort to 
fray its ties to the isthmus. 

Central America's seven countries — Belize. Costa Rica, 0 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras. Nicaragua and Panama — an? 
among 30 nations around the world that recognise Taiwan. 

The Taiwanese government has maintained it is die legiti- 
mate Chinese government since the Nationalist Party fled the 
mainland in 1949 and serried on the island off die Chinese 
coast The communist government in Beijing considers Taiwan 
a renegade province. 

Both are interested in investing in the Panama Canal wfaegr 
the United States hands over control to Panama in 2000. * 

Taiwan s foreign ministry has said the island nation's foreign 
minister will travel to the region sometime in the next few 
months to counteract China’s initiatives there. 

Panamanian Foreign Minister Ricardo Arias said his govern- 
ment's decision to invite Taiwanese President Lee Teng-Hui to 
a congress on the canal had strained relations with Beijing. 

Taiwan- Panama relations will be sseriouslv harmed if Ml Lee 
participates in^ the conference on the canal. according to the 
head 0 f China's Trade Development Office, who said Beijing 
had convinced U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan not to 
attend. Guatemala’s endorsement of Taiwan’s bid for UK 
membership and Taiwanese Foreign Minister John Chang's 
presence at the Guatemalan peace accords signina last 
December prompted China to veto sending a U.N. force there 
to help implement the agreements. 

After intense negotiations involving third parties. Guatemala 
a secret agreement on Taiwan, and Chim* 
agrmita lift its “punishment" of the Central American coun- 
try, U.N. sources said. 


Nicaragua the only country to have close relations with 
China under ihe leftwing Sandinista remme — broke off ties in 


"" “ ^ ““* ,d 


Coaa Rica already has an “intense" cooperation programing 

nJS 1 ' ^ Naran j° ex P ,a *ired Tuesday, 
cp- . D “ 5 s plans to open a central American trade 

office m Beijing. Mr. Naranjo said. 
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U.N. struggles to aid refugees in Zaire 

GOMA, Zaire (K) — United 
Nations and other aid workers 
on Sunday launched a big 
operation to help about 20.000 
Rwandan Hutu refugees com- 
ply with orders to leave a tem- 
porary camp close to 
Kisangani. 

The UN. refugee agency 
said the rebels who seized 
Zaire's third city two weeks 
ago had ordered the refugees 
at Lula, seven kilometres 
south of Kisangani, to move 
back from the city towards a 
site 25 kilometres to the south. 

The refugees have been 
stranded in eastern Zaire after 
a four-month trek through the 
jungle to escape the rebel war 

The rebels gave no reason 
for their ultimatum to the 
refugees. But they had earlier 
, warned the refugees not to try 
to enter Kisangani and said 
instead they return to their 
homeland, Rwanda. 

The decision to close the 
camp was disclosed a day after 
Zaire rebels denied the United 
Nations World Food 
Programme access to Lula to 
bring food. 



A young girl attends an Easter mass at one of Kinshasa's Catholic churches on Sunday. The political situation 
remains uncertain despite a ceasefire agreement betwen rebel leader Laurent-Desire Kabila and President Mobutu 
Sese Seko reached in Lome, Togo. The negotiations are to take pleace next week I Reuters photo) 


UJC. officials said they were 
doing ah they could lohdpthe 
refugees comply with the 
order to move out of Lula by 
providing transport and other 
facilities. 

Kill an Kleinschmidt of the 
office of the U.N. refugee 
agency UNHCR said on the 
telephone from Kisangani on 
Sunday: “They have to move 
today, otherwise there is a risk 
they could be pushed back by 
the military." 

While he was speaking, 
workers from a range of aid 
organisations were loading up 
a special train in Kisangani 
with 1 00 tonnes of food, med- 
ical supplies, blankets and 
other essentials. 

The train was to deliver the 
aid materials to up to 40,000 
Rwandan Hutu refugees gath- 
ered at a point on the railway 
line 41 kilometres south of 
Kisangani. 

Aid agencies had earlier 
warned that thousands of these 
refugees trapped near the rail- 
way line could die unless they 
were quickly provided with 
food, water and medicine. 


At least 500 refugees have 
died since arriving at the vil- 
lage of Ubilo 82 kilometres 
south of the city on March 16. 
according to the Zairean Red 
Cross. 

And the rebels have killed 
about 100 armed refugees in 
clashes since taking 
Kisangani, according to Red 
Cross officials. 

Rebels from the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo (ADFL) 
have seized control of about a 
quarter of die country since 
last October in a war to oust 
ailing President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Negotiations between the 
ADR. and envoys of Mobutu 
could stair early this week, 
probably in South Africa, 
according to an alliance 
spokesman. 

Senior ADR officials say 
members of the former 
Rwandan Government Array 
(FAR.) and interahamwe mili- 
tia among the refugees pose a 
military threat, while the 
refugees themselves distract 
attention from impoverished 


and displaced Zaireans. 

More than a million Hums 
fled camps on the Rwandan 
and" Burundian border last 
October and November at the 
start of a campaign by rebels 
fighting the Zairean ajray. 

About 600.000 returned to 
Rwanda in November via 
Goma, but hundreds of thou- 
sands mote fled west into the 
jungle, including former 
Rwandan army troops and 
Interahamwe held responsible 
for massacres during the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda. 

Since then the refugees — 
now begging to return home 
— have set up a series of 
makeshift camps and fled 
before the rebel advance in a 
trek that has hampered relief 

efforts. 

UNHCR said it was appeal- 
ing to donors for money to fly 
the most vulnerable refugees 
direct to the Rwandan capital 
Kigali from Kisangani at a rate 
of up to 2,000 per day. The 
rest, once they were strong 
enough, could then return to 
Rwanda overland by truck, 
barge and on foot. 
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Albanian embassy says 79 missing after sea collision 


Britain’s Conservatives 
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ROME (AFP) — Seventy- 
nine people, mostly women 
and children, are listed miss- 
ing from the Albanian boat 
which sank after colliding 
with an Italian warship on 
Friday, according to 
Albanian embassy docu- 
ments disclosed Sunday. 

Bad weather in the 
Adriatic Sea where the colli- 
sion occurred" 35 nautical 
miles off the Italian coast 
was still severely hampering 
search and rescue operations 

^Sunday. 

1 The documents sent to 
Italian investigators by the 
Albanian embassy here, 
showed there were 117 
Albanians aboard the Kater I 
Rades tug when it was struck 
by the Italian warship 
Sibilla. 


The 34 survivors and the 
four bodies recovered figure 
on the passenger list. 

Recriminations surround- 
ing the collision are threaten- 
ing to cloud the decision to 
send an Italian-led military 
force to Albania to secure aid 
deliveries. 

Survivors allege the Italian 
navy vessel deliberately 
rammed their boat 

“The Italians are crimi- 
nals," one survivor said. 

Another described tearful- 
ly how his wife and three- 
month-old baby bad disap- 
peared in the water after the 
collision. 

Italy's Navy Chief of Staff, 
Admiral Angelo Mariani, 
said the collision happened 
when the Albanian tug sud- 
denly turned across the war- 
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Kenyan troops move 
to Ethiopia border 


NAIROBI lR) — Kenyan 
troops and paramilitary 
police equipped with heli- 
copters have moved to the 
border with Ethiopia after 
ethiopian bandits killed 80 
Kenyans, including 19 
policemen, in a cattle raid 
last week, area residents 
said Sunday. 

Kenyan President- Daniel 
Arap Moi, in a statement 
issued in Nairobi, paid trib- 
ute to the dead policemen 
who, be said, had lost their 
lives in the service of their 
X country. He said Kenya 
- would formally protest to 
Ethiopia about the raid. 

Kenyan security sources 
said a major military and 
police operation had been 
launched in Marsabir dis- 
trict after the raid. 

Last weekend aboui 300 
armed Shangilla and 


Armakolle tribesmen from 
southern Ethiopia crossed 
into Kenya and raided a 
nomadic settlement at 
Kopkai. They killed 36 
Kenyans and stole 4,000 
cattle, goats and camels. 

More casualties resulted 
from later clashes between 
the raiders and local tribes 
and police. 

Military sources said the 
raiders had fled across the 
border into Ethiopia, pur- 
sued by Kenyan security 
forces. 

Cattle raiding is common 
in the area, but last week's 
attack was one of the most 
serious ever recorded. 
Officials said some of the 
policemen who died were 
surrounded and overpow- 
ered by the raiders in a 
swamp area alongside Lake 
Turkana. 


Japanese minister seeks 
better ties in China talks 
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BELTING (R) ■ — Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikeda and top Chinese leaders 
Sunday agreed to follow 
Tokyo's symbolic resumption 
of grant aid to Beijing with 
. efforts to further mend the 
y bartered Sino-Japanese rela- 
tionship. 

Japanese officials said both 
sides agreed in principle to an 
exchange of visits this year 
by Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto and 
Chinese Premier Li Peng, 
with Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin expected to travel to 
Tokyo in 1998. 

Mr. Ikeda met Mr. Jiang 
and Mr. Li Sunday, one day 
after si gnin g an agreement 
thar lifted a ban on grant aid 
imposed by Tokyo in protest 
at Chinese nuclear weapons 
testing. 

Both Mr. Ikeda and Mr. 
Jiang had signalled their will- 
ingness to work hard for bet- 
ter relations during 1997. the 
25th anniversary year of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
_ relations between Tokyo and 
. Beijing. said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 

ffidehiko Hamada. 

The foreign minister.. 


Expressed his wish to further 
improve bilateral relations 
between Japan and China in 
this commemorative year.” 
Mr. Hamada told a news 
briefing. 

Japanese officials say ties 
with Beijing have warmed 
greatly since being chilled 
last year by disputes over a 
contested island group in the 
East China Sea and by Mr. 
Hashimoto’s visit ro a contro- 
versial Tokyo war shrine. 

The disputes, along with 
friction over Chinese nuclear 
weapons testing, a Japan- 
U.S. security pact and the 
legacy of Tokyo’s imperial 
past, had helped drive rela- 
tions to what Japanese offi- 
cials called their lowest ebb 
since 1972. 

Mr. Ikeda had told Mr. Li it 
was normal for any 25-year 
marriage to experience prob- 
lems, and that such disputes 
were the inevitable result of 
the i ntim acy of matrimony, 
Mr. Hamada said 

“Once (we) got married, 
suddenly we have to live 
together... Of course, (we) 
may find some problems — 
because the basic relations 
are much closer,” he said 


battle sleaze allegations 


ship’s bow after it had been 
ordered to stop. 

He accused the tug’s cap- 
tain of behaving “unpre- 
dictably and irresponsibly.” 

The warship, which 
Mariani said did not have 
any “obvious dents” on its 
bow, had been impounded. 

Judicial sources in Italy 
said the Albanian boat's cap- 
tain. Xhafer Namik. had 
been arrested Deputy State 
Prosecutor Leonardo Leone 
de Castris said he had been 
accused of aiding “illegal 
immigration for financial 
gain.” 

Italian authorities say the 
tug had been stolen by a 
criminal gang involved in 
illegal immigration. 

Witnesses in Vlore said the 
refugees paid $600 each to 


STRASBOURG, France (Rj 
— Shrugging off a mass 
protest against the rise of his 
far-right party, French 
National Front leader Jean- 
Marie le Pten urged Europe’s 
nationalists on Sunday to 
strengthen their hand through 
cooperation. 

“We propose in coming 
days a form of...political 
cooperation between our 
countries. Why not call this 
‘Euro-naf — a grouping of 
the Europe of nationalists, of 
tiie Europe of nationals.” Ie 
Pen told a party congress in 
the eastern French city of 
Strasbourg. 

Le Pen made the proposal 
after speeches to the congress 
by several rightists from other 
European countries, includ- 
ing Ricardo Saenz de 
Ynestrillas, president of 
Spam’s Alianza Unidad 
NacionaL Frank Vanhecke, 
president of Belgium’s 
Vlaaras Blok, and Former 
German European Parliament 
Deputy Hans-Gunter 

Schodruch. 

“Mr Le Pen is in the van- 
guard of the Nationalist 
Movement,” Saenz de 
Ynestrillas told cheering dele- 
gates on the second day of the 
front's congress. 

A day earlier, an estimated 
40,000 anti-front protesters 
marched through the streets 
of Strasbourg, which is home 
to die European Parliament 
and the Council of Europe, 
set up w promote human 
rights and democracy across 


the Mafia to embark, and 
that 120 people boarded. 

The witnesses, cited by the 
Italian news agency ANSA, 
said that many women and 
children were in the hold 
when the tug capsised in 
minutes. Of the 34 survivors, 
30 were men. 

Despite the Albanian 
embassy’s figures. Mariani 
insisted the tug’s 20-metre 
length and three-metre width 
could not have held any 
more than 50 people. 

On Monday Albanian 
President Sali Berisha 
agreed to reactivate a 1991 
accord with Italy which 
allows the Italian navy to 
patrol Albanian waters to 
stop refugee boats heading 
for Italy. 

Italy has already accepted 



Jean-Marie le Pen 


the continent 

The congress was convened 
to elect party leaders and plot 
strategy for gaining a 
foothold in the French parlia- 
ment in March 1998 general 
elections. The front now has 
no seats in parliament despite 
le Pen’s 15 per cent showing 
in the 1995 presidential elec- 
tion. Le pen told the party 
faithful that some 180.000 
Strasbourg voters had voted 
for him in 1995 presidential 
elections, aid he accused the 
marchers on Saturday of 
launching “an organised 
attack on democracy and on 
the republic”. 

March organisers boasted 
that the protest, which went 
off peacefully and was 
believed to be the largest ever 
assembled against !e Pen, 
martffiri a turning point in 
their campaign to curb the 
front's influence in French 


13.00<) Albanians in the last 
four weeks. 

Several residents in Vlore 
said the grief and anger over 
the collision could spill over 
into violence against the 
Jtalian-led multinational 
force. “The Italians will have 
problems if they come here.” 
one warned. 

One of the key tasks of the 
force will be to secure the 
ports of Durras and Vlore. as 
well as Tirana airport and 
key buildings. 

Vlore was the epicentre of 
the month of violence that 
has rocked Albania. 
Europe’s poorest country, as 
anti-government rebels 
seized a string of towns in 
the south amid anger over 
collapsed bogus savings 
schemes. 


politics. 

But its impact was marred 
by evening clashes between 
police and young people after 
the march had ended. 

Three police were slightly 
hurt as they fought 
stonethrowers trying to reach 
the Strasbourg conference 
centre, where the 22100 front 
delegates met under extreme- 
ly tight security. 

Police later clashed with 
demonstrators at a rock con- 
cert in the city centre, firing 
tear gas at hundreds of young 
people after some of them set 
fire to a car and threw bottles 
at them. 

Officials said 21 shop win- 
dows were shattered through- 
out the city during the night 
and 38 people were taken into 
custody, including five or six 
Germans and a Dutchman. 
Most remained behind bare 
on Sunday. 

“This heinous agitation was 
like an hommage to virtue by 
vice,” le Pen told delegates in 
the second of three major 
speeches he was scheduled to 
deliver during the congress. 

He proposed sending the 
bill for the damage to “Cathy 
the Red” — a reference to 
Strasbourg’s socialist mayor 
Catherine Traunnann. who 
led the march while appealing 
for calm Delegates re-elected 
le Pen party president by 
acclamation. Tlie 68-vear-old 
leader was unopposed and 
has refused to publicly dis- 
cuss the question of a succes- 
sor. 


LONDON (Rl — Britain’s 
Conservatives faced an uphill 
struggle Sunday to wrench 
the focus of the election battle 
away from sleaze allegations 
onto policy differences with 
their resurgent Labour oppo- 
nents. 

With newspapers predicting 
a Labour landslide on May 1 
if the headlines remain domi- 
nated by claims of sexual 
indiscretions and financial 
irregularities, legislators at the 
centre of the scandals refused 
to step down as c an di dares. 

Sir Michael Hirst, chairman 
of the Scottish Conservatives, 
resigned Saturday over 
claims he had had a homosex- 
ual lover. But Neil Hamilton: 
a former minister at the centre 
of allegations that Harrods 
store owner Mohammed Al- 
Fayed paid several MPs gen- 
erously to ask parliamentary' 
questions, refused to quit as 
candidate for his safe north- 
ern England seat 

Instead he handed a pro- 
Conservative newspaper, the 
Sunday Telegraph, the text of 


MOSCOW (AFP) — An 
agreement between Russia 
and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) could 
be signed in May in Paris, an 
informed Kremlin source told 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
Sunday. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
who agreed on the principle 
of a Russia-NATO accord at 
their recent summit in 
Helsinki, would fly to Paris 
for the signing. ITAR-TASS 
said. 

A Kremlin press 
spokesman would neither 
confirm nor deny the report 

The object of the vet-to-be 
finalised accord is to over- 
come Moscow’s fears that its 
security would be threatened 
by die entry of former 
Warsaw Pact countries into 
NATO. 

The Czech Republic. 
Poland and Hungary are 
expected to be the first states 
to join the alliance when it 
holds its Madrid summit in 


part of the proceedings of an 
internal parliamentary inquiry 
into the allegations against 
him in w hich Mr. Fayed gave 
evidence in the hope it would 
clear his name. 

Piers Merchant, whose pho- 
tograph kissing a 17-year-old 
nightclub hostess in a park 
appeared in a tabloid newspa- 
per last week. Saturday won 
the backing of his local party 
as their standard-bearer in the 
London commuter town of 
Beckenham. 

Prime Minister John Major 
hinted he would like to see 
merchant and Mr. Hamilton 
sacrifice themselves for the 
wider interests of their panv 
in a letter he seat to hirst. 

However, the Sunday 
Mirror said Mr. Hirst quit 
only after seven hours of 
pressure by two senior col- 
leagues in the Scottish party 
who told him. incorrectly, that 
the newspaper had a dossier 
about a past indiscretion in his 
private life. 

Mr. Major announced the 
election date on March 15. 


July. 

A Western diplomat in 
Moscow who asked not to be 
named told AFP that the idea 
of signing the NATO-Russia 
accord in Paris could be seen 
as a way of “compensation” 
for Washington’s rejection of 
the French-backed idea of 
holding a summit between 
Britain, France. Germany, the 
United States and Russia. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
will be in Europe on May 27- 
2S for the 50th anniversary of 
the Marshall plan and a U.S.- 
European Union summit. 

On Saturday. German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel expressed hope for an 
agreement, saying it was 
"desirable" that there be 
agreement before the Madrid 
NATO summit in July, and 
that the document could per- 
haps be finalised by the for- 
eign ministers' meeting in 
Sintra, PortugaL May 27-29. 

However his Russian coun- 
terpart Yevgeny Primakov 


giving an unusually long tv 
1/2 weeks notice of polling 
day. in the hope that the long 
campaign would enable his 
party to make inroads into 
Labour's opinion poll lead of 
over 20 points. 

But the first two weeks 
have seen a series of publicity 
disasters for his party, which 
has held power since 1 979. 

As well as hirst, one of their 
Scottish MPs has stepped 
down as a candidate amid 
rumours about his private life 
while former Minister Tim 
Smith, implicated in the “cash 
for questions” affair, was dis- 
owned by his local party. 

“The Tories face not simply 
being buried under a tide of 
sleaze, but under a Labour 
landslide." the Sunday Times 
commented. “To have any 
chance of avoiding that fate, 
they must abort the careers of 
the two nips (hamilton and 
merchant 

Bookmakers William Hill 
offered odds of 1 1-to-one that 
Mr. Major would be reelect- 
ed. 


stressed that the document on 
which they working was at 
present ’Tar from ready.” 

Mr. Primakov confirmed 
that, along with the Western 
allies. Moscow was hoping 
for an agreement by the spe- 
cial NATO summit in Madrid 
July S-9, at which the alliance 
is expected to formally launch 
the process of eastward 
expansion. 

But the Russian foreign 
minister remarked that “for a 
document to be signed it has 
to be ready” and hinted that 
the Western allies had to 
move further to accommo- 
date Russia saving that “not 
everything depends on one 
side.” 

Mr. Primakov said he was 
to meet NATO Secretary- 
General Javier Soluna for fiir- 
ther talks on the document in 
Moscow in mid- April. He 
would also be having talks 
with French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charctte on the 
matter, he said. 


Le Pen wants Euro nationalist link-up 


Russia-NATO accord could 
be signed in Paris in May 


Heaven’s Gate cultists tried to make science-fiction movie 


RANCHO SANTA FE, California 
(R) — As family members pre- 
pared to bury the 39 Heaven’s 
Gate cultists after their mass sui- 
cide, it emerged Saturday that the 
group had been trying to make a 
science-fiction movie about its 
bizarre beliefs. 

Autopsies were still being car- 
ried out Saturday on the last of the 
victims, and San Diego police 
were surprised when a Canadian 
man arrived to claim the body of 
his 40-year-old daughter. 

Officials earlier had said they 
did not expect any families to 
come to San Diego and that 
arrangements were being made ro 
ship the 39 bodies to the states 
where their relatives lived. Most 
bodies were exported to be 
shipped out of San Diego Monday. 


The father of Erika Erast arrived 
at the San Diego morgue Saturday 
morning with his wife and sister to 
claim her body. They left two 
hours later in a motorhome with a 
police escort. 

San Diego County Sheriff s 
Dept. Sgt. Dan wall said the fami- 
ly’s arrival was “totally unexpect- 
ed." He said the Ernsts were the 
only family to come to San Diego 
and did not expect any others. 

In another California twist to the 
tragedy, it emerged that the 
Heaven's Gate group had hoped to 
add television production to its 
successful business designing 
computer web pages for the 
Internet. 

Rick Singer, a Los Angeles tele- 
vision and movie producer, told 
how he had been working with 


cult members to try to get a movie 
made based on their beliefs about 
life on earth and moving on to the 
“Kingdom of God." 

"I was shocked,” he said on 
Saturday about their suicide pact. 
"They were a little weird the way 
they looked and dressed, but they 
were so eager and so enthusiastic.” 

Entitled “Beyond human: Return 
of the next level.” Singer said the 
cult’s screenplay featured mother- 
ships, alien abductions and clashes 
between bad reptile-like aliens and 
benevolent ones for control of the 
earth. It told of the ability to "rise 
up” to a level several flights above 
humans. 

The group began their movie 
project in 1995 while living in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and had their 
last contact with Singer just two 


weeks before their charismatic 
leader. Marshal! Applewhite, led 
them in the final death ritual. 

Police probing the mass suicide 
focused on finding out how the 
group managed to acquire massive 
amounts of the drug phenobarbiial 
which they used to kill them- 
selves. 

San Diego County medical 
examiner Dr. Brian Biackboume 
said a lethal dose of the prescrip- 
tion sleeping pill amounted to 50 
tablets for each person. To ensure 
death the cult members also put 
plastic bags over their heads 
secured by elastic bands. 

Police said that while they did 
not expect any criminal charges to 
result from the mass suicide they 
were anxious to know how the cult 
got its hands on so much pheno- 


barbital. 

All 39 members of the cult killed 
themselves over a period of days. 
According to their videotaped sui- 
cide notes, the cultists believed 
that a spaceship hiding behind the 
Hale-Bopp comet nearing earth 
would take them to heaven. 

Their bodies were discovered on 
Wednesday in the $1.6 million 
mansion the cult rented in the 
exclusive San Diego suburb of 
Rancho Santa Fe. 

By Friday night, autopsies had 
been performed on 30 of the vic- 
tims and on Saturday morning the 
medical examiner's uffice began 
autopsies on four more. Thirty- 
five of the victims’ families have 
been notified. 



Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Monday, March 31, 1997 


Jordan Times 

4n mdcpcndcpi p"'"-'* 1 putriokcd m fcnjIrVl bj ihc Jordan ta Faundma 
EuiMahnJ !<!) 

W 1 P !— jM -* **»-«■ J—i i i-J- J-t -«1»* 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-Cluef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEfr 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordon Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 6961 83 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Viable policy for Iraq 

US. SECRETARY of State Madeleine Albright's 
remarks late last week that Washington would 
consider opening a dialogue with Baghdad only 
after Iraqi President Saddam Hussein is replaced 
naturally drew criticism from many quarters. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali's reaction to 
Alhright's statement that no country, big or 
small, should interfere in the internal affairs of 
another slate no doubt refleet the views of many 
nations us well. 

Despite the knowledge that the new secretary of 
state left the door open for different interpreta- 
tions of what she meant in certain aspects of her 
speech, the fact remains that what she actually 
said is contentious at best. It is virtually unprece- 
dented that a country would serve notice on 
another that the latter may not expect normal 
relations with it unless it literally overthrows its 
own regime by whatever means. Had Albright 
called for the introduction of democracy and 
respect of human rights to Iraq as a pre-condi- 
tion for establishing contacts with Baghdad, the 
call might have been seen as fair and appropri- 
ate. But to go to the limit and urge a revolution 
or a coup d'etat in a country is obviously against 
international norms and diplomatic standards. 

As Dr. Majali said, it is up to the Iraqi people to 
elect their leadership and chart their destiny free 
from any intimidation or manipulation. Now it 
seems that Washington is poised to not only main- 
tain a stance of hostility towards Baghdad but 
also threaten not to renew the U.N. oil-for-food 
accord. No wonder the implementation of the $2 
billion deal for the first six months has not been 
conducted smoothly or expeditiously. Iraq accus- 
es the U.S. of having tried every trick to impede 
the deal even after consenting to it formally. 

In any case, after six years of trials and tribula- 
tions. Iraq is still subjected to the crippling (J.N. 
sanctions. 

Bqt the kind of posturing that the U.S. applies to 
this Arab country seems to be strengthening the 
ruling regime rather than weakening it It might 
well be argued that only when the Iraqi people 
can enjoy normal living again will they be expect- 
ed to turn their attention to political concerns 
including the choice of leadership. That is why 
perhaps the U.S. should think twice about keep- 
ing the same policy towards Iraq, especially since 
this new -old policy that was enunciated by 
Albright, has not been working. And then the 
question should be raised as to whether the secre- 
tary of state might want to see someone like 
Saddam Hussein take over from him. should it be 
just the person of the leader that she just does not 
w ish to see. The U.S. lias to have a viable policy 
towards Iraq. Otherwise the map of the region 
ilseir could become the subject of change and 
instability. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER |i»r A1 Ra'i daily said Sunday that there is 
no point in the U.S. envoy. Dennis Ross' visit to the 
region it" he dues not stop the Israelis from pursuing 
iheir violations of the peace accords and does not put 
an end 1»» the construction ot settlements on .Arab lands. 
All ilui Mr. Ross has been doing during his visits so far 
was to ask iIk* Palestinians to exercise self-restraint and 
relrain from resisting Israel’s violations of the peace 
accoids. said Sal ah Jarrar. .The writer said when the 
Israelis started opening the tunnel under Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem, the U.S. stood by doing nothing 
and when tile Israelis started work on the construction 
• >l .i sciilcmcm on Jabal Abu Ghneim. Washington 
remained passive, noted the writer. But. he said, only 
"hen the intifada was resumed, alter the opening of the 
lunncl. was Mr. Ross seni to the region to ask the 
Palestinians in avoid violence with the Jewish state and 
be did the same thing when the new intifada started 
after the work, had begun on Jabal Abu Ghnciin. The 
writer also imted that Washington took one more step 
in displacing ii< total bins towards Israel when it sent 
an cm ox to Rabat, during a meeting of the Jerusalem 
Comnuitee. to persuade them to avoid condemning 
Israel in the committee's final communique. He said 
Washington has proved that its sole concern is to pro- 
tect Israel's interests and help it execute the Zionist 
dream in the Arab region. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour urged the Amman 
Munkipnliiv in deal with the congestion and the con- 
fusion in the marketplace, downtown Amman, and the 
difficulty of movement there due to the omnipresence 
of a large number of carts used by street vendors sell- 
ing different agricultural products. .Mohammad Daoud 
said that the trolleys pushed around by vendors are 
making it difficult For pedestrians and shoppers to 
move about and the air is filled with shouting and 
yelling of store merchants trying to move the vendors 
away from the entrances of their shops and of the ven- 
dors who would not budge. The writer noted that the 
municipality had tried several times to deal with this 
question, by removing the carts from die main streets 
and away from the shops, and had assigned a special 
area for them in u square nearby so that there will be no 
disputes among the merchants and no congestion in the 
Greets. .but it seems that this arrangement has col- 
lapsed and the street vendors have reappeared in 
strength, once again, at the same spots, creating new 
problems. The writer said that the present situation can 
by no means be tolerated any longer and a drastic solu- 
tion has to be found for this chronic problem. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Public sector inefficiency 
must be weeded out 


THE PUBLIC sector was recently under attack for its 
lack of efficiency and overweight, multi-layered bureau- 
cracy, the plight of the orphans being only one manifesta- 
tion of the depth of the problem. The children’s dilemma 
happened to be more pronounced because they are the 
defenceless have-nots of society. The apathy of the public 
sector and its lack of efficiency have been with us for 
three decades now. The price for correcting the problem 
may be quite high. Is Jordan willing to pay it? 

The public sector grew in the 1970s and early eighties 
when half the government budget came from foreign aid. 
Then it was reasonable for the government to alleviate 
unemployment by hiring two people to do a one-person 
job because Jordan only paid the salary of one for the 
two. In spite of the fallacy of this mode of thought, it was 
used as an excuse to continuously expand the scope and 
size of govemmenL 

As oil revenues price fell with the drop in oil prices and 
the collapse of Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), so did the remittances from the Gulf. 
The Jordanian public sector had to look internally for 
domestic sources of revenue. Civil servants' salaries 
became 80 per cent sponsored by domestic government 
revenues generated from taxes and customs. 

Short-term commercial debt was also used to finance 
the growing public sector, only to be paid later from high- 
er taxes and customs. The domestic versus total, which 
included a foreign subsidy, cost argument was no longer 
a valid — if it ever was — justification for the continued 
inefficacy of the public sector. 

To escalate the urgency of the problem, the Gulf coun- 
tries. which usually attracted the brightest in all fields, 
were repatriating Jordanians because of decreased oil rev- 
enues. Thus, the supply of the domestic labour force start- 
ed to expand at a higher rate than that of the seventies. 
The govemmenL then the largest employer (and still is, it 
pays the salaries of 45 per cent of the labour force) began 
receiving applications from those highly qualified 
returnees who were willing to accept any eraploymenL 
government or otherwise. Thus, the public sector became 
at once the possessor of a surplus labour pool and the 
focal demand point of an additional labour pool of repa- 
triates. 

The large size of government has lead to what is known 
in economies as “rent-seeking behaviour", where an indi- 
vidual uses government contacts to extracr an undeserved 
benefit such as a bribe, government contract or employ- 
ment for an unqualified or undeserving action or agent. 
The main reason for this type of behaviour in Jordan, 
which can be viewed as a hedonistic society — a seeker 
of short-term benefits, is that people view the government 
as a “commons domain": the more $ne takes freely from 
it the more the person's private benefit becomes, with no 
regard for the social costs. Why do people ignore the 
social cost? When the cost is divided among the citizens 
of a country, a person's share is minimal, compared to the 
private benefit received from the acL And until Jordan is 
able to deal with private and social costs through effective 
and rational legislation, corruption and inefficiency will- 
the norm. 

The following is an action plan for curing inefficiency 


in the public sector. First, civil servants' salaries must 
increase in order for the government to attract the best 
and retrain them. In other words, the government will be 
able to compete with the private sector for top talent. 

But how will be government be able to pay these 
salaries? From the revenue it generates from privatisation, 
a valuable tool for shrinking government. Furthermore, 
those who stay with the government must be willing to 
retain or even train and accept tests that measure their 
skills. A state of the art knowledge and skill is what will 
cany the day for Jordan, and nothing else. 

Second. Jordan needs anti-nepotism legislation, where- 
by government officials cannot hire their relatives. Jordan 
is not a feudalistic system and need not become one sim- 
ply because of tbe large government size. The fact that a 
person's ancestry is nobler or better known than another's 
should only figure important In a shepherd culture, not in 
an industrial economy. Those who cannot compete use 
non-market standards to gauge others behaviour and pass 
judgements on them. Useless rules such as: “My ances- 
tors have built this country while yours were somewhere 
else" will not build Jordan but retard it for generations to 
come. People who produce effectively and efficiently 
increase the size of the pie for everyone; they are the true 
and best Jordanians. 

Third, the competition law must soon become a reality 
because it creates a move away from protectionism as a 
means for economic sustainability. This law is imperative 
for ensuring that government monopolies do not become 
private monopolies. Eradicating monopolies in all sectors 
will improve tbe efficiency of the overall economy, 
including the private sector. After all, according to recent 
research, there is no significant difference in Jordan 
between the efficiency of the private and public sectors. 

Fourth, tbe majority of government employment must 
become governed by short-term contracts (under two 
years). Job security beyond the norms of developed coun- 
tries creates idleness. Officials must have the power to 
fire the inept employee and hire the qualified. This step 
will help eradicate the power of connection fwasta), hir- 
ing through contacts. The usual Jordanian employment 
practice is to hire a person through the wasta system and 
once the person is hired, no one can fire him. Wasta must 
become illegal. Expedient hiring and firing improves effi- 
ciency in both the private and public sectors. For exam- 
ple. one reason that government ministers are probably 
the hardest working and most efficient employees in the 
public sector is because of their contracts which, in addi- 
tion to providing them with relatively high remuneration, 
also allow for the immediate termination of their employ- 
ment. Reward and punishment must be swift; this is the 
basis for a more efficient govemmenL 

Having said all tbe above, one must remember that 
administrative changes, though vital and necessary, are a 
long-term policy goals, not immediate results. All 
improvement must be gradual and towards a goal. And 
please, let there be no sudden changes. Foreign invest- 
menL which is badly needed in Jordan, needs a stable 
socio-economic and political environment and not 
upheavals. 


Elections in Yemen — test for democracy 


SANAA — Against the Arab World’s bleak democratic 
background. Yemen shines bravely. It held a multi-part}', 
universal-suffrage, even reasonably fair, election in 1993, 
three years after North and South Yemen joined together. It 
is to hold another this April, less than three years after the 
north defeated the south's military bid to break away from 
the union. Yemen's Arabian neighbours do not much care 
for such goings-on. Many of Yemen's 16 million people 
fear the voting will not be democratic enough. 

Their suspicion is that the election will be stage-managed 
to put President Ali Abdullah Saleh's party, the General 
People's Congress iGPC), so far ahead that Yemen 
becomes, in effecL a one-party state. In 1993. the GPC won 
123 of the seaLs in the 301-raember parliament. Its junior 
partner. Islah (an Islamist part}' with 62 seats), is now' its 
main election rival. The opposition, including the southern 
■Yemen Socialist Party, is probably too fractured to presenr 
much competition. 

Abdul .Aziz Saqqaf. editor of the English-language Yemen. 
Times, has set up a committee, based in Sanaa, to monitor 
the campaign. He got a gram to do so from the European 
Union, which is helping, financially and technically, with 
the election and will be observing the vote. Mr. Saqqaf has 
been in and out of prison for his critical editorials. He has 
also been beaten up by the police, but. Yemen being a coun- 
try of contradictions, is still allowed to produce his paper, 
writing more or less what he likes. He leaves the running of 
the committee to a lawyer. Shada Mohammad. She herself 
is unusual: 32 and unmarried in a country where girls are 
routinely married off in their teens and 70 per cent of 
women are illiterate (about twice the number of men). 

The committee’s volunteer workers, who scrutinise elec- 
toral lists, claim that many registered voters are under age. 
dead or never existed. The committee is soon to publish a 


report that will claim no fewer than 176.000 inaccuracies 
(die courts have already ordered thousands of names to be 
dropped from lists in two governorates because they were 
registered illegally). There is also concern about the method 
of voting: under current arrangements, voters, illiterate or 
noL are supposed to write down the name of their chosen 
candidate. “Yemen is the first democratic experiment in the 
Gulf,” says Miss Mohammad; "If we don’t take care of iL 
we might well lose it." 

Yemeni women, in particular, see the election as a turn- 
ing- poinL Only two were elected in 1993, but it gave them 
a taste for power — though parliament's power, compared 
with the president's, weighs light in the biance. Women in 
southern Yemen, better educated than in the north (Miss 
Mohammad was bom in Aden and got her degree in 
Prague), especially deplore the religious rules and tribal 
conventions that restrain their freedom. In theory, all the 
parties stress the importance of the female vote. Amat 
Alsoswa, who as assistant deputy information minister is 
Yemen's highest-ranking woman, is gently sceptical. 
Women are more organised this time, she says, and more of 
them will get into parliament — if the parties keep their 
word. 

Pessimists fear that a less-than-fair election could lead to 
violence. This would not necessarily be between south and 
north, however resentful the south at northern dominance. A 
leading columnist. Abdul Jabur Saad. wrote recently in the 
Yemen Times that the two partners, the GPC and Islah, 
might “enter into a war to liquidate each other.” An unhap- 
py thought in a country where most males, from eight to 80. 
are armed and everything from kalashnikovs to rocket- 
launchers is available. 

The Economist 


Human Rights File 

All children are 
and should be 
equal 


By Waleed M- Sadi 

WHETHER THE 
orphanage issue itself 
brought down the gov- 
ernment of former Prime 

Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti or it was only a 
peripheral factor, the fact 
remains that the situa- 
tion of the orphans in 
this country is still a pre- 
dominant concern for 
most Jordanians. 

Since orphans in 
Jordan are. for the most 
pan. composed of so- 
called “illegitimate chil- 
dren," the national cru- 
sade to help them 
acquires that much more 
importance. It must be 
said at the outset that 
children born out of 
wedlock are no longer 
perceived as '‘illegiti- 
mate" by the majority of 
the nations. International 
human rights instru- 
ments. especially the 
Convention on the Right 
of the Child, reject the 
victimisation of such 
children by calling them 
“names," or denying 
them treatment equal to 
other children's. 

After all. if anybody is 
illegitimate in this con- 
text it is the biological 
parents and not the inno- 
cent children who had no 
say in the decision to 
bring them to the world. 
Children born out of 
wedlock constitute a 
most vulnerable group, 
in urgent need for love, 
affection and support. 

Stigmatising this group 
of unfortunate children 
by classifying them as 
“illegitimate” calls, 
therefore, for a speedy 
reconsideration in light 
of the new international 
norms and the fact that 
helpless children could 
be deprived of rights and 
privileges on par with 
those exercised and 
enjoyed by other chil- 
dren. 

As His Majesty King 
Hussein has helped open 
our hearts to the plight of 
children lacking parental 
control and the love, care 
and attention of the peo-. 
pie who gave them life, 
would it be too much to 
ask for the completion of 
the mission that we have 
set out to accomplish: 
free orphans of their cur- 
rent ordeals by amend- 
ing national laws on 
“illegitimate" children? 

As we are in fact treat}' 
obligated to remove all 
elements of discrimina- 
tion against children 
born ouf of wedlock is it 
not high time that all leg- 
islation to the contrary 
be removed altogether?" 

Children, all children, 
should have a name, a 
nationality and enjoy tHe 
right to inherit. 'They are 
all entitled to have the 
support of the state when 
their biological parents 
cannot be identified and 
ensured education and 
opportunities to lead a 
completely normal life. 
When the parents of 


children can be identi- 
fied. and there are all 
sorts of scientific ways 
to do just that, then they 
must be held account- 
able. materially and 
emotionally, to ensure 
the welfare of their off- 
springs. 

Jt so happens that chil- 
dren bom out of wedlock 
are often referred to as 
“bastards” by the very 
people who are assigned 
the task of taking care of 
them in orphanages. We 
can all image the extent 
of the trauma these help- 
less children feel when 
they are called such 
names by their nurses. 
Instead of showing them 
affection and love, so 
many of the people 
ostensibly taking care of 
children bom out of 
wedlock leave them 
deeply scarred for the 
whole life. 

It should be made a 
serious felony to mis- 
treat children, especially 
at an age when they are 
most prone to be nega- 
tively affected. The 
King's personal inter- 
vention on behalf of 
abandoned children will 
have been in vain if no 
follow up is maintained. 
The least we should be 
thinking of is the estab- 
lishment of a society for 
the care and welfare of 
orphans. Such a society 
should be given a man- 
date to inspect at random 
£dl orphanages in the 
country. 

And why not do what 
all other nations do to 
assist in the solution of 
the crisis of orphans — 
legitimise the process of 
adoption? 

True, in Islam, adop- 
tion in the full sense of 
the word is not accepted. 
Yet. there is no legiti- 
mate reason why people, 
capable materially and 
emotionally, cannot take 
care of other children 
and give them a home 
and all the love and 
affection that they 
deserve. Many childless 
parents would love to 
“adopt" orphans to fill 
the vacuum in their lives 
if only our laws would 
make that feasible. 

There must be a better 
way to deal with orphans 
than to keep them 
cooped up in institutions 
where their most basic 
emotional needs would 
not or cannot be satis- 
fied. 1, for one. would 
like to see a complete 
reconsideration of the 
adoption phenomenon in 
our midst so that chil- 
dren's rights are given 
top priority in the deter- 
mination of the final 
decision on the subjecL 


LETTERS 


Peace is for equals and among equals 


To the Editor: 

"SMALL AS a mouse and yet its voice resounds all 
over the neighbourhood." This is a common saying in 
Arabic, and the best description of Israel's stance inThe 
region. 

Many of us wonder how a country the size of the stale 
of New Jersey threatens an Arab World that is larger 
than the United States, in both size and population. 
What is more bewildering is the fact that such a rodent 
has the power to turn conventional wisdom and sobri- 
ety into total irrationality. 

Before delving into the specifics of the overrated 
peace, it is imperative that we ask ourselves some ques- 
tions: How do we introduce Israel to our children? How 
can we — the last link in an Arab-nationalist chain — 
dismiss an entire history of rightful struggle? How are 
we expected to remold our psyche in a matter of a few 
short years? 

Perhaps the profession of diplomacy dictates that its 
adherents succumb to the unacceptable. Political wis- 
dom may allow to reach the impossible, but the average 


sane person should be excused from accepting this 
notion. In shon. signatures on paper cannot erase a col- 
lective psychology of hatred and disdain. 

To set the record righL Israel is not our friend. Israel 
is not our partner in peace either. Peace should be based 
on equality, sovereignty and respect Subservience is 
not part of the equation. There are more than 4 million 
Palestinians scattered around the w orld. More than half 
a million of these are refugees living in Lebanon. Apart 
from dominating over two-thirds of the land in occu- 
pied territories, Israel continues to confiscate Arab land 
and to expand settlements. The danger of this lies in the 
rigid Israeli ideology that all the “rightful land of 
Israel" should be held only by Jews. Needless to say. 
the issue of Jerusalem is not a debatable one since it is 
the Jewish, “God-granted," eternal capital — regardless 
of how many international resolutions this violates. Of 
course, with no official Arab plan or consensus for 
Jerusalem, 1 do not believe we can claim our legitimate 
right over the contenders. 

The truth of the matter is simple. Under the banner of 
“peace,” Israel is infiltrating the roots of power in the 


Arab World in an attempt to weaken and divide it. 
Little is known about the simmering social and moral 
discontent that is bound to boil. Terrorism is merely a 
reaction to terrorism. 

Lasting peace should be our ultimate dream. But the 
peace we ought to seek should be a dignified and equi- 
table: peace on our terms and nobody eise's. Until 
then, many of us will continue to fijtht' Israel, at least 
intellectual I v, morally and... 


Niveen Abboushi, 
Lebanon. 


, t 7 "'" tellers ana comntfutio 

from its readers on any subject they wish to tack 
Utters intended for publication, however, should cc 
ram the writer's full name and preferably address 
well. Names can be withheld only upon request a, 
under special circumstances. Utters are subject 
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, Har Homa — only one of six new settlement 
plans and reason for enhanced violence 


* 


AS WORLD attention 
focuses on the tragic events 
unfolding in this area, it 
becomes even more impor- 
tant to understand the con- 
text in which the current 
situation has developed 
Continuing settlement 
expansion, bouse demoli- 
tion, closure, torture, con- 
tinued administrative 
detention — these Israeli 
occupation policies have 
resulted in a growing dis- 
possession. desperation 
and isolation of the Pales- 


tinian people. 

On March 18, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu executed the 
fateful decision to begin 
construction on Abu 
Ghneim Mountain of the 
new Jewish settlement of 
"Har Homa” or Mount 
Wall. 


As bulldozers dug into 
the land on the mountain, 
reaction was at first muted 
as the Palestinian Authority 
attempted to keep protests 
peaceful. 

The bulldozers continued 
their wort despite repeated 
warnings from the Israeli 


military establishment that 
Palestinian reaction could 
not be predicted. 

On March 19, violent 
protests erupted in the 
Bethlehem area in response 
to the construction, result- 
ing in tens wounded and 
highlighting the increas- 
ingly tense atmosphere in 

the region. 

On March 20, protests 
and confrontations 

occurred in the Hebron 
area, in response to the 
increasingly hostile poli- 
cies of the Netanyahu 
administration. 

But Har Homa is not the 
only new Jewish settlement 
planned by this govern- 
ment and threatening the 
territorial and demographic 
integrity of East Jerusalem. 

In fact, construction 
activity in the illegal Jew- 
ish settlements of 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank continues at an accel- 
erated pace. 

The current Israeli gov- 
ernment feels no compul- 
sion to protea any "status 
quo” of the occupied terri- 
tories, as stipulated in the 


Oslo agreements, and in 
fact makes it a point to 
openly violate this under- 
standing. 

New Settlements in 
Jerusalem: 

1. Ras al Amoud — a 
new settlement has been 
planned in the heart of this 
Jerusalem .Arab neighbour- 
hood — 132 new units, 
surrounded by a fence and 
financed by "an American 
millionaire. 

2. The “E-I" plan, to con- 
struct a new settlement 
between the huge Ma’aleh 
Adumim settlement and 
Jerusalem, requiring the 
confiscation of hundreds of 
dunums of Palestinian 
land; 1,500 units and a 
3.000-room hotel will be 
constructed to connect this 
settlement to Jerusalem 
proper. 

3. The Eastern Gate pro- 
ject, a plan to confiscate 
700 dunums and construct 
2,000 units for Jewish resi- 
dents only, to connect the 
settlements of French Hill 
and Pisgat Ze'ev in occu- 
pied East Jerusalem. 

According to the Israeli 


press, this plan will help 
prevent Arab construction 
in this area 4. 

The Israeli government 
has announced plans to 
construct some 200 hous- 
ing units in the Arab East 
Jerusalem neighbourhood 
of Abu Dis, to~ establish a 
Jewish presence in this 
neighbourhood since the 
future capita] of the Pales- 
tinian autonomy will most 
likely be established here. 

5. Har Homa Ef, a plan 
that originated as a settle- 
ment project for Jews only 
adjacent to Har Homa "A”, 
the new- settlement now 
under construction. 

Given world- wide con- 
demnation of the Har 
Homa A project. Har Homa 
B may be constructed for 
Arab residents. 

6. Silwan: on March 20, 
five more families moved 
into this Arab neighbour- 
hood which borders on 
Jerusalem's Old City. 

Currently there are a total 
of 17 Jewish families and 
30 Yeshiva students illegal- 
ly occupying houses in this 
neighbourhood, for a total 


of over 100 illegal Jewish 
settlers in this tense and 

volatile area. 

The Israeli government in 
February approved plans to 
extend three major roads in 
Eastern Jerusalem, to sepa- 
rate the Arab villages of 
Jerusalem from the rest of 
the West Bank and to con- 
nect the Jewish settlements 
of Givat Ze’ev. Neve 
Yacov and Ma’aleh Adu- 
mim to Jerusalem. 

These roads, planned 
over the protests of the 
United States for violating 
the understandings of the 
Oslo accords, wiU be con- 
structed so that these settle- 
ments will “nor feel cut off 
from Jerusalem, due to the 
potential contiguity of 
Rumallah with the (Arab) 
villages of Hizma. Anuta 
and Zaim (to the north east 
of Jerusalem) (Jerusalem 
Post, Feb. 19. 1997).” 

Construction has already 
begun in two new settle- 
ments in the West Bank: 

1. Kfar OranLm settle- 
ment, built several months 
ago in the north of the West 
Bank. 


Some 50 units have 
already been completed, 
according to a report by 
Peace Now. 

2. Religious students 
from a military preparatory 
college in the settlement of 
Eli took over a hilltop in 
the south of the West Bank 
in February, with the inten- 
tion of establishing a new 
settlement. According to 
the Israeli Defence Min- 
istry, the "nationalistic" 
plan is to "encourage youth 
to take part in national and 
security missions and to 
strengthen their value of 
settlement." 

In addition, in January, 
the Israeli government 
offered for sale some 1 .500 
of 3,000 housing units in 
the West Bank, whose sale 
had been frozen by the pre- 
vious Labour administra- 
tion as part of the Israeli 
obligations under the Oslo 
accords. 

The government also 
announced preferred devel- 
opment status for. the settle- 
ments of the West Bank, 
offering generous mon- 
gage options and up to 50 


per cent discounts on 
development charges. 

Also in January, the 
Israeli government 

announced the planned 
construction of 4.553 new- 
housing units in the West 
Bank in six different West 
Bank settlements. 

These announcements of 
unilateral construction and 
the creation of new settle- 
ments on Arab lands in the 
occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories reflect a radical 
rejection of the understand- 
ings come to in the Oslo 
agreements. 

Continuing Israeli poli- 
cies in these areas have 
served to lay the founda- 
tions for heightening ten- 
sion and a growing despair 
that a just peace can ever 
be achieved. Palestinian 
frustration and 

international condemnation 
have not slowed settlement 
expansion or house demo- 
lition. but rather these poli- 
cies and the growing dis- 
possession and hopeless- 
ness of the Palestinian peo- 
ple help explain the vio- 
lence which has scarred 


this region yet again. 

The Palestinian Society 
for the Protection of 
Human Rights and the 
Environment (LAW) con- 
demns the violence com- 
mitted against the Palestin- 
ian people in the form of 
land confiscation, settle- 
ment expansion, the con- 
struction of new settle- 
ments, house demolition, 
closure, torture and admin- 
istrative detention, and all 
acts of violence. 

LAW demands that the 
Israeli government halt all 
illegal and provocative acts 
in the occupied territories, 
and calls on the 
international community 
and all concerned parties to 
demand that the United 
States reexamine its for- 
eign aid policy to the 
Israeli government, with- 
out which continuing 
Israeli occupation and set" 
tlement construction would 
not be possible. 

The Palestinian Society for 
the Protection of Human 
Rights ami the Environ- 
ment 


Stone comes to life in 
village quest for water 

-Recording to Greek mythology ; the Gor- 
don's glare could turn living things to 
stone. In northern Cameroon, people are 
putting this practice into reverse. They 
have turned boulders into a source of life 
in their fight against drought and disease 

By Tony Seskns 


Majority believes Majali will 


MOKOLO, Cameroon — 
Few things look as lifeless 
as the big grey boulders of 
Cameroon’s northern 
savannah. They litter the 
rolling hills and shimmer in 
the midday sun — hot stone 
symbolising the harsh con- 
ditions of the long dry sea- 
son in this semi-desert 

The village of Gougoul- 
ing in Far North province is 
built among these rocks. 
From November to May, 
life can be a struggle for its 
1,300 inhabitants. Plants 
become crisp brown shells. 
Rivers disappear. 

In this inhospitable cli- 
mate, the resourceful north- 
erners have found ways to 
i tap life from the barren 
■ boulders. An ingenious new 
project has transformed one 
of the area’s largest stones 
into a clean-water supply 
system that can quench the 
village’s thirst for arid 
months on end, while fend- 
ing off the constant threat 
of disease. 

"We’re very happy," says 
17-year-old Domayo Amos 
with a smile. “Water is life. 
Now we have lots of it.’’ . 

The structure is simple 
but effective. A wall, 45 


(Continued from page 1) 

^ trade and economic deal- 
T ings between the two sides 
in a bid to liberate Palestin- 
ian economy from Israel’s 
domination adding that sev- 
enty per cent of Palestine’s 
economy is dependent on 
the Israeli economy, a situ- 
ation that should be 
changed through openness 
in trade. 

Regarding Israeli Jewish 
settlement programmes, 
the Regent said that Jordan 
totally rejects Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab lands as a 
violation of international 
law and an obstacle in the 
path of peace building, and 
that there is a difference 
between political settle- 
ment which has political 
objectives and housing 
which aims at meeting 
humanitarian needs. 

The Prince also stressed 
the need for accurate infor- 
mation and facts which 
help in dealing with the 


centimetres high, was built 
around the circumference 
of a large sloping boulder. 
The wall guides water 
down the rock's 500 square 
metre surface, through a fil- 
ter of gravel and into a 
235,000-litre reservoir. The 
water is then filtered again 
through a system of sand 
and gravel before running 
into sanitary tanks. 

Before the system was 
built, villagers had to gath- 
er most of their water in 
buckets and store it for the 
dry season. The rocky 
ground made digging a well 
virtually impossible. When 
the water was gone, the 
women hiked more than 10 
kilometres in 40 degrees 
centigrade to visit the near- 
est well. 

"Now they don’t have to 
walk far water at all — and 
the children can help carry 
water, too." says Amos. 

The new system is much 
cleaner than a well, which 
can often be a source of 
contamination when many 
people are dipping their 
buckets into the water. 
Cholera kills dozens of 
people in the area every 
year. 

But the boulder system 
helps prevent the spread of 


Israeli political settlement 
so that “we can point out 
that Israel has not sought to 
meet die housing needs of 
Palestinians as it has 
claimed it was building six 
hundred housing units for 
the Palestinians in 
Jerusalem when their actual 
needs rise to 35,000 bous- 
ing units.” 

Stressing the need for 
ensuring “soft security" in 
its social, political and eco- 
nomic sense. Crown Prince 
Hassan said: “Security for 
us is security for Arab citi- 
zens and their political, 
economic and humanitarian 
rights on their land." 

He also stressed the need 
for influencing 

international policies on 
this region in a manner that 
will direct these politics 
towards security in its com- 
prehensive form away from 
the concepts of oil military 
security and Israel. 

The Regent stressed the 
need for interdependence 


bacteria. In addition to the 
filtering system, it is 
equipped with taps so that 
people do not have to dip in 
their buckets. Since the sys- 
tem’s completion, no one 
has suffered a water-borne 
disease. 

The development was the 
inspiration of Bin Rabin, 
son of a farmer from North 
West province, who is a 
water-project manager with 
the international health and 
education aid agency, 
CARE. The organisation 
paid most of the 10 million 
CFA francs it cost to build 
the system. Villagers con- 
tributed 150,000 CFA 
francs. 

"I had spent weeks trying 
to figure out if we could 
drill sideways into a hill for 
water and decided it was 
simply impossible,” recalls 
38-year-old Rabin. *i was 
very disappointed. I 
crawled up onto those rocks 
to think by myself for a 
while and that’s when I 
spotted the boulder. 

“I thought, 'why can’t we 
use that rock as a pan? We 
could catch the water!’ It 
was a dream come true." 

Rabin rushed back ro his 
colleagues in Mokolo and 
told them * his plan. 
Although other countries 
had used roofs or band- 
made troughs to catch 
water, no-one knew of a 
major system using a rock, 
and the idea was greeted 
with healthy scepticism. 

“They weren’t quite as 
excited about it as I was. 
They told me it was a white 
elephant.” Rabin says with 


among Arab countries with- 
in the concept of economic 
integration whereby all 
Arabs can benefit from nat- 
ural and human resources. 

He also underlined the 
need for preserving nation- 
al unity by civic education 
which deepens the concept 
of values and he stressed 
the need for quiet democra- 
tic dialogue to revive Arab 
tradition in the an of com- 
munication. 

Calling on Jordanians to 
give due attention to the 
unemployment and poverty 
issues, Crown Prince Has- 
san said that there should 
be no discrimination in 
offering help to the needy 
citing His Majesty King 
Hussein’s recent gesture to 
the orphans and stressing 
that the orphans were not 
affiliated to any particular 
group or sect in the Jordan- 
ian society. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
called for the development 
and modernisation of Jor- 


a chuckle. “But when I 
explained my plans to the 
villagers, they knew exactly 
what I was talking about — 
they'd been doing it for 
years.” 

The village had been 
using a rock wall to catch 
some of the 600 millimetres 
of rain that falls annually in 
the region, but this system 
held only enough water for 
a couple of weeks. 

"I wasn't sure how every- 
thing would work out, but I 
knew we could improve on 
that," Rabin laughs. 

He and two other techni- 
cians oversaw the project 
and guided the construc- 
tion. The villagers did the 
rest. 

Two masons and 62 
labourers build the trough, 
the reservoir, the filter sys- 
tem and the tank. 

The system worked well 
during its first dry season, 
and is just beginning its 
second test. Rabin’s col- 
leagues and engineers from 
several countries have been 
impressed by the success. 
Two similar projects are 
now planned for the area 
and there are moves to copy 
the design abroad. 

"Professionally, it's very 
satisfying.” says Rabin. 
“When I was growing up, I 
always dreamed of invent- 
ing something, so this is 
great for me. But what's 
more satisfying is knowing 
we’ve improved the quanti- 
ty and quality of' water in 
the village — knowing it 
may save lives”. 


dan’s civic institutions as a 
basic requirement for build- 
ing the democratic society 
that guarantees the rights of 
all citizens. 

The Regent urged the 
attendees fo seek accuracy 
and objectivity in dealing 
with events, and stressed 
that journalism should be 
based on accurate informa- 
tion and documented mate- 
rial. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawe told the journalists 
before the meeting that the 
government was committed 
to keeping channels of 
cooperation and communi- 
cation open with the media. 

Dr. Mutawe declared that 
the government will adopt 
a policy of openness and 
the development of respon- 
sible freedom in accor- 
dance with His Majesty the 
King’s directives and with- 
in the framework of democ- 
racy and the rule of law. 


(Continued from page 1) 

cent of the general public 
and 32.3 per cent of opinion 
leaders said “quite capa- 
ble;” 3S.8 per cent and 43.5 
per cent respectively said 
“fairly capable;" 4.8 per 
cent and 1 1 .5 per cent said 
“incapable:" and 10.1 per 
cent and 3.2 per cent did 
not have any opinion. 

As to the composition of 
the Council of Ministers. 


(Continued from page 1.1 
soon. 

“'Without stopping the 
bulldozers and halting set- 
tlement activity, there will 
be no peace process." he 
said. 

President Bill Clinton’s 
Mideast envoy. Dennis 
Ross, made a two-day trip to 
the region last week in an 
effort to rescue the faltering 
peace process. 

But following a meeting of 
the Palestinian cabiner and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee in Gaza City 
on Saturday night. Informa- 
tion Minister Yasser Abed 
Rabbo said: ’’Any initiative, 
including the American one, 
will not succeed unless it 
deals with the reasons for 
the eruption of violence, 
mainly the policy of confis- 
cation of Palestinian land 
and the expansion of Jewish 
settlements in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. 

“The Palestinian leader- 
ship feels it's not useful to 
bold any meeting between 
the Palestinian and Israeli 
representatives as long as 
the policy of expansion of 
settlements, confiscation of 
land and violating the agree- 
ment is continuing." he said. 

In Arab East • Jerusalem 
and Arab towns in Israel, 
shops shut and rallies were 
held to mark Land Day. the 
anniversary of an expropria- 
tion of Arab-owned land in 
northern Israel in 1976. The 
expropriation set off large 
protests, in which six Israeli 
Arabs were killed by Israeli 
troops. 

In Tel Aviv, two women 
were lightly injured when an 
Israeli Arab youth threw a 
rock at a passing bus. 

The most serious clashes 


(Continued from page 1) 

make-up of Jerusalem 
before ’promised negotia- 
tions on the future of the 
city, which is holy to Mus- 
lims. Christians and Jews. 

"This Israeli government 
... has started now with the 
most dangerous attempt to 
challenge not only the 
Palestinians but the entire 
Arab and Islamic nation, by 
which I mean the Judaisa- 


37.2 per cent and 2S.2 per 
cent gave it an “extremely 
good" rating, while 32.2 
per cent and 42.9 per cent 
found it “fairly good;" 3.9 
per cent and 4.2 per cent 
found it poor and 3.S per 
cent and 8.5 per cent felt it 
was “very poor,” 22.9 per 
cent and 6.2 per cent had no 
opinion. 

It was the third such poll 
conducted by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 


on Sunday erupted near the 
West Bank town of Jenin. 
Hospital officials said 25 
Palestinians were treated for 
rubber bullet wounds. Vio- 
lence also flared in Hebron 
where eight Palestinians 
were wounded by rubber 
bullets. 

In Ramallah Palestinian 
police used clubs to disperse 
hundreds of protesters head- 
ing towards an Israeli road- 
block, witnesses said. 
Protests erupted again and 
the array brought in a gravel 
cannon, which sprays peb- 
bles. 

In Gaza, hundreds of 
Palestinian youths tried to 
march on an Israeli check- 
point but were held back by 
Palestinian police. 

Soldiers patrolled streets 
of Israeli cities, on alert for 
suicide bombers nine days 
after a militant killed him- 
self and three Israeli women 
in an attack on a cafe in Tel 
Aviv. 

Although they appeared to 
be under tight control Sun- 
day, the protests, which 
broke out after Israel broke 
ground two weeks ago for a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem, show 
no sign of subsiding. 

Hundreds of mourners — 
including dozens of Pales- 
tinian police in khaki uni- 
forms and red berets — 
marched in a funeral proces- 
sion on Sunday for Salah, 
killed by Israeli gunfire on 
Saturday. 

“No surrender,” read one 
banner. Salah 's body, held 
aloft by mourners, was 
wrapped in a Palestinian 
flag. 

Salah was buried in his 
home village of Beit Sahour 
which is next to Jabal Abu 
Ghneim, known as Har 
Homa in Hebrew, the site 


tion of Holy Jerusalem," 
Mr. Arafat said. 

“My brothers," he said, 
“the plan for Judaising 
Jerusalem is going on with 
all imprudence and arro- 
gance." 

He described Israel’s 
actions as “a declaration of 
war ... against an unarmed 
people.” 

Mr. Arafat also criticised 
the United States for veto- 
ing two resolutions in the 


be successful 

The centre said it inter- 
viewed 620 people for the 
latest poll: 76 businessmen, 
100 university professors. 
75 political party leaders. 
80 professionals. 93 writ- 
ers. journalists and artists. 
72 union leaders and 45 
senior state officials. 

The survey was conduct- 
ed between March 27 and 
29. The centre said the find- 
ings had a margin of error 
of three per cenu 


where Israel has started 
building the new settlement. 

On Saturday evening. 
1.000 Palestinians rallied 
outside Salah’s home in Beit 
Sahour. “Your blood will not 
be wasted, and the answer 
will be in Tel Aviv," the 
crowd chanted in an appar- 
ent reference to the March 
21 suicide bombing in Tel 
Aviv. 

Palestinian doctors said 
Salah was shot in the chest 
with a live bullet when 
Israeli troops fired on stone 
throwers at a checkpoint at 
the southern entrance of 
Ramallah. 

Israeli soldiers have most- 
ly used tear-gas and rubber- 
coated steel bullets' to quell 
demonstrations. More lethal 
live bullets are supposed to 
be used only in life-threaten- 
ing situations. 

The Israeli army 
spokesman's office said a 
preliminary investigation 
found that live ammunition 
had not been used at the 
checkpoint where Salah was 
killed, although it was used 
against protesters at the 
Kalandia refugee camp 
south of the checkpoint. 

Jamal Abdullah Mah- 
moud, a protester from the 
camp, was critically injured 
with live bullets in the lung 
and chest, a doctor at 
Ramallah hospital said. 

Members of the Fateh 
party marched Sunday in a 
show of unity with support- 
ers of the militant groups 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 
Hamas claimed responsibili- 
ty for the suicide bombing. 

In Hebron, protesters car- 
ried signs which read “no 
peace without the release of 
Palestinian prisoners,:” "no 
peace with settlements”, and 
"Hebron is an islamic city. 
The occupation must go." 


U.N. Security Council 
against Israel's plans for 
Jewish housing in East 
Jerusalem. 

He said that former U.S. 
Secretary of State James 
Baker gave the Palestinians 
at the Madrid peace confer- 
ence in 1991 a letter of 
guarantee saying Israel 
would not be allowed to 
change the demographics 
of Jerusalem during peace 
talks. 


Saudis 

want 

Canada to 

extradite 

suspect 

(Continued from page 1) 

should be sent to Saudi 
Arabia since he is a 
Saudi and the bombing 
happened on Saudi terri- 
tory. 

The official told the 
Associated Press that 
Saudi Arabia had made 
a lot of progress in the 
investigation into the 
blast and needed to 
interrogate Sayegh to fit 
the pieces together. 

He also said the Unit- 
ed Stales was not the 
right place to try anyone 
implicated in the 
Dhahran blast. The offi- 
cial said the Canadians 
had expressed under- 
standing for Saudi Ara- 
bia’s request that 
Sayegh should be sent 
to Saudi territory. 

Sayegh is to appear at 
an April 28 court hear- 
ing to determine 
whether or not he will 
be deported. He has 
requested refugee status 
in Canada, claiming he 
was persecuted in his 
homeland for religious 
reasons. 

On Thursday, Canadi- 
an officials said they 
believe Sayegh, con- 
ducted surveillance at 
the military housing 
complex in Dhahran and 
drove the car that sig- 
nalled the go-ahead to 
the driver of a fuel truck 
packed with 2 1/2 

tonnes of explosives. 

Sayegh denies any 
involvement in the 
bombing and says he 
was in Syria at the time. 
He says he is being tar- 
geted by the Saudi gov- 
ernment because of his 
opposition to the ruling 
regime (See related 
story on page 12). 

The Saudis reportedly 
have detained dozens of 
suspects in the Dhahran 
attack, including some 
with ties to Iran, but 
have not released any 
details of the inquiry. 
U.S. officials have been 
frustrated by lack of 
access to suspects. 

Investigators have 
blamed the explosion on 
militants opposed to 
Western forces in the 
Saudi kingdom. 


Gemini News Service 

Regent urges press to be accurate 


Thousands vent their anger on W. Bank streets 


League recommends freezing relations 
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Arab Gulf states need Kuwait’s Oman to keep riyal-dollar link 


$40b for infrastructure 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states need to 
pump around S40 billion 
into infrastructure projects 
over the nest 10 years to 
face the needs of their 
growing populations, inde- 
pendenl figures have 
showed. 

The investments by the 
six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). which 
controls nearly 45 per cent 
of if * world's oil. will 
cover communications, 
electricity and water, ports, 
roads and other sectors, 
according to organisers of 
an infrastructure confer- 
ence in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

The Middle East Eco- 
nomic Digest (MEED), 
which is cosponsoring the 
event with the Abu Dhabi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said the funds 
were pan of the Middle 
East’s total infrastructure 
investments of SHOO billion. 

“Securing such huge 
funds raises questions given 
the instability in " the 
incomes of regional gov- 
ernments." it said in a state- 
ment. 

Infrastructure needs in the 
GCC and other Arab states 
will be the main theme of 
the conference opening in 
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday. 

Officials and expens from 
the Middle East. United 
States and Europe will par- 
ticipate. 


Bankers said financing 
for instrastrucrure projects 
could be secured through 
the Gulf private sector 
which has in excess of S300 
billion in local and overseas 


assets. 

They noted several 
regional states had 
embarked on privatisation 
of public enterprises as part 
of reforms aimed at reviv- 
ing their economies and 
diversifying their sources of 
income away from volatile 
oil export revenues. 

“No one knows what 
trend oil prices will take in 
the next 10 years. This 
makes it imperative for 
Gulf states to rely more on 
the private sector in financ- 
ing domestic development.” 
a UAE banker said. 

Oman has already priva- 
tised pan of its electricity 
sector and is planning to 
sell more government insti- 
tutions to the public. 

Kuwait and Bahrain have 
reported partial privatisa- 
tions while Qarar and the 
UAE have similar plans. 

Saudi Arabia, by far the 
biggest Gcc member, has 
announced plans to sell pan 
of its large communications 
and electricity sector as it 
expects its development 
needs to grow at a time 
when oil earnings could 
stabilise. 

The projected expendi- 
ture on infrastructure over 
the next decade is a fraction 


in modem history to turn 
their desen oases into mod- 


em cities. 

Official figures showed 
that over the past 26 years. 
Saudi Arabia alone spent 
4.2 trillion riyals ($1.12 
trillion) on development. 
Abu Dhabi, the main UAE 
oil producer, pumped more 
than $200 billion. 

"Spending on infrastruc- 
ture during the oil boom 
was no problem for the 
GCC countries as their cof- 
fers were flush and their 
other needs were not so 
large given their relatively 
small populations" a bank 
■ manager said. 

Independent estimates 
showed the GCC's popula- 
tion is projected to grow 
from around 26 million in 
1995 to 32.5 million in 
2000 and 54.7 million in 
2015. 

Most member states have 
announced plans to expand 
their electricity networks 
and build more water 
desalination plants, and 
other development projects 
to cater for the needs of 
their increasing popula- 
tions. 


South Korea’s deficit swells to $23. 7b 


SEOUL jAFP) — South 
Korea's current account 
deficit hit a record high of 
S23.7 billion in 1996, up 
165 per cent from $8.95 
billion a year ago. the 
Bank of Korea (BOK) has 
said . 

The central bank 
attibuted the largest-ever 
current account deficit to 
worsening terms of trade 
and a continued rise in 
imports of capital and con- 
sumption goods. 

"The nation saw a drop 
of $7. 1 billion worth of 
exports in semiconductors, 
steel and petrochemicals 
in 1996." BOK Director 
Paeng Dong-Jeon said. 

The 1996 current 
account deficit was far 
higher than the initial gov- 


ernment projection of S6 
billion, he said, predicting 
that the 1997 current 
account deficit would 
stand at SIS billion . 

The 1996 trade deficit 
swelled to SI 5.3 billion 
from a deficit of S4.75 bil- 
lion a year earlier. Mr. 
Paeng said. 

In 1996. the invisible 
trade deficit reached $7.68 
billion, compared with a 
S3.6 billion deficit a year 
earlier, he. said. 

The tourism deficit 
accounted for 34 per cent 
of the total invisible trade 
gap. he said. 

"Last year's current 
account deficit is projected 
to be equivalent to 4.7 per 
cenr of gross national 
product forecast in 1996.” 


Mr. Paeng said. 

But he said the growing 
current account deficit to 
gross national product 
ratio, even if it topped five 
per cent, would not pose 
any grave threat to the 
nation’s external payments 
and settlements capability. 

In 1996. customs- 
cleared exports rose 3.7 
per cent year-on-year to 
SI 29.7 billion after a rise 
of 30.3 per cent to SI 25 
billion in 1995. 

Exports ro U.S., Japan- 
ese and European Union 
markets dropped S.2 per 
cent year-on-year to $57.3 
billion in 1996 after a rise 
of 27.9 per cent to $62.4 
billion a year earlier, the 
bank said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Abrasion 
5 Type ot wave 
10 Hops dryer 

14 Saint Paul's 
architect 

15 Port of northern 
Chile 

16 Pinocchio's 
goldfish 

17 Pizza 
complements? 

20 Suspenders 

21 Vertices 

22 Glacial ridges 

23 Wound mark 

24 Celebrates 
oneself 

27 Mil. addresses 

28 Rep. 

31 Wrangle 

32 Small weight 

33 Antitoxins 

34 Pancake make- 
up? 

57 Patella place 

38 '60s pop singer 

39 — and dined 

40 Alarming letters? 

41 Vesicle 

42 Italian ice cream 

43 Request encl. 

44 Post 

45 Emphasis 
48 Pheasant 
52 Holden 

Caulfield's 

vision? 

54 Encourage 

55 Controlled by 

56 Obstacle 

57 Deliver a 
smacker 

58 Jaunty 

59 Children 
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by Frederick T. Buhter 


DOWN 

1 Gulp 

2 Toothed 
cetacean 

3 Stagger 

4 Pen 

5 Hot condiments 

6 Command 

7 Pinches 

8 Here: Fr. 


9 Underground 
chamber 

1 0 Mineral pigment 

11 Haley 

12 Desiccated 

1 3 Head movement 

18 Ejected 

1 9 Bk. balancers 

23 Hall of Fame 
hurler, Warren 

24 Takes great 
pleasure 

25 Maine campus 
site 

26 Feverish attacks 

27 Vernacular 

28 Volcanic mount 

29 Welcome 

30 Slow, in music 
32 Appearance 
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33 Quiet 

35 Homer's traveler 44 Sources of iron 


36 Anchors — 

41 R eady money 

42 "Elmer — " 

43 Cults 


45 Non-union 
worker 

46 Prohibited 

47 Hwys. 


48 Disencumbers 

49 Cubic Rubik 

50 Greenish hue 

51 Barrels 

53 Genetic letters 


overseas 


of the development spend- 
ing by the six members dur- 
ing the oil boom. 

Bankers estimated such 
expenditure exceeded $500 
billion between 1975 and 
I9S5. when GCC countries 
were engaged in one of the 


assets on 
the rise 


biggest construction drives 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— Kuwait’s current 
account surplus reached 
$6.7 billion in 1996, 
while the value of the 
oil-rich state's overseas 
assets also rose, the Cen- 
tral Bank of Kuwait 
(CBKL) said Saturday. 

The current account 
surplus in 1996 was 
2.028 billion dinars ($6.7 
billion) compared with 
1.365 billion dinars (S4.5 
billion) in 1995, accord- 
ing to CBK figures quot- 
ed by the official Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA). 

The report gave few 
details, but said the 
improvement was due to 
rising surpluses in the 
trade and services 
accounts, two of the 
main elements included 
in the current account. 

The trade account is 
mainly made up of oil 
export earnings that were 
boosted by buoyant 
crude prices last year, 
while the services 
account is dominated by 
income from Kuwait's 
investments abroad 
which have benefited 
from booming 

international stockmar- 
kets. 

The report said the 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman will keep 
its currency attached to the 
U.S. dollar on the grounds 
that it ensures stability for the 
domestic economy, its cen- 
tral bank chairman said in 
press remarks Sunday. 

Hamud Ibn Senjur said 
there were no plans to link 
the riyal to a basket of cur- 
rencies. 

“Oman has chosen to link 
its currency to the U.S. dollar 
at a fixed exchange rate 
because of some considera- 
tions of special concern to 
the country," Mr. Senjur told 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily A1 Khaleej. 

‘They include the fact that 
the dollar is the official price 
of oil and revenues from oil 
exports account for the bulk 


of Oman’s income. So, 
Oman believes that for the 
time being the dollar is the 
best peg for its currency and 
it achieves stability for the 
local economy and facilitates 
its internal financial accounts 
and dealings with other 
countries," he explained. 

Oman is believed to be 
among the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members 
opposing a detachment cf 
their currencies from die 
U.S. dollar in a bid to link 
them to a basket of curren- 
cies and find a common peg. 

Currency alignment in the 
GCC, a defence, political and 
economic alliance created in 
1981. was stipulated by the 
group’s 1983 economic pact 
which also calls for unifying 
customs tariffs and creating a 


common market. 

Apart from the Omani 
riyal. the currencies of Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain. Qatar and 
the UAE are effectively 
pegged to the U.S. dollar 
while Kuwait’s dinar is 
linked to a basket of major 
currencies, in which the dol- 
lar has nearly 40 per cenL 

Gulf officials and business- 
men have repeatedly called 
for delinking regional curren- 
cies from the dollar on the 
grounds that fluctuations in 
its rate were inflicting heavy 
losses on the GCC’s 
economies and overseas 

investment 

‘"There is no doubt a single 
Gulf currency is a goal, 
which we are all seeking. But 
it is not as easy as some 
believe," Mr. Senjur said. 
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seas investments — 
which forms part of the 
capital account — rose 
by 1.763 billion dinars 
($5.8 billion) in 1996. 

The government does 
not release figures for the 
total value of its holdings 
abroad, but analysts say 
Kuwait’s overseas assets 
tumbled after the 199L 
Iraqi invasion to meet the 
costs of liberation and a 
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post-war reconstruction 
programme. 

From more than §100 
billion before the inva- 
sion. Kuwait's overseas 
holdings fell to an esti- 
mated $35 billion but 
have now started to 
recover and stand at 
some $40 billion, the 
analysts say. 

The KUNA report said 
Kuwait’s balance of pay- 
ments. which includes 
the current and capital 
accounts, showed a sur- 
plus of 1.742 billion 
dinars ($5.7 billion). 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY, 
MARCH 31, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll ' 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 t 0 
April 19) This morning is. 
□ot good today for coin, 
muni eating anything 

important, so keep quiet 
until a better opportunity. 
Attend strictly to busi- 
ness during the day and 
get good result from your 
career activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 in 
May 20) Don’t let a pri- 
vate concern stop yon 
from handling your regu- 
lar daily duties. Be more 
sociable with your 
friends later this evening 
and make any effort to $ 
make guests in your 
home feel quite wel- 
come. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 ) You should not 
all an impulsive friend to 
get you in some form of 
difficulty. Make this 
evening a romantic one at 
home with your mate, so 
plan a romantic dinner 
and music which will set 
the mood. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Avoid an official today 
who can be quite 
demanding and could 
make your career activi- 
ties difficult. Be more 
diplomatic, and don’t try 
to push 1 your personal 
desires on anyone, there- 
by avoiding any difficul- 
ties. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 1 This morning is not a 
good time today to begin 
any new projects, espe- . 
cially relating to busi- 
ness. Carry through with y 
your true ambitions, 
which are to get involved 
in recreational activities 
with friends.’ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study and 
handle a bill this morn- 
ing, and be sure to avoid 
any difficulties .concern- 
ing it. Be “very coopera- 
te with your mate later 
this evening and thereby 
you can maintain the har- 
mony which you desire. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If an 
unpleasant outside matter 
pops up this morning, be 
sure to keep calm and 
make every effort to deal 
with the situation. Steer 
clear of a fellow' associ- 
ate who has drastic mood 
swings, which are always 
unexpected. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Steer 
clear of a fellow associ- 
ate today who is irate and 
is making everyone in the 
office miserable. This 
person may not cool ^ 
down until after lunch * 
time, and then you may 
reach an agreement with 
care er acti vities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (No- 
vember 22 to December 
21) Forget an expensive 
pleasure this morning, 
and later today you can 
enjoy one which is less 
costly. Be helpful to yoor 
mate tonight and show 
him or her more affection 
which will be very much 
appreciated. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Try 
to calm down a disturbed 
family friend this morn- 
ing. thus improving 
home conditions consid- 
erably. Get together with 
some old friends and pur- 
sue recreational activities 0 
which you will enjoy and 
have fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
particularly careful while 
driving on the highway 
today, especially in die 
morning. Plan your cor- 
respondence before writ- 
ing later this evening* 
thereby you won’t make 
any errors which could 
be detrimental. 

PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Business 
associates can help you 
collect today the infor- 
mation you need to 
increase your efficiency 
in your career activities. 

Be accurate with your 
finances, thereby you 
won’t find yourself short 
of funds when needed a 


Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Business & Finance 

Swedes work half-year for taxman, 

I. Japanese 14 weeks — report 


i 


f- 
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COLOGNE. Germany 
fAFP) — Swedes spend 
half the year, until July 2, 
working just for the tax- 
man. a magazine has 
reported here. 

Italians. French and 
Dutch must work on aver- 
age until the beginning of 


June to earn enough to pay 
their annual taxes, the 
magazine Impulse report- 
ed, saying its figures were 
based on a study by the 
Organisation for Econom- 
ic Cooperation and Devel- 
opment 

Spaniards have earned 


enough by May 4 and the 
Swiss by May 5. 

By contrast taxpayers in 
Singapore have earned 
enough by March 3, in the 
United States by April 10 
and in Japan by April 1 1, 
the report said. 



Expatriates are 
behind construction 
' boom — report 


** A REPORT prepared by the Min- 
istry of Planning credited the transfers 
of Jordanian expatriates working 
abroad for the growth and expansion 
of the housing sector in Jordan. 
Describing the transfers of expatriates 
as the main and direct factor, the report 
estimated the amount during the past 
three years at over JD 1 .6 bfllion with 
most of it going into construction of 
buildings and housing estates. 

The report explained that the housing 
sector is considered as an investment 
that encourages capital flow due to the 
low risk it carries compared to other 
investments. Moreover, the housing 
sector enjoys continued demand and 
does not require skilled labour and 
technical qualifications to operate and 
manage it, the report added. However, 
the report pointed out that investments 
in the housing sector causes, “idling 
large capital.” 

Estimating that about 70 per cent of 
the total investments would be “idle 
capital” the report mentioned the rela- 
tive low economic viability as one of 
the negative aspects of real estate 
investments. Other negative aspects 
include the low effect of changes in 
such investments on the domestic 
product in this sector and the inability 
to employ any labour after the comple- 
tion of the necessary construction. 

“If part of the (70 per cent) invest- 
ment was invested in productive sec- 
tors. there could have been, a higher 


increase in the gross domestic product 
and more job opportunities created,” 
the report indicated. 

Of the total investment in the hous- 
ing sector, the private sector contribu- 
tion amounted to about 88 per cent 
while the government share of the con- 
struction was 22 per cent, the report 
said. It added that the real estate mar- 
ket in . Jordan is characterised by 
ample supply of vacant apartments 
which, according to latest statistics 
from the Housing and Urban Develop- 


ment Corporation, amount to approxi- 
mately 150,000 apartments- 
The report attributed the sum I us of 
apartments to the high rents winch do 
not suit tenants on one hand and the 
unwillingness of landlords to lower 
rents to acceptable levels on the other 
hand. The report noted that “most 
landlords are individuals and not 
organised companies that respond with 
flexible prices and rates and adopt the 
principle of competition in determin- 
ing charges" (A1 Ra’i). 


Jordan suspends beef 
imports from Holland 


** THE DUTCH embassy in Amman 
has informed the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture that the madcow disease has been 
detected in one animal in Holland. 
Accordingly the ministry has suspend- 
ed all imports of live and frozen beef 
from Holland. As such Jordan is now- 
banning imports of meat from six 
countries which, in addition to Hol- 
land, are Britain, Ireland, France, 
Switzerland and Portugal (A1 Dus- 
tour). 


French & Arabic Language Courses ffl 


Join us at the French Cultural Centre for the following courses: 


French courses for beginner & advanced levels, translation, conversation... 


French for Children H Specialised French for beginners 


Arabic Courses for beginner & advanced levels 


\* Registration until Saturday April 5th & courses start on Sunday AprB 6th (Fees: 70 JD) 

: Jebel LWQlbdeh, Al-j-iawuz, Tel. 637009 - 636445 - 612658 


THE BETTER HALF, 

GLASBEft&l 


By Giasberge. 



need to see my chiropractor. 
I'm out of alignment again," 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Honrl Arnold and MIK» ArflMoi 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



NORM 




nc 

c 

J 


MRgnRamte 

n.ke. 

RODOP 


□ 

_u 

L 

□ 


LUPCOE 


□ 


IC 

/ V 



GA RDIN . 

n±D 


what the yachts- 
men AT THE SAME 
FORT CONSIPEREP 
THEMSELVES. 


Now arrange the dialed lettars to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

^^7“ rnm ” nxm 

(Answers Monday) 


i tumbles- NOOSE MAJOR SOIREE DEMISE 

VES,erday ' S l iSww:' HalpIr^Gnmdrna pm up preserves can turn 

into this - A ‘JAM* SESSION 
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International seminar optimistic 
on future of euro currency 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Europe’s single currency 
should prove to be a 
durable rival to the U.S. 
dollar when it begins cir- 
culating in 1 999. an 
international seminar has 
concluded here. 

“Erom the outset, the 
euro will be at least the 
number two reserve cur- 
rency,” Michael Mussa, 
research director at the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), told a gather- 
ing of central bank offi- 
cials, economists and 
scholars. 

Addressing a news con- 
ference, he said the single 
currency would be “rela- 
tively strong” because of 
sound monetary' policies 
that the European central 
bank is expected to follow. 


But participants also 
expressed concern over 
possible volatility in 
exchange rates among the 
euro, the dollar and the 
Japanese yen. 

Anxiety was evident 
among Japanese delegares 
here but was also apparent 
in remarks from European 
officials whose countries 
will either remain outside 
monetary union or play to 
delay their participation. 

Such nations do the bulk 
of their trading with their 
European partners. 

Mr. Mussa predicted that 
the European central bank 
would function in a fash- 
ion similar to Germany's 
Bundesbank, with perhaps 
less tolerance for inflation 
than the U.S. Federal 
Reserve. 


Its primary responsibili- 
ty will be to ensure price 
stability, according to IMF 
economist Jacques Polak. 
rather than exchange rate 
stability'. 

Mr. Mussa maintained 
that “Europe has the 
potential at this stage for 
meaningful cyclical 

recovery over the next 
three to four years.” 

notably as monetary poli- 
cy should remain "reason- 
ably accomodative” in the 
run-up to the launch of 
monetary - union in January 
1999. 

The inflation perfor- 
mance this year of all bur 
one member of the Euro- 
pean LTnion (EUj was 
expected to meet the three 
:r cent standard that has 
in established for the 


starr of the single curTen- 
cy. 

Mr. Mussa noted that 
there had been "signifi- 
cant” stability in exchange 
rates among EU members 
and that while debt ratios 
remained very high, there 
was at least a detectable 
downward trend. 

.As for fiscal deficits, he 
said current projections 
suggested that many EU 
members will meet or be 
close to the monetary 
union requirement — 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

He added that the sus- 
tainability of EU fiscal 
deficit positions "looks 
reasonably good at this 
stage” 


AMMAN FINANCXAL MARXET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER MW - SHMXISJUU 
TELEPHONE! 607171 / 607179 
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PAST 12 

OIgh 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VRLU* 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


269.000 

2D5-ODO 

ARAB BANK 

11.6 1.58 

13 

360 

91000 

254.00 

253.00 

:.co- 

R 

2.100 

1.860 

JOR. NATIONAL HK. 

F 0.00 

7 

15272 

28710 

1.88 

1.88 



3.600 

2.760 

BANK or JORDAN 

io.i a. co 

4 

16000 

44820 

2. BO 

2.80 



1.210 

.880 

HID. EAST 1NV.BK. 

65 . 7 O.CD 

7 

21850 

21B67 

1.04 

’ .DO 

.04- 


2.610 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BX- 

5.2 6.06 

i 

1000 

2290 

2.31 

2.29 

.02- 


S.lOO 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BE- 

12.8 2.88 

9 

3809 

18292 

4.80 

4.83 



2.950 

2.440 

JOB. KUWAIT BANK 

19.6 0.00 

•% 

96 

2S8 

2.71 




1.090 

-830 

JOR- CULP BANK 

4.9 8.41 

3 

9250 

7665 

.83 

.83 



4.120 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.4 0.00 

9 

1007 

4159 

3.83 

3 . 83 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 192.61 -CNG: -0.33 

59 

68824 

219198 




+ 

3.500 

3.500 

KIDDLE EAST INSUB. 

20.4 4.10 

* 

20000 

66600 

3.50 

3.33 



2.230 

1.B50 

ARAB LIFE INSOP. 

7.7 7.00 

1 

100 

205 

2.05 

2.85 


r 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDSXi 119.43 ! CMC I 0-00 

1 

20 100 

66805 




i 

1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWB. 

11.4 7.27 

12 

3731 

6145 

1.64 

1 ■ 65 

.01- 

- + 

1.540 

1.060 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 0.00 

13 

14300 

14976 

1.06 

1.04 

.02- 

V 

2.200 

1.320 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

53.9 0.00 

9 

5000 

6267 

1.32 

1.26 

.37- 


1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 0.00 

1 

150 

150 

1 .CO 

1.32 



2.230 

1.650 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.0 6.55 

12 

4250 

7 103 

1.69 


.01- 

* 

1.200 

.740 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 0.00 

1 

500 

365 

.74 

.73 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 102.73 -CHG : -0-26 

47 

27931 

3500: 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.1 2.04 

13 

2945 

10305 

3.50 

3.52 

.02- 


6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.2 3.33 

4 

1500 

9001 

5.10 


.09- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL . HEFI NARY 

10.3 7.84 

TO 

3927 

39941 

10.15 

1C. 20 

.05- 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

29.8 0.00 

4 

1350 

3012 

2.34 

2.22 

.12- 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.7 3.68 

1 

500 

3400 

6.80 

6. BO 



4. IDO 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. HANF. 

20.0 5.48 


24550 

89608 

3.67 

3.65 

.02- 


7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

P..? J.74 

i 

750 

5010 

6.70 

6.63 

.02- 


1.820 

1.180 

RAF I A INDUSTRIES 

P 0.00 

i 

4000 

4920 

1.22 

1.23 

.01- 


6.550 

4.750 

DAB \LDAVA DV.INV. 

13.0 4.21 

2 

1500 

7125 

4.75 

4.75 



5.400 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

P . J 8.82 

4 

2400 

8160 

3.45 

3.40 

.05- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

q 0 00 

AO 

69350 

38 32 2 

.57 

.57 

- 


1.520 

1.050 

NATIONAL STEEL IMP. 

g C.?0 

5 

6500 

6890 

1.05 

: -06 

.01- 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

« . ’ top 

9 

11150 

6650 

- 60 

.59 

.31- 

■* 

1.540 

.820 

I NTESMED . PETPd . CHEM . 

g O.uO 

:4 

8350 

6 710 

.02 

- 7 0 

.04- 

■* 

J - 150 

.710 

JOB. POCKWOOL INDS . 

? 0.00 

1 

500 

345 

.71 

.69 

.02- 


1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHAPM.CHEK. 

25.6 0.0D 

■■ 7 

3050 

42C9 

1.42 

1.33 

.04- 


■2.740 

1.440 

UN IV. HODN-IND5. 

4.6 13. 13 

:i 

285T 

4315 

1.50 

1.50 

.00- 


1.B20 

1.140 

JOB. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.3 0.J0 

■ 57 

490C0 

63599 

1.33 

1.38 

.03- 


'1.270 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

23.9 0.00 

20 

6650 

7573 

-88 

.88 

- 


2.400 

1.750 

EC -EAT READY WEAR 

? 0.00 

3 

700 

1272 

1.81 

1.82 

.01- 


1.360 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

28.0 a.oa 

16 

14 200 

16800 

1.19 

1.19 



1.470 

.930 

ONION CH. 6 VBG. 

29.! 0.00 

4 

900 

836 

.96 

.92 

.04- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX:’ 116 

98 Z CHG: -0.70 

269 

218622 

338408 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 152.10 'CHG: -0.47 

. 378 

335477 

659415 
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.690 

.430 

CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 

177 0 . OC 


500 

220 

.45 

.44 

.01- 

* 

.790 

.480 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.5 0 00 

ii 

JODO 

4265 

.48 

.47 

.01- 

+N 

.950 

.730 

JOB. FIN. INV.CO. • 5 ' 

E 0 00 

16 

31627 

14631 

. 74 

.71 

.03- 


.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 0.00 

12 

4950 

2032 

.43 

.4! 

.02- 

N 

.950 

.740 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75' 

e o .co 

16 

20769 

12050 

.85 

- 03 

.82- 


38.700 

29.000 

JOH TOURIST TRANS. CO 

1.9 3.45 

1 

bOO 

17400 

29.00 

29. CO 

“ 


.640 

.200 

JOR -INDS -HATCH- JEM CO 

g 0.00 

3 

1250 

288 

.23 

.23 

" 

- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 0.00 

14 

5851 

8190 

J.40 

1.40 



.690 

.430 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

g 0.00 

9 

13000 

5755 

■ 46 

.44 

.02- 


.720 

.490 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 0.00 

11 

4750 

2423 

.51 

.51 



.850 

.400 

NATL .HOLT . ENG . NAMZCO 

E 0.00 

20 

20BS0 

9408 

.47 

.45 

.02- 


.660 

.430 

nurzAX dies t moulds 

E 0.00 

4 

730 

412 

.56 

.57 

.01- 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 0.00 

18 

14500 

10815 

.76 

.74 

.02- 


.750 

.600 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 0.00 

7 

6350 

2346 

.62 

.62 



1.330 

.920 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

e o.oa 

7 

6400 

4352 

.93 

-93 



.770 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 65 1 

E 0.00 

3 

1300 

299 

.58 

.58 



.660 

.390 

INDS. ENG- 

25.9 0-00 

1 

1500 

630 

.43 

.42 

.01- 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 0.00 

1 

250 

170 

.68 

.60 



.870 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.5 C.Ou 

96 

403300 

322758 

.BO 

.81 

.01* 

GRAND TOTAL 




252 

547477 

418442 





+ i Raw 12 months low 
H : Listad during th» pone 12 nenths 
P i P/B ratio is 100 or more 
g s Nmgttivs P/E 

E i Earning is uro or N/A tor the most recent year 





Israel 

Corp 

raises 

Israel 

Chemical 

stake 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
Corp completed a deal Sun- 
day that boosts its hvikling 
in Israel Chemicals u.i 4l.i» 
per cem and seals its slants 
.is the biggest player in (he 
Israeli privatisation pntvsv 

Gove mmem u flic mis 

hailed the sale as an impor- 
tant step forward in their 
effort to revive the flagging 
privatisation process. 

In a ceremony .it the trea- 
sury. ihe holding compant 
handed over a cheque for 
667 million shekels iSI^S 
million i for 17 per cent of 
Israel Chemiv.iU. a produc- 
er of fertilLorN and chemi- 
cals mined I mm the Dead 
Sea. 

Israel Corp already con- 
trolled 24. u pei cent o! the 
company, which it bought 
in 1995. 

“The transaction tlut we 
completed today to sell I? 
per cem of Israel Chemicals 
to Israel Corp. together with 
the sale we did in l u ‘> 5 , 
makes die privatisation ol 
Israel Chemicals one of the 
biggest privatisations in the 
state of Israel, no doubt the 
biggest” said ireaauy 
director-general Shai Tal- 
niun. 

The ceremony was a sub- 
dued affair, just three days 
after the death of Israel 
Corp's billionaire chairman 
ShcuJ Eisenberg. 

The treasury said tire two 
sides were forced to com- 
plete the sale so soon after 
Eisenberg ’s death because 
Sunday was ihe last day 
Israel Corp could exercise 
its option on the shares. 

The government retains 
31.5 per cent of Israel 
Chemicals. .Another 25 per 
cent is traded on the TASE 
and the rest held in trust for 
employees. 

Israel Corp took the 
option when it acquired it* 
24.9 per cem controlling 
stake in Israel Chemicals 
from the government in 
February 1995 for S230.3 
million. 

Israel Corp also holds 
25.1 per cent of Properties 
and Development Co. 
which it acquired from the 
government as part of a 
croup, paying $63 million. 

In addition. Israel Corp 
controls about 50 per cent 
of Zim Israel Navigation, 
one of the world's largest 
shipping companies, and 26 
per cent of Oil Refineries 
Ltd. which has a monopoly 
in petroleum refining. The 
government holds the 
remaining shares. 
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D A J ANl 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 



l 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rent , 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 





■ One & Two Bedrooms • Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Look Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CCWTI MOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA. JACUZZI &' 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 
. COURTS 


TEL: 758180' 
Radio ft TV Station Rd. 




£ 

R.G&tcn&ia+t£ 


Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 
Sushi 



For details please catt 

864230 
864231 


Tel . 864230 

Fax. 


St^jeratore 
Tel. 688 477L Ext. 32 



REJTAURANT 

/Vo© Opan 

Kama of 
the 

Char-Griff 

Shn«tHfll above ebu noose, 

TeL 079-37971 









Hingis destroys Seles in 44-minute final 


KEY B ISC AVNE (R) — In 
44 sweet minutes 16-year- 
old Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland crushed 

Monica Seles 6-2 6-1 in the 
Lipton Championships final 
Saturday in her Iasi match 
before assuming the crown 
of the youngest world num- 
ber one. 

Currently second-ranked, 
the Swiss teenage sensation 
destroyed fifth-ranked 
American Seles, whose 
record as the world's 
\ oungest number one player 
she is about to eclipse. 

Seles was 17 years, three 
months. 19 days old when 
she secured the top-ranked 
berth in March 1991. Hingis 
will only be 16 years, six 
months and one day when 
she takes over the top spot 
from the injured Steffi Graf 
when the latest rankings are 
issued Monday. 

"I just played very good in 
this match." No. 1 seed 
Hingis said. “I almost didn't 
make one mistake, or l did- 
n't make any. It was just a 
perfect match.” 

It was the second career 
drubbing that Hingis has 
handed Seles. In their only 
previous meeting. Hingis 
trounced Seles 6-2 6-0 in 
the Oakland final last 
November. 

"Last lime I played her it 
was 52-minutes, now 44." 
Hingis said. “She made one 
more game this time." 

Whether Hingis won the 
Lipton title or not. it was a 
foregone conclusion that 
she was about to become 
No. I. German Graf, out of 
action for over a month, has 
held die top spot for 377 
weeks. 

“1 felt kind of like a 
responsibility that l didn't 
want to lose first round 


Martina Hingis of Switzerland returns a serve from Monica Seles of the United 
States in the Erst set at the finals of the Lipton Tennis Championships. Hingis defeat- 
ed Seles 6-2, 6-1 i Reuters photo) 


because I knew even if 1 
lose first round. I'm going 
to become No. 1 on 
Monday." Hindis said after 


the victory. 

This year has seen a num- 
ber of firsts for Hingis. 

She became the youngest 


player to win a Grand Slam 
title when she won the 
Australian Open in January. 
With her 5215,000 in sin- 


gles prize money and 
$19,000 doubles earnings at 
the Lipton. Hingis becomes 
the fastesr player to earn 
one million dollars in prize- 
money in a single season. 

Hingis is cruising on suc- 
cess this year. She’s yet to 
lose a match and holds a 26- 
0 winning streak after 
Saturday’s victory. 

'"Obviously the tennis she 
has played this year and the 
consistency and the amount 
of tournaments that she has 

played at that level is quite 

remarkable,” Seles said of 
Hingis. 

Seles was beaten with 
almost embarrassing ease, 
although it was her first 
tournament of the year 
because of a broken index 
finger. 

“Right now, probably, I 
can't have the focus that I 
had four or five years ago,” 
Seles said. “I'm not expect- 
ing that of myself at this 
point I’m going to have it 
back if I just be patient and 
play matches and keep prac- 
tising." 

Seles made 22 unforced 
errors to Hingis’ eight 

The first three games were 
service breaks before 
Hingis held serve in the 
fourth game for a 3-1 lead- 
in the seventh game Hingis 
broke serve again when 
Seles double faulted to 0-40 
and then lost the game by 
netting a backhand off a 
Hingjs return. 

In the second set Seles 
only managed to hold serve 
'once, in the third game, as 
Hingis pulled apart the 
game that once catapulted 
the naturalised American to 
No. 1 in the world. 


Olajuwon’s 45 points lead 
Rockets past Nuggets # 


HOUSTON (R) — Hakeem 
Olajuwon continued his 
dominance of the Denver 
Nuggets with 45 points as 
he led the Houston Rockets 
to their fifth victory in six 
games, 120-105. 

Olajuwon, who has aver- 
aged 43 points in three 
games against Denver this 
season, ~ made 14-of-24 
shots from the field and 16- 
of-17 free throws. He also 
pulled down 1 1 rebounds as 
Houston won its third 
straight game. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 24 
points for Denver. 

In Atlanta, Christian 
Laettner scored 24 points 
and the Atlanta Hawks held 
the Sacramento Kings to 
nine baskets in the second 
half of an 88-74 victory, 
their seventh straight win. 

Steve Smith scored 23 
points and Mookie 
Blaylock added 16 and 12 
rebounds for the Hawks, 
who surrendered just 29 
points in the second half 
and improved to 33-4 at 
home. 

Billy Owens scored 15 
points and Corliss 
Williamson added 13 for 
the Kings, who have lost 1 1 
of their last 12 games. 

In Chicago. Scottie 
Pippen scored 31 points and 
Michael Jordan added eight 
of his 21 in the fourth-quar- 
ter burst as the Chicago 
Bulls defeated the New 
Jersey Nets. 111-101, for 
their 28th straight home 
win. 

Luc Longley added 17 
points for the Bulls, who 
have won seven in a row. 
Jimmy Jackson scored a 
season-high 33 points and 

c nfi 


Hakeem Olajuwon 

the Nets. 

In Washington, Rod 
Strickland scored seven of 
his 21 points in the fourth 
quarter, including four in a 
decisive burst, as the 
Washington Bullets won 
94-87 over the Dallas 
Mavericks in their last game 
at the Baltimore arena. 

Juwan Howard scored 20 
points and pulled down 
eight rebounds and Chris 
Webber added 1 7 and 1 S for 
Washington, which moved 
within a half-game of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers and the 
final Eastern Conference 


playoff berth. 

Michael Finley had 25 
points and seven rebounds 
for Dallas, which, has 
dropped six straight 

In San Antonio, ' Karl 
Malone poured in 33 points 
and the Utah Jazz exploded 
for 37 points in the fourth 
quarter to beat the San 
Antonio Spurs, 115-102,% 
their ninth straight victory. 

Bryon Russell scored 18 
points and Jeff Homacek 
had 10 of his 15 in the final 
period for the Jazz, who 
won for the 14th time in 15 
games this month. 


MBAuBESULTS 


Atlanta 

S8 

Sacramento- 

74 - 

Washington 

94 

Dallas 

87 

Chicago 

111 

New Jersey 

101 

Houston 

120 

Denver 

105 

Utah - 

115 

San Antonio 

102 


WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 


rv:r 


Italy sweep ahead with golden 1,000; Romania win 8-0 as Cyprus hold Russia to 1-1 draw 


PARIS (AFP) — Italy 
cruised to an easy 3-0 vic- 
tory over Moldova in their 
World Cup Group 2 quali- 
fier on Saturday and 
notched up their 1.000th 
international goal in the 
process. 

Italy's win took them 
three points dear of 
England, who recorded a 
drab 2-0 win over Mexico 
in a friendly, and could go 
six points up if they beat 
Poland Wednesday. 

In other World Cup qual- 
ifiers Denmark came back 
to claim a 1-1 draw away 
at Croatia, though they 
boih Mill trail leaders 
Greece in Group I. 
Ukraine staved in con- 


tention in Group 9 after 
beating Albania in Spain 1- 
0 while leaders Portugal, 
who lead Ukraine on goal 
difference with the latter 
having two games in hand, 
were "held to a scoreless 
draw in northern Ireland. 

Romania's sweeper 
Gheorghe Popescu took 
the scoring honours with 
four of his side's eight as 
they blitzed minnows 
Liechtenstein 8-0 to move 
five points clear of the 
republic of Ireland and 
Macedonia, who play their 
Group 8 match on 
Wednesday. 

Scotland moved four 
points clear of Austria, 
whom thev meet on 


M • 

Wednesday, in Group 4 
with a 2-0 win over 
Estonia but Wales disas- 
trous campaign continued 
as they lost 2-1 at home to 
Belgium. 

Belgium trail neighbours 
the Netherlands in Group 7 
by three points after the 
Dutch beat whipping boys 
San Marino 4-0 at home. 

Italy’s new cap Christain 
Vieri scored their 1,000th 
goal in international foot- 
ball — S7 years after 
Pietro Lnna bagged their 
first in a 6-2 win over 
France in Milan. 

Team coach Cesare 
Maldini was the proudest 
father in Italy after his son 
Paolo, the team captain. 



Cyprus's Yiannos loannou (Ri trips oxer Russia's Alexander Mostovoi during their 
Group 5 World Cup qualifying match in Paralimni. Cyprus. The game ended in a 1- 
1 draw i Reuters photo) 


opened the scoring with a 
superb solo goal in the 
24th minute. 

Gianfranco Zola, whose 
goalscoring skills sank 
England at Wembley last 
month, added the second 
just before the break. 

The breakthrough came 
in the 24th minute, when 
Maldini collected the ball 
from Zola on the left flank, 
accelerated between two 
defenders and rounded a 
third before sweeping 
home a left-foot shot from 
close range. 

Zola w'as also behind his 
own goal 20 minutes later, 
feeding the ball wide to 
Dino Baggio, who skipped 
a tackle and unleashed a 
shot which Moldova goal- 
keeper Denis blocked but 
failed to hold. 

The Chelsea striker then 
stepped up to drive home 
the rebound. 

Italy' made it 3-0 within 
four minutes of the re-start 
when the ball came into 
the area from the right. 
Zola’s feint allowed it to 
find Vieri and the Juventus 
striker blasted home an 
unstoppable left-foot 
drive. 

Glasgow Rangers star 
Brian Laudrup equalised 
for Denmark in the 82nd 
minute as they garnered 
what could prove a vital 
point away at Croatia, who 
had opened the scoring in 
the 50th minute as Real 
Madrid marksman Davor 
Suker shot home from 
Robert Jami’s cross. 

The Croats should have 
had the match won by then 
but Juventus striker Alen 
Boksic missed from five 
yards out in the ninth 
minute. after Peter 
Schmeichel had saved bril- 
liantlv from Zvonimir 



Dutch striker Aron Winter (R) duels for the hall with San Marino midfielder Ivan' 
Matteoni tC) and defender Damiaoo Vannucri (L) during their Group 7 World Cup 
qualifying match in Amsterdam. The Netherlands beat San Marino 4-0 (Reuters 
photo) 


Boban. 

Schmeichel, who had 
been made to look very 
ordinary when Suker 
lobbed him in the final 
minute of their 3-0 thrash- 
ing during Euro 96. was at 
his best particularly when 
he saved from Robert 
Prosinecki’s 30 yard shot 
in the 38th minute. 

Albania put up a brave 
fight against Ukraine in 
their match which was 
played at the Estadio 
Nuevo Los Carmenes 
because of the unrest in 
their country. 

Sergi Rebrov hit the 
decisive goal on 39 min- 
utes. after they had been 
given a scare when 


Albania's Altin Raklli 
32nd minute effort was 
ruled out for offside. 

Northern Ireland frustrat- 
ed Portugal in their bat- 
tling draw but Bryan 
Hamilton's team, needed a 
win to enhance their slim 
hopes of reaching next 
year’s finals in France. 

Portugal, who have only 
scored five goals in the 
campaign, rarely looked 
settled under the home 
side’s pressure. 

Home keeper Tommy 
Wright was kept the 
busiest as the match wore 
on. tipping over a thunder- 
ing volley from Barcelona 
star Figo and later racing 
forward to block Joao 


Pinto with the Irish 
defence bail- watching. 

Holland motored to"a 4-0 
win with Ajax striker 
Patrick Kluivert, playing in 
front of his home crowd, 
firing home the opener. 

Kluivert’s Ajax team- 
mate frank de Boer 
grabbed the first of his 
brace on 59 minutes after 
playing a delightful one- 
two with Arsenal striker 
Dennis Bergkamp. 

Nottingham Forest for- 
ward Pierre Van 
Hooijdonk, on as a late 
substitute for Clarence 
Seedorf of Real Madrid 
scored the third with eight 
minutes remaining and De 
Boer completed the rout in 
the final seconds. 


First-half goals from 
Bertrand Crasson and 
Lorenzo Staelens helped 
Belgium to their crucial 
victory' over Wales. 

Crasson gave Belgium 
the lead when his 20-metre 
shot thudded against the 
crossbar and rebounded off 
keeper Neville Southall's 
back into the net. 

Lorenzo Staelens made it 
2-0 a minute before the 
break when he met Albert 
de Roover's left-wing 
cross with a downward 
header which crept inside 
Southall’s right-hand post. 

Gary Speed made it 2-1 
with a header in the 67% 
minute. T 

Scotland boosted their 
chances of qualifying with 
a welcome win over 
Estonia, whom they only 
drew with 0-0 in Monaco 
in February, as Celtic 
defender Tommy Boyd, 
with his first goal in 43 
international appearances, 
put the Scots in front after 
25 minutes and an own 
goal from Janek meet in 
the second half sealed the 
win. 

Popescu, the former 
Tottenham midfielder, was 
on target after 29 and 30 
minutes after Ion 
Moldovan, who had a first 
minute effort disallowed, 
had hit the opener 
Romania on 10 min utes. 

And he then bagged a 
further two goals after the 
break to take the 
Romanians onto a maxi- 
mum 12 points. 

Gheorghe Hagi. 

Chelsea's Dan Petrescu 
and second half sub 
Gheorghe Craioveanu 
were also on targeL 
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CINEMA 


TEL634144 




PHILADELPHIA “1* 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 ^ 


Kevin Bacon , Robert Deniro, 
Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patrick 
& Brad Pitt... in 

SLEEPERS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2” 

Ethan Hawke 
& Julie Delpy in 


BEFORE SUNRISE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 CINEMA 


PLAZA 


A 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saieh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


V. 


TEL677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS. IN 

EVITA 

(new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 


Nabil & HishanrTs Theatre 

TEL 625155 


Amn.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations call 625155 
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University of North Carolina forward Aderaola Okulaja threads his way through 
two Arizona defenders in the first half during their semi-final game at the NCAA 
Final Four in Indianapolis. Arizona forward Eugene Edgerson (L) and center A J. 
Bramlett provide the defence. The winner advances to the national championship 
game (Renters photo) 

NCAA-final four results 

‘ - ' “Arizona vt ' do Nortti 6aro1i'na 

Kentucky 78 Minnesota 69 


Deportivo 
Coruna 
held 
to 1-1 
draw 

SAN SEBASTIAN, 
Spain (R) — Deportivo 
Coruna suffered a blow to 
their chances of taking 
Spain's second European 
Cup place next season 
when they were held to a 
1-1 draw at Real Sociedad 
on Saturday. 

It was the first point 
Deportivo have dropped 
in seven matches since 
coach Carlos Alberto 
Silva joined the club last 
month. They are now 11 
points behind Real 
Madrid and two behind 
Barcelona and Real Beds. 

They went behind mid- 
way through the first half 
when Real’s Agustin 
Aranzabal took a quick 
free kick while the 
Deportivo players were 
still protesting keeper 
Jacques Songo's being 
penalised for taking too 
many steps. 

But Real never looked 
likely to hang on to their 
lead and Brazilian mid- 
fielder Rivaldo blasted 
home the equaliser from a 
free-kick in the 65th 
minute. 

Both sides wasted 
chances to clinch the 
game in the final half- 
hour. 


Located" 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, each has its own bath, 
study room with bathroom, guest room with 
dining. Two entrances, water well, garage, big 
garden with central heating. 

Please call -'Tel,: 714647 


Inauguration B*f 


AMERICAN 

CLOSE OUT 





Shoes- Clothes - Brand Names 

Receiving you daily from 
lOa-muplo 10 pjn in all branches 


AL-Swafiah - Telefax S62079. 
Abdutah GhushehPSt -Tel 858637 


' f S ri\ Q a Jaber Complex -Tel. 821588 

g^jsry^^jabal Al-Hussein -Tel. 601315 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO. LTD. 


ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
No.: 18F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No.: 
18F/97forthe: 

((Replacement of two package steam boilers of 
100 T/ Hr each by new ones including design, 
manufacture, supply, erection and 
commissioning of the two new boilers)). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, supply department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Wednesday, 30th April, 1997. 

Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
(200) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday, 2nd June, 1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


JORDAN TTMKS TEL: 
699634,684311 


Dubai World Cup rescheduled 
after desert flood 


DUBAI (R) — Sheikh Mohammed Ben Rashid 
Al-MaJaoum Sunday rescheduled the $4 million 
Dubai World Cup, the world's richest horse race, 
for Thursday after a thunderstorm and flash 
floods. 

But it will be with a reduced field and less of 
the glitz and glamour lined up for Saturday's 
event which was washed out by a downpour that 
waterlogged the sand track and created lakes in 
the desert. 

European champion Helissio pulled out of the 
field of 13 thoroughbreds chasing a S2.4 million 
first prize. 

After an earlier downpour last Tuesday played 
havoc with training, Helissio’s French trainer 
Etie Lellouche threatened to pull out and go 
home if there was one drop of rain. He did so on 
Saturday. 

The rest of the trainers met Sheikh Mohammad 
on Sunday and pledged to stay in Dubai for the 
rescheduled race. 

John Gosden, trainer of Sheikh Mohammad’s 
American bay horse Flemensirth, said: “1 don't 


think that any din track anywhere in the world 
can take the amount of rain that was throw n on it 
yesterday.” 

He said the trainers were quite confident 
Dubai’s Nad al- Sheba dirt track would be in per- 
fect condition for racing under the floodlights on 
Thursday night. 

Flemensfirth and all 1 1 other horses left in the 
race were out training on Sunday — at other 
tracks in the region. 

Race committee chairman Michael Osborne 
said the forecast was for no more rain up to 
Friday. “We're confident we can get the Buck in 
condition,” he said. 

Saturday’s storm was the one factor beyond the 
control of Sheikh Mohammad, crown prince of 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates minister of 
defence, and the world's most successful owner 
and breeder of racing thoroughbreds. 

The Dubai World Cup. his brainchild, was 
inaugurated last year as a glittering centrepiece 
with all the trappings of an international event to 
promote Dubai’s claim to be the sporting capital 


of the Middle East. 

Organisers said that with top class runners from 
Europe, the United States, Japan and Australia it 
would produce the world champion of all thor- 
oughbreds. 

On Saturday, a* bedraggled race-goers and VIP 
guests sheltered from the storm. Sheikh 
Mohammad watched torrential rain fall on the 
race course. 

Large tracts of desen were already awash from 
a heavy but less intense storm on Tuesday night 
that had kept the din track sealed until Friday 
morning and interfered with the training sched- 
ule. 

Race officials said the event cost about S10 
million to stage. A crowd of 30.000 people, 
including international show business celebrities, 
was expected at the track and millions more rac- 
ing fans in Europe. Asia and North America had 
been expected to tune in to satelliie television 
casts. 


Top seeds continue winning streak 
at Arab Table Tennis Cup 


By Roufau Nahhas 
and Ghazi Qassas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Top seeds 
slated to win at the 6th 
Arab Table Tennis 
Championship currently 
underway at Al Hussein 
Sports City are no longer 
a surprise. 

Saudi Arabia’s Nabil 
Maqhawi, Lebanon's 
Mohammad Al Habash, 
Tunisia's Mukhtar Bo 
Azizi, Qatar’s Hamad Al 
Hamadi and Jordan’s 
Abdul Aziz Rida booked 
their ticket to the semi- 
finals after their second 
day victories. 

In the women's singles 
Lebanon’s Larissa Shoaib 
and Jocelyn Track. 
Tunisia’s Afaf Nowar and 
Nadia Losaif and Jordan’s 
Alia Tufaha are still 
favourites to reach the 
semi-finals. 

The absence of the 
Egyptian team — con- 
sidered one of the Arab 
World’s best and known 
for their advanced form 
and tactics — has boost- 
ed the chances of playes 
of the nine participating 
countries. 

On the sidelines of the 
championship, Vice- 
President of the Arab 
T able T ennis Federation 
(AXIL) and President of 
the Lebanese Table Tennis 


Federation George Hani 
said that Lebanon will 
organise an international 
championship for women 
scheduled to take place 
Ocl 23-27 with over JD 
30,000 in prize money. 

Mr, Hani added that the 
ATTF proposal to the 
International Table Tennis 
Federation for establish- 
ing a school for table ten- 
nis supervised by Chinese 
trainers and experts to 
upgrade the game in the 
Arab World was still 
under study by the 
Chinese Olympic 

Committee. 

Men’s singles results: 

•Abdul Aziz Rida 
(Jordan) — Aref Abdul 
Rahman (Qatar.) 21- 
11/21-19 

•Osama Al Mak (Sudan) 

— Raed Sharif (Palestine) 
2I-I4/19-21/21-8 

•Mukhtar Bo Azizi 
(Tunisia) — Isam Al 
Tabawi (Morocco) 21- 
15/21-7 

•Nabil Al Maqhawi 
(Saudi Arabia.) — 
Mustafa Rida (Jordan) 19- 
21/21-14/21-16 

•Shibr Al AwamilSaudi 
Arabia) — Mohammad Al 
Habash (Lebanon) 21- 
17/17-21/22-20 

•Iyad Maknay (Jordan) 

— Araer Barakat (Syria) 
21-13/19-21/21-17 


Deluxe Ground Floor Apartment For Rent 

Fully furnished ground floor apartment of 3-4 bedrooms with big 
garden of 300m2, large salons, spacious built-in kitchen. 
European style furniture, separate telephone fine & number, inde- 
pendent utilities (W & E& CH), TV, video & satellite. Nicely locat- 
ed in Um Utheina. 

For more Information call Tel. No. 079-47791 or 5518049 


ARE YOU A U.S.A CITIZEN OR RESIDENT ? 

HAVE YOU FILED YOUR TAXES YET? 
WE PREPARE USA INCOME TAX RETURNS. 
CALL US FOR FREE CONSULTATION. 

MARC A-SHABAN, CPA 
079-41908 


K3SS MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY 

Arc you interested in study at one of 
the UK’s most popular universities 
where international students have 
enjoyed a long tradition success? 
The university of Middlesex offers 
students internationally recognised 
degree qualifications that enhance 
job prospects and professional 
status. To find out more you are 
invited to attend a presentation and 
councelling sessions with Prof. 
Muihana Jabber and Ms Lesley 
•oo*oo* Markes. 

o»o*o«o 

oo***oo 


oo«**oo 

OmO * 0*0 
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The British Council 

Presentation: Wednesday 2nd April 
1997, $.00pm 

Councelling: Thursday 3rd April 1997, 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
( please phone 636147 / 8 
tO make an appointment 
for the coQDcelling 
session) . 


•Al Basheer Ben 
Abdullah (Tunisia) — 
Radi Sharief (Palestine) 
21-10/24-22 
•Hamad Al Hamadi 
(Qatar) — Mustafa 
Rimali (Morocco) 21- 
18/21-14 

•Hamad Al Hamadi 
(Qatar) — Basheer Ben 
Abdullah (Tunis) 21 -S/21- 
13 

•Aref Abdul Rahman 
(Qatar) — Raed Sharif 
(Palestine) 21-10/21-18 
•Iyad Maknay (Jordan) 
— * Mustafa Rimal 
(Morocco) 22-20/21-12 
•Mohammad A Habash 
(Lebanon) — Radi Sharif 
(Palestine) 21-1 7/2 J-I6 
•Shibr Al Awami 
(Tunisia) — Amer Barakat 
(Syria) 21-18/21-19 
•Abdul Aziz Rida 
(Jordan) — Isam Bitawi 
(Morocco) 21-12/21-1 1 
•Mustafa Rida (Jordan) 


— Osama Al Mak 
(Sudan) 21-16/21-16 

•Mukhtar Bo Azizi 
(Tunisia) — Nabil 

Maqhawi (Saudi .Arabia) 
13-21/21-16/21-19 

Women's singles results: 

•Alia Tufaha (Jordan) 

— Riham Halaq 
(Palestine) 21-J4/21-J2 

•Afaf Nowar (Tunis) — 
Suha Anous (Svria) 21- 
17/21- IS 

•Hadia Abu Sham 
(Svria) — Hadeel Awad 
(Jordan) 21-12/10-21/21- 


•Nudiu Losiaf (Tunisia) 

— Hanadi Tufaha (Jordan 
) 21-17/21-14 

•Nadia Lusiaf iTunisia) 

— Hadeel Awad (Jordan) 
21-13/21-15 

•Jocelyn Track 

(Lebanon) — Hanadi 
Tufaha (Jordan) 21-15/21- 
7 

■Alia Tufaha (Jordan) — 
Afaf Nowar (Tunis) 21- 
16/21-17 

•Larissa Shoaib 

(Lebanon) — Suha Anous 
(Syria) 19-21/21-15/21- 
17. 


Deluxe Furnished Flat For Rent 

In a two-floor building, behind Tyche Hotel in a 
quiet area. Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 
3 bathrooms, living room, salon, dining room and 
kitchen. It has a private covered garage, water 
well, separate central heating, telephone, 
intercom and elevator. 

Please call 664082, Fadi 


Salah Kawasmi & Sons Co. 
For Cars & Heavy Equipment 

Announces the 
arrival of new 
Mercedes E200 
Elegance cars, 
model 1997, of 
different colours 
& with full options. 

Competitive prices. 

For information, call 09/916364 



- Zarqa Free Zone 
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wMimlen 

& twm&i 

Offer valid until 9th. April 


A U T H O-BI ZEt>,,OE A L E R OF 

Calvin Klein 


Opening hours: 10 -1.30 & 3.30 - 8 p.m. 
RA'FAT CENTER - ABDOUN - TEL 858116 









Tensions shroud 
Jerusalem Easter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Hundreds of pilgrims on 
Easter Sunday prayed in Jerusalem, the site of Jesus's cruci- 
fixion and resurrection, but Israeli-Palestinian tensions kept 
many tourists away from the holy land. 

"Many evils are surrounding us. The main one is the 
absence of peace," Latin Patriarch Michel Sabbah. a 
Palestinian, said in an Easter message in Jerusalem, 

"Blood is still unfortunately being shed. Violence is still in 
the hearts and blindness coeceminc the rights of others is still 
in the minds of leaders." the Roman Calliolic leader said. 

Patriarch Sabbah performed Easter mass in Jerusalem's 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, as clouds of incease wafted 
above the shrine. 

Clouds of tear-gas hung over parts of the West Bank where 
clashes between Israeli soldiers and Palestinians protesting 
against Israeli .settlement in Arab East Jerusalem flared for 
the 1 1 th consecutive day. 

In the church, pilgrims from all over the world watched as 
Palestinian guards, clad in royal blue embroidered Turkish 
costumes, tapped silver canes on ancient stones to clear the 
way for the patriarch's procession. 

But crowds were thinner than on past Easter holidays and 
most Palestinian shops were shuttered in Arab East 
Jerusalem in support of an annual Israeli Arab protest against 
seizure' of land by the government. 

"Tourists stayed away this year because of the tensions." 
Wajeeh Nusseibeh. Muslim custodian and doorkeeper of the 
Christian shrine, told Reuters. 

Industry officials say tourism is down 15 to 1 8 percent dur- 
ing the peak season around Easter and passover. the Jewish 
holiday next month marking the biblical exodus from Egypt 

Analysts attribute the slump to a wave of suicide bombings 
that killed 59 last year and fierce Israel i-Palestinian gunbat- 
iles in September that affected advance bookings for the two 
holidays. 

The new flareup has done little to ease the anxieties of 
potential visitor. 

But pilgrims who came despite the troubles shrugged off 
the tension. 

"Jesus died and was resurrected here for our sins." Keith 
Phillips, from England, told Reuters. "I need to be here 
because we need him more than ever." 

Patriarch Sabbah blasted an Israeli closure of the West 
Bank, tightened after a militant killed three Israeli women in 
a Tel Aviv suicide bombing nine days ago, for preventing 
Palestinian Christians from entering Jerusalem. 

'"Hie Holy City, the place of all the holy events ... is still the 
main cause for the absence of peace." Patriarch Sabbah said. 
"It is still for security reasons forbidden For our believers." 

He said Jerusalem, claimed by Israel as its "eternal and 
indivisible capital." should have a "unique and special status" 
guaranteeing its holiness and sovereignty. 

"Sharing the city is the only way to peace," Patriarch 
Sabbah said. 


Israeli troops detain 
two Gaza fishermen 


GAZA (R) — Israeli forces 
arrested two Gaza Strip fisher- 
men in Gaza on Sunday and 
briefly surrounded a fishing 
boat off the Gaza coast 
demanding they be allowed to 
search it Palestinian police 
said. 

The Israeli army said it was 
checking the report. 

Palestinian police captain 
Khalid Abu Al Ila told Reuters 
sonic 50 Israeli soldiers raided 
Fisherman's Square in Khan 
Younis in the Strip and arrest- 
ed two fishermen. 

Capt. I la said he had 
demanded that Palestinian 
forces join the Israelis sur- 
rounding the fishing boat to 
deiu.se die .situation but said 
the Israelis initially refused to 
cooperate. 

A short while later the 
Israelis changed their minds. 
Capt. I la said, and both lorccs 
dealt widi the boat. 


“The Israelis agreed to our 
demand and we searched the 
boat in front of them and it was 
clear that there was nothing 
suspicious." he told Reuters. 

Capt. I la said the Israelis 
then allowed the boat with its 
six Palestinian fishing crew to 
proceed on its way. The two 
men arrested earlier were still 
in Israeli custody. 

Capt. /la said he still did not 
know why Israel arrested the 
two fisherman or had insisted 
on a search of the boat He said 
tensions raised by the Israeli 
acts, which he called "provo- 
cations” had eased when the 
boat wa< released. 

Under the deal setting up 
Palestinian self-rule in much 
of the Gaza Strip. Israel retains 
ultimate control over borders 
and at sea. There are also areas 
on land, like Fisherman's 
Square, where Israel has ulti- 
mate security control. 


Falasha victim of 


Israeli racist abuse 


in military forces 


1 


TEL AVIV tAFPt — An 
Ethiopian Jew serving with 
an elite unit of the Israeli 
army was hurled out of a 
military clinic and subject- 
ed io a tirade of racist abuse 
by a superior officer. Israeli 
radio reported Sunday. 

The radio said the captain 
shouted at the Ethiopian 
Jewish soldier, in from of a 
doctor and several nurses, 
that "blacks did not have 
the right to medical care." 
said the radio. 

The a flicer then shouted 
at colleagues in the clinic, 
in the Mount Hermon 
region of the Golan 
Heights, that “a sign should 
be put up at the entrance 
specifying that blacks were 
banned from entering " 

Sfnfl'in the clinic reported 
the incident and the captain 
was severely reprimanded 
by a tribunal, said the radio. 

Shai Bazak. spokesman 
for Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
the premier was "scan- 
dalised" by the incident, 
which took place around a 
month aso. 


Three soldiers from 
Israel's 60.000-strong 
Ethiopian community have 
committed suicide since the 
beginning of the month, 
and community leaders say 
racism in endemic in the 
Jewish state's armed forces. 

Labour Deputy Adissu 
Massala. the first Ethiopian 
Jew elected to parliament, 
accused the army of "culti- 
vating discrimination 
against Ethiopian Jews." 

For centuries Ethiopian 
Jews, also known as 
Falasha. lived separately 
from the rest of the Jewish 
diaspora, and the Israeli 
rabbinate took a long time 
to recognise their 
Jewishness. Most came to 
Israel in two airlifts in 1984 
and 1991. 

However, many Ethiopian 
Jews came from a poor 
rural background and found 
the culture shock of mod- 
em Israel difficult to han- 
dle. 

Many complain of racism 
and unemployment. 



FAREWELL: The sister of Abdullah Khalil Sal ah, who was killed in Raxnallah on 
Saturday, takes a last farewell of her brother who lies in the family's home in Beit 
Sahour on Sunday (AFP photo) 


Iraq calls on UAE and 
S. Arabia to restore ties 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iraq's foreign min- 
ister urged the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Saudi Arabia on Sunday to restore 
diplomatic links with Baghdad, ostracised 
since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Mohammad Al Sahaf said Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein had sent letters to UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan thanking him for calling on other 
Arab stares to break crippling international 
sanctions on Baghdad. 

"We hope there will be more moves from 
the UAE in this regard. On the bilateral 
level, we hope there will be steps to reopen 
the two embassies in Baghdad and Abu 
Dhabi," Mr. Sahaf told the UAE daily AJ 
lnihad. 

"Most Arab countries which had strained 
ties with Iraq have restored relations. We 
hope the rest will follow suit, especially 
Saudi Arabia." 

Iraq was ostracised by several Arab coun- 
tries after its forces occupied Kuwait in a 
lightning offensive on Aug. 2. 1990. 

But some of them, including Qatar, have 
reconciled with Baghdad and called for 
ending the sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations after the invasion. 

Sheikh Zayed. 80, appealed twice last 
year for breaking the embargo against Iraq 
while ihe official UAE media launched a 
virulent attack in December against the 
United Nations for maintaining the sanc- 
tions. 

The UAE has also sent official and private 
aid shipments to Iraq and more supplies are 
planned. 

Dubai, the second biggest UAE emirate, 
has also set up a sea link with the Iraqi port 
of Basra as more officials exchanged visits. 

"We hope to open a trade centre in Dubai 
soon." Mr. Sahaf said. "The UAE position is 
a sincere Arab position, which we hope will 
develop to become more practical." 


Food shipments arrive 


Iraq has taken delivery of 1.500 tonnes of 
salt from Jordan, the first of scores of 
approved contracts to be completed under 
the oil-for-food deal with the United 
Nations. U.N. officials said Sunday. 


"A total of 65 trucks have transported all 
the (salt) to Baghdad, the first contract to be 
fulfilled." a U.N. official told AFP in 
Baghdad on condition of anonymity. He 
said the last truck arrived Saturday. 

At least 45 contracts among hundreds 
submitted by Iraq have been approved by 
the U.N. Sanctions committee, but only five 
have started to be implemented. 

The four others involve the delivery of 
Thai rice, two contracts for white beans and 
chick peas via Turkey and another involving 
the shipment of cooking oil through Turkey. 

Hundreds of trucks have crossed from 
Turkey with the items since the U.N. deal 
began being implemented March 20, while 
a Chinese ship delivered 13.000 tonnes of 
Thai rice to the Gulf port of Umm Qasr last 
Wednesday. 

Most of the ship's cargo has been 
unloaded since then. 

At least nine ships carrying 250,000 
tonnes of Australian and French wheat are 
due to dock at Umm Qasr in tha first half of 
April. 

No date has been announced yet for the 
start of distribution to Iraq's 20 million peo- 
ple. 

The Iraqi government has complained 
deliveries have taken too long since the 
humanitarian deal with the United Nations 
went into force on Dec. 10 when Baghdad 
resumed oil exports for the first time in six 
years. 

Under the terms of the deal, the first eas- 
ing of sanctions since they were imposed in 
August 1990, Iraq can export $2 billion of 
oil in six months. 

The proceeds are earmarked for purchas- 
es of humanitarian goods but are also being 
used to defray U.N. costs and compensate 
victims of the invasion. 

Medicine as well as toilet soap, deter- 
gents. educational supplies and equipment 
for power plants and sewage treatment 
plants are also allowed under the deal 
enshrined in U.N. Resolution 986. 

A full lifting of the oil and trade sanctions 
cannot take place until the United Nations 
is satisfied Iraq has come clean on its 
banned weapons programmes. 


Lebanese Hizbollah denies 


reported network in Canada 


BEIRUT (Ri — The pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah move- 
ment has denied a Canadian 
intelligence agency report 
that it has a network in 
Canada guided by its lead- 
ership in Beirut. 

A statement faxed to an 
international news agency 
in Beirut late on Saturday 
said: "We deny all claims 
that there is an organisation 
in Canada guided by ihe 
leadership of the party in 
Lebanon.” 

"We deny any party 
involvement in the bombing 
of Saudi Arabia and we con- 
sider all that was published 
about the party in this 
regard as completely false 
and aimed at defaming 
Hizbollah's struggle against 
the Israeli occupation." the 
statement added. 

The accusation came in a 
document by Canadian 
Security Intelligence 
Service (CSIS) filed with 
the federal court of Canada 
in a deportation case involv- 
ing Saudi dissident Hani 
Abdul Rahim Al Sayegh. 

The document, published 
on Saturday by the Globe 
and Mail newspaper in 
Toronto, was quoted as say- 
ing that “the Saudi 
Hizbollah is active in 
Canada." Agency- 

spokesman Gaetan Blais 


told AFP: “But of course it 
doesn't go into details about 
their activities." 

The document shows 
“Hizbollah has established 
an infrastructure in Canada 
that con assist and support 
members in Canada seeking 
a safe haven in North 
America." according to the 
Globe and Mail. It says 
Hizbollah members in 
Canada “receive and com- 
ply with direction from the 
Hizbollah leadership hierar- 
chy in Lebanon." 

The document also says 
that a man arrested three 
years ago “ultimately 
admitted to being a member 
of Hizbollah.” 

“He further admitted that 
the terrorist group operates 
in Canada,” the paper said. 

CSIS alleged that Sayegh 

— who was arrested in 
Ottawa on March 18 on the 
grounds that he represented 
a security threat to Canada 

— was involved in a bomb- 
ing in Saudi Arabia last 
June that killed 19 U.S. air- 
men and wounded nearly 
400 people. 

The bombing was 
work of a group 
Saudi Hizbollah. 
actions are supported by the 
Lebanese -based Hizbollah 
group, the newspaper quot- 
ed the CSIS document as 


the 


called 

whose 


saying. 

CSIS has said the Saudis 
found a detonator at the site 
of the bombing similar to a 
kind used in the past by the 
Lebanese Hizbollah. 

Hizbollah. which leads a 
guerrilla war on Israeli 
forces in South Lebanon 

The spy agency has asked 
federal court Judge Donna 
McGillis to determine 
whether or not Sayegh 
"constitutes a threat to 
Canada's national security’’ 
meaning he could be 
deported. 

Sayegh was spotted con- 
ducting surveillance at the 
U.S. base before the June 
1996 attack, and drove a car 
that was recorded signalling 
the bomb truck to enter the 
Khobar base grounds. 

The spy agency said that 
Sayegh arrived in Canada in 
August 1996 after travelling 
through Kuwait. Italy and 
the United States. 

He claimed refugee status, 
arguing that he was subject 
to religious persecution, 
although according to the 
documents this was a ploy 
“to avoid detection and 
attest by Saudi Arabian 
authorities." 

Sayegh will be called to 
testify at an April 28 hear- 
ing. 
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Qatar ready to close 
trade office in Israel 


CAIRO (AFP) — Qatari 
Foreign Minister Hamad 
Ben Jabr Al Than! said 
Snnday that his country 
was ready to shut down its 
trade mission in Israel if 
the Arab League adopted 
calls to freeze normalisa- 
tion with the Jewish state. 

“We have effectively 
frozen relations with Israel 
six months ago. We have 
no diplomatic ties. We have 
a trade mission in Israel but 
no trade relations," he said 
ahead of a meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers 
here Sunday. 

“If the Arab League 
decides to freeze normali- 
sation with Israel, Qatar is 
ready to comply'” and shut 
its mission there, die for- 
eign minister said 

Arab League foreign 
ministers were meeting 
Sunday and Monday in 
Cairo to discuss measures 
to deal with Israel after it 
went ahead with a contro- 
versial plan to build a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The Arab League meet- 
ing comes after an Islamic 
summit in Pakistan and the 
members of the Jerusalem 
Committee, recommended 
a freeze in normalisation 
with Israel. 

Hie Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
committee recommended 
Thursday that countries 
which have moved closer 
to Israel since the peace 
process was launched in 
1991 close their missions 
in the Jewish state. 

Qatar and Oman have 
trade missions in Israel 
while Egypt and Jordan 
have both signed peace 
treaties wife the Jewish 
state. 


Tel Aviv to tally up the 
number of Egyptian youths 
working in Israel and those 
married to Israeli women in 
fee light of the negative 
effects this has on Egypt’s 
national security," the 
source added 

In fee future, the security 
services should be consult- 
ed before any Egyptian 
travels to Israel in older to 
take the necessary steps 
and restrictions, the 
sources added 

The number of Egyptian 
visitors to Israel has dra- 
matically decreased in 
recent years from 30,000 in 
1995 to 13,000 for the first 
10 months in 19%, accord- 
ing to the Israeli embassy 
in Cairo. 

Egyptian security ser- 
vices at the Rafah border 
post “have been pushing 
back for the past six 
months Egyptians who try 
to travel to Israel on their 
own, namely those looking 
for a job there” the manag- 
er of a travel agency which 
organises Egyptian travel 
to Israel said in December. 


UAE urges finn stand 


Egypt reviews travel rules 


Egypt is examining mea- 
sures to restrict the number 
of its young people ’travel- 
ling to Israel, and will carry 
out a census of those- work- 
ing in the Jewish state or 
married to Israeli women, 
parliamentary sources said 
on Sunday. 

“The Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry has decided to set 
up a committee of experts 
from the foreign, defence, 
labour, interior and justice 
ministry to study steps to 
restrict the number of 
youths travelling to Israel,” 
one source said. 

“Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said in a report to the 
People's Assembly (parlia- 
ment) that the committee 
agreed in cooperation with 
the Egyptian embassy in 


The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) president 
urged Arab states on 
Sunday to adopt a firm 
stand against 

Israel. 

Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
Al Nahayan. addressing his 
new cabinet in a swearing- 
in ceremony, said there 
would be no peace in the 
Middle East without the 
return of Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

"The challenges besetting 
fee peace process require a 
firm position by the Arab 
Nation.” the 80-year-old 
leader said. 

“There should be no 
compromise on rights and 
land because a peace which 
is based on concessions is 
rejected even though Israel 
freezes the negotiations for 
several years.” 

Sheikh zayed, whose 
country has been reluctant 
to normalise relations wife 
Israel, said the UAE would 
continue its support for 
Palestinians until they 
“regain their rights on their 
land.” 

“Israel must revise its 
attitude, abandon its settle- 
ment policies and respect 
the agreements it signed 
with the Palestinians. It 
must realise that returning 
rights to their owners is the 
only means to achieve 
security and peace” he 
said. 


Fujimori reiterates 
refusal to free rebels 


UMA (AFP) — Responding 
ro a renewed hard line by left- 
ist hostage-takers. President 
Alberto Fujimori on Sunday 
rejecred the idea of freeing 
jailed rebels in exchange for 
the 72 captives at Ihe Japanese 
ambassador's home. 

'The framework in which we 
are working is ... not to accept 
the release of any of them (the 
rebels),’’ Mr. Fujimori told 
Frecuencia Latina Television 
in a taped interview. 

Rebel leader Nestor Cerpa 
Carto Uni dashed optimism 
Saturday about a deal to end 
the crisis, saying that as long as 
the government refuses the key 
rebel demand to free jailed 
rebels, “a peaceful solution is a 
long way off." 

Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) rebels 
stormed the embassy residence 
Dec. 17 to demand that their 
440 or so jailed comrades be 
freed. 

Mr. Cerpa also said an offer 
of asylum for the hostage-tak- 
ers would not end the crisis. 
“We have not come here look- 
ing for asylum,” he said. 

As the public debate contin- 
ued, the 12 high-profile 
hostages spent their third 
major Christian holiday at the 
bands of the MRTA. and Red 
Cross officials said they would 
mark Easter Sunday wife 
chocolate eggs. 

In their latest comments, 
Cerpa and Ml Fujimori reject- 
ed the two main points of a 
proposed plan reportedly pre- 
sented by mediators to both 
sides. 

The reported deal would 


include freedom from jail for a 
select number of MRTA mem- 
bers and asylum in Cuba or the 
Dominican republic for the 
faostage-takem, as well as pay- 
ment of a “war tax” to the 
guerrillas. 

The last point, too, was 
apparently discarded from fee 
negotiations. “It is my under- 
standing fear there is no Insis- 
tence on fear issue,” Mr. 
Fujimori said. Still, he was rel- 
atively optimistic about a 
negotiated solution to the cri- 
sis. 

There are still several points 
that need to be ironed out,” he 
Mid. before government nego- 
tiator Domingo Palermo will 
meet face-to-face wife rebel 
leaders. 

The president declined to say 
when fee talks would take 
place, but discarded the possi- 
bility the new encounter could 
come as soon as Monday. 

There have been no direct 
talks between fee rebels and 
fee government since March 
12 . 

Key mediator Archbishop 
Juan Luis Cipriani said 
Saturday progress had been 
made in the talks, but added 
that some hardline sectors of 
Pemvian society were trying to 
“destroy” fee advances with 
cheap simplistic politics.” 

“There is always a small 
light on fee horizon (but) there 
are people who take it upon 
themselves to destroy it” he 
said. The comments appeared 
to be a reference to the mili- 
tary. which wields consider- 
able influence in Peru. 
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Rodman gets 
‘worst-dress’ award 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
Basketball’s enfant 
Dennis Rodman won fee dis- 
tinction as the worsi-dressed 
man and fee “worst-feessed 
woman” in a cable television 
report on last week’s Oscars 
a wands. Rodman, known 
his cross-dressing antics as 
much os his basketball 
prowess, was named 
dressed in bo* categories by 
one of two hosts of fee E! 
Entertainment Television 
broadcast The other hoa 
named MTV presenter Jenny 
McCarthy as the woes, 
dressed woman, wife fee 
worst-dressed man “whatev- 
er man was under Jenny 
McCarthy’s dress” Tom 
Cruise and Mel Gibson were 
selected as fee best-dressed 
men with best-dressed 
women honours going to 
Goldie Hawn, Helen Hum 
and Lauren Holly. 


Bangladeshi rival 
attends wedding 


,.i ih 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh’s two top 
women politicians put feeir 
often intense rivalry aside to 
discuss family matters and 
attend a wedding, press 
reports said. Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed and 
Khaleda Zia, in their first 
meeting in nine months, 
joined the wedding reception 
Friday for Zia’s second son, 
Arafat Rahman, and his 
bride Syeda Shamila 
Tabassum sparking near 
incredulity from the pressL y*- : 
Runnin g a picture of fee two 
smiling women, the Ajker 
Kagoj newspaper added the 
caption: ‘'Not a file a picture, 
but yesterday’s.” The two, 
who have dominated 
Bangladesh's politics for the 
past six years, have rarely 
spoken to each other since 
ah became 1 premier in 1991. 
Sheikh Hasina became pre- 
mier in June 1996 after a bit- 
ter two-year campaign 
against her rival The Dhaka 
press welcomed fee meeting 
at a time when relations 
between the ruling Awami 
League and Zia's main oppo- 
sition Bangladesh 

Nationalist Party were at a 
low point The two reported- 
ly ignored politics for fee 
evening and instead enjoyed 
the dinner together enquiring 
about each other's families. 
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Kennedy indifferent 
to ex-wife’s book 


SPRINGFIELD (AP) - 
U.S. Representative Joseph 
P. Kennedy II says voters 
must decide for themselves if 
fee unflattering portrait of 
him in his ex-wife’s book 
should affect his possible run 
for governor. Sheila Rauch 
Kennedy writes that he often 
called her “a nobody” and 
referred to the annulment he 
sought as “Catholic gob- 
bledygook.” She said she 
was afraid of him, although 
she described him as a fine 
father for their two chfldten 
in “Shattered Faith: A 
Woman’s Straggle to Stop 
fee Catholic Church from 
Annulling her Marriage.'' 
The book is due out in May- 
Asked Friday if the book 
might hurt his chances in a 
gubernatorial race, Kennedy 
said. *1 don't know. People 
will have to make feeir cwu 
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has remarried, is the son 

the late Robert F. Kennedy. 


Rapper held 
on arms charge 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — Gangs* 
Rapper Spice 1 has 
arrested and charged w&h 
carrying a conceal 
weapon. The rapper, whose 
real name is Robert L. Jones, 
was a passenger in a car tftf 
was stopped for speeds 
Thursday in Sl Louis ccwfr 
ty. Police said J®® 
appeared to push someth^ 
under fee front seat as-fl* 
officer approached fee catj 1 
turned out to be a pi#* 
police said. Jones, 26, » 
Salida, California 
released on 53,000 bond- ^ 
had been in the St Loins ® ea ;ji 
for a radio station promewj 
As Spice I , Jones has record 
ed two hard-edged, 
simistie albums fa Tf& 
Records in Los Angdes. 
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